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To THE !

READER.

THere is nothing, Wwhich Men fincerely Religions,
do more heartily defire, thanthat atl Men were
Jotoo s and becaufe they are fully fatisfied that
they are in that very Way which moft truly leads to Life,
they therefore ftrive that all may know it and walk in it.
And truly this is my Cafe, my Hearts Defire and
Prayer to God for all Men is, that they may, be faved.
And a5 1 belicve it hath pleafed God to fhew me the Path
of Life, I cannot but do my beft to [hew it to others 3
for as fome by their Labours, bave been belpful to” me, fo
1 bope mine may be belpful to others.
~ When Lcall the Primitive Chriftian Church at Jerufa-
lem, the Mother of us All, 1 allude to that Place, Gal.
4.26. Interpreters, (fo far as I have obferved) take
Jerufalem there, for the Gofpel Catholick Chuxch ;
now this Church had its Beginning, and this Beginning
Was at Yerufalem 5 and becanfe in the Progrefs of

cegil .
> Chriflianity in the World, for near one thoufand feven

bundred years, there has abundance of Eyrors crept in,
42 and




To the Reader.

and much truth in the antient Simplicity of it rejeSted, 1
think it highly rational, that (all prejudice being laid a=
part) Men fhould  feck with the greateft diligence, for
their greateft Security, into tbe State of Chrifts Gofpel-
Church, as by himfelf eftablifbed 5 for” whatfoever has
not been planted by our Fleavenly Father, is nigh to its
being rooted up.

God Abnighty dirett ws all, is the hearty Prayer of
thy Friend,

Thomas Grantham.

" "Let the Réader further. take notice, that thefe
Papers were originally written upon feveral occa-
frons 5 otherwife fome things repoated, would
have been otherwife, Let thy diféretion bear
with. this. )

[ -

Bear the Chued.

The Firt PART.

Containing, by way of Preface, a particular confideration of
she State of the fir§k Christian Church at Jerufalem, and
the Reafonablenefs of appealing to Her, as The Mother of.
us All, .

the Ages, which have been lince the coming of our Lord, to

make known and eftablifh allthings in the Kingdom of Grace, in

the fielt Church at Fernfalers 5 that there hath been great ftriving
among the Chriftian Churches for fome Honour and  Prerogative a-
bove the. reft,  Sometimes the Church at Afexandria, fometimes the
Church at Conpantinople, and cfpecially the Church at Rome, preflng
very hard for Precedence of Honour, and Preheminence of Power ;
few minding the poor aflited Church at Fernfilem, the true Mother of
all true Chriftian Churches 3 when yet the Floly Ghoft hath left a
high Commendation upon thofe who do follow Her, both in the ef
feltual Receprion of the Gofpel, nor as the Hard of fuch or fiuch a man,
(though preached by Apgies) bue as ie is sn truth the Word of God,
1 Thefli 2. 13, 14 and alfo (not in perfecuting, butj in fuffering like
shings of their Comntrey-men, as they did of the Fews. And we defire,
and hope that there may be yet, all due confideration had by all Chri-
ftians 1 thefe days, of the Heavenly Frame and Holy Walking of
thit MOTHLER.CHURCH. _

IT is evident to all fuch as have converfid with the Hiftories of

Unig



2 Bear the ChHuveh,

Uato whom was committed, in the firlt place, the Principles of the
Oricles of God; unto whomi our deareft Lord was a perfonal Mi-
nifter; wnd did altually Difpenfe to, and Communicate with them, in
the Divine Myfteries or Ordinances of the Chriftian Religion ; upon
whom was poured the molt excellent Gifts and Graces of the Holy
Spirit of Promife. It was this Church, from whom (according to the
Prophets) the Law of Clwift fhould firft go forth, Ifa. 2. 3. Mich. 4.
1y v Here was dhe Honfe of the Lord eft ablifbed in the rop-of  the Moun-
taingy and exalred above the Lills, that al Nations might flop unto 52 an
Honour not given 1o other Churches, 1Cor, 14. 2\6, WWhaty came the
Wrd of God our from you? No, this was the Glory of another, For one
of Zion fiill go forsh the Law, and the Word of the Lord from Jerufalem.,
Which by fpecial Order from Chrift was fulfilled, when he gave Conr-
mandient to his Apoftles, thar Repentance and Remiffion of Sins fhould be
proached i his Nume, in alt Nations, beginning ar Jevufdlem, Luk, 24.
47 And here it was thar the Spiric gave utterancovnto ‘the"Apottles,

-to preach in all Laoguages, that then fome of all Nations (wha were *

at that very time at Fernfalem) might hear from thence ghe joyful
Sound of the Gofpel, and confequently, keep the fame Holy Dotrine
inall Ages and Nations, us it was there delivered, and. confivmed by di-
vers Signs and Mivacles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, Math, 2.8. 1 9y 200
Heb. 2. 4. A 2, '

) Forafinuch then, as_all Churches, in all Ages and Nations, are in-
difpentibly bound to follow this Churah, in +he Obfervation of all
things  whatfoever Chrift commanded thery we hold  oud felves
concern’l, at this time, to declare our unfeigned Affent unto the Truth
of the Gofpel, as i was here deljvered ; and owe humble Refolution to
l.(ccp the Owdinances of Chrift, as they were kere pratisfed (ot doub-
ing but the fime was received in all Churehes at the hill) being con-
hdc.nt of this very thing, that a fifer way cannot be found for the fo-
curity of our Souls, from the manifold Lrrors, “which fince the Planta-
tion of this Church, have been obtruded upon the ConfCicnces of Men,
in 'mofk parts of the Chrittian Nations,

T'othe inr‘cnt then that we muy avoid Error, and cleave to "I'ruth,
we {hall con(u‘lcn: pasticularly (though very brietly) the Frame of this
Heavenly Building, in relpelt of her Fonudation, hev Torm of Govern-

_}jn‘f'l? and the By of her Wanfhip, in order 1o her Perfedtion, And
Jirtt, .

We

)
Pear. the Church, 3

We find her Foundation-Principles to confift in fix particulars, cal-
led, the beginning of the HPord of Chrift, which Articles are therefore
called the Foundation, becaufe of the Relation they have to Chrift,
who isa Foundation to his Church, as held forth in his own Do&vine,
and other Foundations than Chrift {6 held forth, can no man lay.

Of fuch importance are thefe Sacred Principles, that we find the
Ancient Chriftians ufed to call them the Chyriftian Catechifm,  Chry-
Softoms, ‘Teftimony is this; Thae all thefe are  fundamemtal Areicles ; thas
55y that we onght 2o yepont from dead Works, 1o ba baptied into the Faith
of Chrift, and be made werthy of the Gift of the Spirity mwho is given by -
pofition of Hands 5 and we are o be tanght the Myfleries of the Reftirve&ion
and Eternal Judgmene,  This Catechifin, fiithhe, is perfeét,  And indced
in the whole New Teftament, we meet not with fuch an excellent
Epitome of the Chriftian Doérine as in -this place, which was written
to this Mother-Chirch.

*Tis true, we have fome mention of a Forms of Doélvine delivered to
the believing Romans : And Timorhy s commanded to hold faft the Form
of found Words, which he had heard of St. Panl 5 Chuilt is faid to be
the Apoftlc and High Priclt of our Profefion, the Author and Finither
of our Faith, we are willed to contend for the Fajth once delivered ro
the Saints.  Butnonc of thefe places do fhew us, as the "Text under
confideration, whar this Fam of Dottrine, this Form of fornd MWords, this
®rofeffion, and this Faith was, in refpedt of the Compofition, and I'oun-
damentality of them 3 nor can there any thing be affigned, that is fo
properly the Analogy or Rule of Faith, asthefe Principles of Cate-
chifm,

Happy had it been, if all Cbriftian Churches had held faft this Ca-
techi{m, though no more had ever been compofed ; Unity in the T'ruth
would have been better maintained by this one, than by o many as are
now extant,  And fure this being of Divine Compoflre and Authority,
the Principles of the Oracles of God, the Beginning of the Word of Chrift,
muft needs outweigh all others, being but of Human Compolition.
Tobegin with the frft Principle of this Church, let us confider.

I. Repentance from Dead Works.

We are firft to confider why Repentance is put in the firft place,
even before Faith 5 fure it is becaufe no unrepenting Smner can have
the Taith of Juftification ; thercfore this Principle of the Chriftian

Faith
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n ' Deae the Thvvcly.
ai w Repentance.  There is indeed a Fni‘th (which we
f\‘\‘:;hc:;luglcfi)’g?th of R/Iankind) to bc)ic.vc thore i3 a (xgd, (!lat w:(l]l:
both punifh Sinncrs, and rcwzrd thc6 Righteotss, and this Faith muft:
ceds precede ance, Heb. 11.6.
mC'(II:h}:ngigzn]r:{lfllz:ecl,“;gc i,t was a Principle of this Mother-Clmreh, com-
prehends three things, « true Sence of Stn, il.l the exceeding finfuluefs. pf
it; in which vefpect it is faid, They were pricked ar the beare, and cr.u-;]I
oty or fuasdy Men and Brethren, ‘wlmf Shall me- f’o.’ A& 2. 374 EVI}_]“?
is accompanicd  with Gaodly Sorvow, and with Amendment o |bc,
without which, Repentance is rather to be .rc:pcnted'.'olf, l.h;ln to be
efteemed any part of the Foundation 'of Clyiftian Religion 3 Repent ye
therefore, and e converted, that your \?'nu may bc.lzlamd ont: A 3. 19,
Without which Repentance, thcrf:-m gn‘R‘cm‘llﬂon. Luk, x-g.l. g_.d ;Iv(}
cept ye repenty ya foull all perifb, fuith our Saviour.. H_cl),vfr bcl I liw
it been, if this Doétiine had been prCRC‘th], and Men rought to tllc
Obedience of it, before they had been admiteed to Memberfhip in the
Churchof Chrift? The not keeping to this Rule, has flled all Natio-
nal Churches with unregenerate, uriconverted Perfons, . to the: -Sc:}ndal-
of the Chriltian Religion.

2. Of Fuith towards -God sn: this Mother-Church.

The Excellency of the Faith of this  Mother-Churchy -appeared- in
thef¢ things: Vhae they gladly veceived the Word of ; the Gofpel. of . their
Salvasion, 4ét. 2. 40. 'L'orthe, illuminnmopmf their .Soqu,. and the c,\"i
pelling the darknefy of Errour and Unbelicf; by 'lhls‘ Faith [h.cy hal
theiv Hearts fprinkled from an cvil Cm/fc/'uuf'c, and their Contidence in GO(f
had a grear Recompence of Reward, inthe Love. ?1nd ExPo&nuon of
which, they willingly emlured a grear Fighe.of .A_[]{lﬂwm,. whilft {I)l.f}- iwere
made a Gazing:flock, both by Reproaches, and ﬁm‘?m/glr/)e f/_w:lmg qf.. thesy Guod:
awith jofiingfs ; and were willingly Companions withy 'a_nd_c[l:ll'xtably.cg)n-
Ppaffonate teanardsy thefe thas weve in Bonds for nghtcoufr}cfs f'._ukc, working
the Work of Gody minfiving o the Sanss, Jabouring in Love: all
which are Argoments of trae and lively Faith, 1. 6. 10, 11. Lith,
!Ol’?cz’llil’i,l?cz‘it’hg:lsl’l(l confiders this Fxcellene Epiltle, 'wri.tlcn to this
Mother-Church, wherein we may be fire no new Dotrine is delivered
but the fame corroborated which they had received, fhall find -[h:it
the t.ue Kuowledge and Belief of Chrift was amongft:them, m-rcfpc;l%
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of his Divinity, Chap. 1. in refpedt of his Humanity. Chap. 2. jn re-
fpect of Prieltly Offtice and Sacrifice, with all other Otfices to which
he was appointed of God, in the refidue of the Epiitle, of which we
caot now fpeak particularly.

3¢ Oy the Dodlvine of Buptifin in ths Clureh,

The Lovd Chyilt had fully tught the Guides of this Mothey-Church
the Doclrine of Bapeifin both by Waord and Example; and thereby had
mformed them of a three-fold Boptifin, - "T'he firft delivered by Precept,
himielf making the People Ditciples,by teaching them to repent and be-
lievethe Gofpel, and thea appointing his Diféiples 1o dip them in the
River, in which refpedt it is (id that Jefis made and dipped ( or Bap-
tized ) more Diciples than Job, Mae. 4. 17, Jobn 4. 1. Fohn 3. 22.
His own example being an unqueltionable Rule tor the manner of Bap-
tizing, he being Dipped of Foboe inio Jordan, as the Greek hath i, Mark
1. Q. and then coming up out of the Warer. And of this whole Chureh it is
fid, their hearts were fprinkled from an evil Conféience, and their Bo-
dics wathed with pure warer, 1or Baptifinal Water is tharefore purer,
beeadé it is Sanctified for our Religious ufe, both by the Perfon of
Chrift, and by the Word of God.  And of this Church, was fivlt requi-
ved, that cvery one of them hould repent,and then be Baptized ; and of
them it is alfo faid, that they that gladly received the Word preached
by St. Petery were baptived, s o, 18, 40.

They were alfo inftructed concerning the Bapuifin of the Holy Spirir;
ir being the Promife of the Father made to all the called of the Lord,
and was_particularly applied to them, and poured upon them in the
way of Faithand Obedience.

Tobe willing to be Baptized with AffliQions for Chrilt and the Go-
fpcls-fike, they were alfo taughe by our blefied Saviour in his Dicourfo
with fome of his Diftiples, and by his own Sutlevings, Luke 1. 30.
of which they were alfo partakers, Heb. 10. 32, a5 alfd all that will
live Godly in Chrift Jefus muft expect the fame. And it would be con-
lidercd by what Rate Any mancan take upon him to make Baptifin the
fift Princrple, feeing Chilt himfelf has made it the third Principle ?
and by what Ree any man can call Sprinkling Baptizing?  Dave they
fpealc as they alk? that is, dure they fay, [ fprinkle thee in the Name of

+ the Father ? @, Would not their Confeience flie in_their Face if they
fhould 0 fpeak ? and yer behold, they prevaricate in action, and lye
B
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10 Pear the Church,

in expreffion in that which they cal) their Baptifin; Gog \Vll” furely
fend the proudelt prevaricators in this cale 0 . Quo warranto for their pre
famptuous dealing herein,

Of the Laying on of Hands in thi Church.

"There are two areat Bleffings bcl‘m‘]g to all uue Chriftians, Rc“?“ﬁ
on of {in, and the Gittof the Holy Spivie; the Lirft is c'onﬁgn('d(tc;; 1(;,
i Sacred Baptifin, the fecond in Prayer, with the hying on 0 :l;]( 5
in which way this Morker-Churels rcccnvcd) t.hns. Blefling, as is cvr"c'm
from the ennumeration and order of the Principles of her Catechi m,
and allo from this Teltimony, tha grear Grace was wupon them al, Ats
4-33. asalfoin thae it is exprefly faid, thae this Lhu.rch) 'cont.uxu_ch
ftedfallly in the Apoftles Dodlrine, a _l’ru\lcnplc \vllxcrcoqusl_ I myc‘l [f\l/l;,l
Laying on of [tands; and from this L‘hurc'h this Doétrine and Holy
Pradlice was curicd by the Apoﬂlcs to Samaria, /\'&s 14 for it nsl |.10It
to be imagined they would there innovate, a practical P“”f'l’{"a l\v 1'IC'1
Tad not firlk been taught in the Chureh av }7cr/'/ﬁ1/cm. ]}ut (y(;( l)ql-
ing wimefs to this fervice of Prayer and ]_,‘-.\)"1.!1g [?n. of l.']:}‘.“ls:lf 51,
maiiay, with the fime Blefling of the Holy Spir ll‘,' mcfrccul;z‘l .1. ‘1_7‘,‘.
vufalem, confirms it asan :1ccc"pmbl’c and l!ccuﬁll Service ();'.I ,lu‘n/(\y(,\_
And accordingly it was l"‘?"“’"“f’} the times next Iuccc?( |T1g the | ;)(?.
flles days, as many witnefles teftific, amongft \\'lm‘m. I‘L'D'III/;:{‘I/I s,
Debuic mans impanitiry &, Afrer Baprifin the ‘/'Irum"u smpafid by ‘B/tﬂ‘ljlg,
callng and pivitmg the Holy Spévit,  Tunc ille \‘Smlﬂiﬂl‘mll.f,/&'c /1./m1 },.:.1/;
miefl T boly Spirit moft willingly (/("ﬁ‘.('mh Srom the Tather upon the Bodics which
are cieanfed T meaning in Baptitin J and bleffed.

Of the Refurellion of the Dead  tanghe and belicved in this Mol er-Clureh,

Ix this Church it was where the Apoftle gave witnefs with grea:
Pever of sbe Refurcection of the Loyd Fefus, in whofe J{C]Ul‘ll'('&l;))l” ‘/(/]‘?{-
cancry Yo very full allivance s given ro all men, thae  there j:,: ]-: “
Rewrcition of ‘the Dsady both of the TJuft and //w’ U, It s .l/\[,h
that car Savionr fhewed Fimfilf :1./1'1;4- afier be I):'I/-.{’L'l.')l dz:rlld, l/'_)‘ :)I./.A/-/:/ ’(z‘
prostay bewng feewof s Dofiipes forey days, converling with them of 2y
& cercerning bis Charcl aml Kongelom. Tv was heve thae anany de | 1.

7 y f N et VAR . v
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that the RefirveGtion is of the fame numerical Rodies which are lid in
the Graves, difiobed only of mortality and all imperfeQions. And
this is that Refiwre@ion of the Dead here called a Principle of Chrift’s
Dochine, andof the Foundation of this Marber-Charch,

1

Of the Eteynal Fudgment Belicved by this Clurch,

It was to the Guides of this Church to whom o Saviour firft made
known this great priviledge, thac they fhould fi2
tioefee “Lisbes of Nvacl, at that time when he {hould fiz npon the Thyone of
his Glory, Mat. 19.28, whoalf is appointed of God to bethe FJudie o
Duick and Dead] MY 10, 42. which great Article is here recounied
among the principles of Catechifin, Ieb, 6. 2. and called the etermal
Fudgment, not only for tha it is the Jaft Judgmeny, bur becaute the of-
fedts of ir fhall be perpetualy the pains to be impofed i this fentence
of Judgment fhall be of etermal duration to all wicked men, who have
contemned the Gofpel of their Sulvation, and yudged themfetves ummon thy
of Liteinal Lifey even thae Life which then flall be given to Frernity,
to all fuch as have beid Saft the beginming of then Cenfidenceand the hope of°
this thew rgyei fledfufl wntothe end, 1eb, 3 Yo As thevefore the Tures
are gathered and buont in the fire sJofhall it bein the end of the Warld e Son
of Man fhall find forth his Augelsy and they fhall gather one of bis Kingdem
all tlings that offend, and them thar do Iusqusty s sdnd foall caft thems into o
Tnrnace of Fivey there fball be wailingy and guafling of "Tecth.  Then Shak
the Rugbteous fline forth as the Sun i the Kingdom of theiv Father. 1o
Lt ears to heary let him hear, Manh. 1 3 405 41, 42,43. Lo the
crermal Judgmene taught by Chritls own Mouth, let all men be admo-

nifhed 1o prepare for- this Judgment, for the coming of the Lovd draws
nigh,

en Ahrans pudging the

Of the further Order and manwer of Elorflip tifed mr this Mother-Churely,

This did elpecially confilt in frequently affembling themfelves toge-
ther, to weach and preach Jetus Chuitl, it §. 4. or for the minj-
ftring of e Word of God' and Peayers, ats 6. 4. I which we find
no Liturgies, or Forms of Prayer devifid or impofid by the Apoftles,
but thefe Serviees were performed by the aid of the Holy Spirit, which
a5 they were given for the work of the Miniftry, 6 tis evident they
bare s vemanency in the tue Church 1ill the whole be pcx'Fcéi;cd,Ef/J.j..

B2 an
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and it 3 this Bleffed Spivit which helps the Church to makeFutereeffion ac-
cording 10 the wiil of Gady Rem. 8,27. 'They werc all. very frequenn
at the Lord’s 'Tuble breaking the Sacred Bread, in remembrarce of the
Lord Chrilt, giving thanks to God by him, 4és 2. 4.1, 47. nov needs
od they any A5 Beok Or Common-Prager-Bork, to divelt them incithr :
Chriftsown. Jnlittion of his Lioly "Table, and - the holy Prayer which
hie had taught his Diféiples,with other Heavenly Rules contained in the
Holy Scriptures, was abundantly fufficient, aud are & (i, to every
Faithful Man of God {and Minifter whom God and his Church hath
called to thatWork ) ro firmfls i to cveiy good work;

Itis alfo exceeding plain that the Holy ‘Tble of the Lord is here
alled the breaking of Bread.  And thevefore, though that Floly Bread
and Wine be the Body and Bload of Chitt, yer they ave theft, in fuch.
fort, as they are allo the Bread of the Lord, nd the Cup of the Lord’
tCor. 112y, And forafinuch as the Apoftie here, and in the nex,
verfe, doces.oxprefly call the fime things, by thefe different tides, 4,
Bady and the Blood : the Bread and the Cup : we muft of neeelhity tak
him to fpealc Yiguratively i one of thefe, butin che lateer,to wit, Bread
and the Cup,  we have o Figure (fave that the Wine in the Cup is
tukan for the Cup,whiciy is an ufial form of fpealdng ;) and. therefore of
necetfiey thiefe Words, Bady and Bleod, mult be underftood to be my«
fically, fpivitually, or higwatively in the Bread and - e, and notthe
Bread and Wine o be myfticaly, (pivitually, or. ligumivcly, in the
Body and Bleod of Chuilt.

Iis alo as certainthat the whole Churclr (ehis Mather-Chinch, A&
2 42) did then reecive hoth the Bread and Cup of the Lord, as that
any one of them did partake of borh, the whole Service bing exprefled
by a Secdochs, apust for the whole, which yer will better appear, in
thar this Ordinance ought to be received by every Recipieng, as he s
a Member of Chrilt, not as he is a Minifter: *Vis wue, as Lama Mi-

nifter Ldifpenfe this Myftery, but Ireceive itas a Member, fith St Paw’ ;.
For YE besug mangy are one Bread,and one Body, For W E ave all pvtakersof

that onc Bread.

Ie was unto this Chureh, or the Guides of it, unto whom our Blefled!
Saviour delivered that Myftical Do&trine, which offended 5 many of his
Dileiples,Jobn 6.5 3. Verity, verily,I fity unto yor, Lxcepe ye cat the Fefb of the
Son of Man and drinkhis Blood, ye have-mo Life sn yon, which yet cannot be-
sightly undesftood-of 4 corporaleating his Flefh, and drinking his Blood,
beeaute he exprefly fiys, Verily, verily, I fay unso yoiy Ho that belicveth on me

. hath

R TITAN
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bach everlafting life, Verfe 4.7. And it is certain there were many that Jid
truly believeon him ac that timeamong whom S. Perer, and the reft that
ftood by him, when 6 many forfook him, Now thefe things mult all be
true, v, That none of Chrif’s Difiples had Life in them at that time,
but fiich as did eat the IMeth, and drink the Blood of Clwift. 2. That
S. Perer and the reft of the Faithful, had ctermal Life in ‘them at that
time. 3. 'I'hat.the Lovd’s Tuble was not yet inftitured; And therefore
from thefe Premifes it follows that our Saviour fpeaks not here of his
Difciples now cating and drinking his Flefly and Blood in the Lords '1'a-
ble, and therefore cannot with any fhew of Truth or Reafim, be un-
derftood of eating his Flefb, and drinking his Blood carmally, or corje-
rally, but fpiritually, even by believing in-him.

Of the feveral Ondevs of Nunifivy. in ehis Nother-Church.

This Church was endowed with a three-fold Order of Niniftry 5
L. Meffrgers or Apoftles, whote work was niore efpecially to gather,.
conftitute, and take care for the Churchin geaeral. 2. Edders, whote
worlcwas efpecially o feed ihe Flock committed to them in particular.
3. Deacons, whoft work more efpecially was 10 take care of the Pour,
and to diftribute the Alms of the Church o the ends for which they
were given, and confequently all Churches ought to maintain this O:=
der of Miniltry, unlefs they can fliew that God has repealed this Mis
niflery, in part or in whole.  "T'is true, fome things were pertinent to.
the Apoftles here, which were wemporary and extraordinary, whicli.
Churches in after-Ages wre not to expeét; but ic s alld true thas fome
things were ordinary,.and Lixed in that Office, for the continual ufé of
the Church, and therefore to remain for ever wsg. "1heir care for all
Churches,. their mavels and - labours to plint and fettle new Churchesy
their withftanding falfe Apoftles, s themflves are true Apofthes, Their
authority to appeafe {hife and contention which may arife among par-
ticular Paltors and Churches,which things being demonttrated i ow o i
Sianifinns Primitivas ( to which we vefee ) we {hail not here enkuge.

Thispart of the Apoftolical Office, was conferred on many in 1he
Apoftles days,who were alfo entituled the. dngels of the Churches, Rev. 2.1,
. which in Englifh, is, Mcflenger of the Churclies.  Of this Order-
was Fames the Lords Brother in this Church at Ferefalem, and fuch
were Trmothy, Titus, Sylvanus,dndronicus and Fnia, with others, A Mis
niltry as needful as any, both for the unity of Churches, and the -nn-
nagement of the moft important ifluirs of -the Gofpelhothyin the Churck

andi
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and in the World, as cxperience may convince men if nothing elfe
will do it.  And herc it were cafic to bring in the full "Feft of the
beft Auntiquity, but this Letter will not bear i,

Of the Difeipline or Governmene of this Mother-Chireh.

Tt was unto the Guides of this Cuhwch to whom  our Blefled Lowd
firflt gave Rules for the Government of his Church, Mer. 18. whence
we feara that in cafés of perfonal "Frefpalles, and fins of Infivmity or
Weaknefs, all poffible Love, Patience and Charity, fhould be exerci-
1ed by one Chrittian towards another, and the Offender, npon configion
of lus foaiey lovgiven, o feventy times feven Oftences: {0 abundane-
Jy fhould Chwity appear among, the Members of Clwiflt, But it was
ally in this Church where wilfull Iniquity was punithed with greac -
verity, as the Hypocrifie and Deceitof dnanias and Saphira 3 and the
like feverity was fthewed agaiuft Simon Magus for his Pride and Cove-
toufnefs, inafpiring to a Miniltry  for which hie was not qualificd, aund
to which he was not called by Heaven’s Donation and due vocation from
the Church, without which, woful experience hath taught the Chri-
an Nations, that it is in vain by Money, or for Mony to make Men
Minitters in the Chyiftian Charch,

In this Church was beld the beft and beft of General Councils, for
fetling the Churches in peace, when troubles did arife among them-
{lves, by meansof fule Teachers,&e.  And becaufe the Churches in
all Ages and Nations, may have perpetual need of fich helps, it fhall
not be amifs thit we  confider the Quuality and - Authority of fach Af-
femblics, left otherwife we be abufed by Wlwpation and Tyramy
arel firtt of the occalion of the calling this prefene Affembly, aés 1.

"Fhis Aflembly was called wpon the greatelt occafion that ever wi
mmely, the Repealing, or rather fhewing the Repeal, of many Di-
viae Ordimnees, and frecing the Chwillian Chweeh from their Obliga-
ton 5 becwfé they were cither fulfilled, or too burthenfome for his
Church, as indeed St. Perer avers,they were o heavie, that neither they
noy their Fachers were able to hear them; And the endeavours of this
Council was fuceetsful 1w the removal of them, and the feudement of
the Clirches in the Faithy and to the grear encreafe of their number,
Aits 16, From whenee we may fifcly conelude, that if Mafes’s Cerem,-
aes which were from Heaven, were a hindince o Peace and growth in

the
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lI\c.ChriIlim‘l Church, much more muft all Ceremonics devifed, and fm
pofid by Human Force and Power only,be an obftruion to ir. Let us
therefore ftand faft in the Liberty wherewith Chrifl hath made us free
and not be entangled in the Yoak of Bondage, whether OF‘LC‘ al, or
other devifed Ceremonics, ’ - B o
. 1;\’}:1?]1 :{:(c}:ll‘lvlilltcy (;\5¢%,l::§ﬁ>’1’f/’/f)-}- \.Vh:;m this Aflembly did confift,
ety b shengers, Blders an Brethren, and thefé did alf
e é’ de Crate upon the matters - queftion, oftering their Reafoms
{)(p ’ contra ~and the Dicifion was made, not by the interpolition
Power Apgolicaly bur by the clear evidence of Truth and Reafon, o
which they all'agreed.  The Apoftles aking here as Grave Farhers, -
ving fiee dudience and fuithyinf Advice, to which whén all .'\ rreed , lji;'
ffmcluhon was mixde in all heir namies, A5 appears /1;\7, ;}” 2 -,_’ N
Then ;‘;/c,(/&() it the Apafles and Elders, with the mwhofe C/;,m'c/: to ;':u:/ c’/r‘:j}l;
»ie of 'l/lrir own Compariy to- Antioch, and wrote Letreys Iy,rl;cm :ljh'r.llvil
:Z:Zl)lcr’; . ;T/w- Jl[igﬂ/&'.’, lf/ldcr: and Brethren find greeting unto the Rre-
i which are of the Genrles, & From the fiveet concord here, we
tuppofe all Churches fhould do well to conltiture their gencral Confifk.
ries of fuch, fecing fich helps fhe may have (Hll, jn thin«;s ordi: )
to c?ch Ofhice, if fhe render not her ©1f un\vorth;/ of them "
Now (o‘r the quality and authority of the Deevees, made by 1.is
or filcc.ccdmg Aflemblics, the cal’is clear of it GIF: "l'h('lf-/\\'c?"l’
flich things as feemed good to the Holy Gholt, wor thar the 11y Gl ,”:
sotr vevealed them, but brought to remembrance whe e Scriptull(('sjlilltlf
faid concerning them, and partly by what before thae time brzd been
fhewed unto St, Perer by «a certain Vifion of Gods accenting the Gen-
tiles, Ehough not cleanfed according to Legal Purihculh!n Xnd theres
fore till the Floly Ghoft reverfe thofe Decrees, they are 10 oblize u(ll
Churches to keep them inviolible. And inthis point (s ind(‘n,riri,n all
the veft) the Buptized Churches in this Age do land a wincls arsaintt
th/c ('hlm'dcr and (hfulw(licncg of moftof the Chritlin Nation: it
World 5 who make no Coniience of clflasing trom Bload, &¢. tinerl
they know the true Churche: il Religiontly cbfomee ot eerer i
1 cheidill Religtoutly abferve thefe Decrees Loy
feveral hundreds of yeutsafier,  Lerewddnam vel! s e cuflom o Chiggl
ans is to abftain fiom alf Blovly i thiizas Sevannivd ,//7 that it s )"-l‘r 'l'i'llj”;
Sfor l/)c'm,u_'/wu ey feed i ety Tablvs 0 7:.'m.".l/¢./'l'///:7 }/;_- :’f"u oo} :'/u} l‘;-.
l}' is f.(ll'llli‘l' i ly concluded from heree, g ol ".v-'i.-v-«l; ol (."[: -
rlCoureils i 6 far u!»'i‘;(in"»; only,ns e 1l s (I'_-('r:.'; ;l jlru Jroved ‘ro
be true, and not b eanl they are doereed in Couggil only 3 for here
Si Preer
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St. Peter proves, that Churches ave free from the obligation of Legal
Cevernonies, becafi they wear a Barthen ro0 beavy 10 be born, 2. Becanfe
Gad had accepred them alveady withonr thom,  Avd Fames [the Angel of
this Church) proves or conlinms the  fime by rhe Seriptuies, and thefe
Arguments, and Probations, fatished the Aflembly. And it ceraain,
the things prohibited by thefe decrees, were always forbidden, even to
Noaly and L5 pevpetnal Genevations, Gen. 9. 12, & Nov doesthis Aflem-
bly cxcomnmmicate or anazhemarize all that hall doube of the Necefl;.
ty of their Determination, but very fiveetly tells the Brethven they
{hall do well to comply: with their advice 5 for they kncw thiae cvery
Church had Power to punifh offendersyand to them they feem 1o leave
that Cave, and not to take the Powey of ay Clurch ot of their
Hands, as the manner of fomels.
OF the Café of Infints, or  sohether thy were admined to Baaptifim
in the Mother-Church ? ’
Inall e is faid of the Plantation and growth of this famous
“Church, or in that excellene Epiftie, which wasa long time after written
to them, there is ot one Word 1o be found of any one Infant being
brought to.Baptifin 5 and thercfore we hold to the Negative of this
Queftion 5 and it is obfervable, that though here lnF:mJt-Circmncili-
-on wits ablolutely excluded, yet is there no Argument urged for it from
abicir Baptifin, which hAd been very confiderable, had thefe been an
fich ufigze i this, or the Gentile Churches. And becaufe it is gra [(_'()1
now by many, and thefé the moft Learned too,(among whom tlfe .l’u-
pilts) that there is o Scripture for Difwnt-Baptifm, &c. But that it ftands
upon the Awthority of Lecleliaftical “Dradition 5 all that we Mhall fay
to that Plea in this place is, to defive any Man
% 1¢ is fid of the Ro- :;‘l'lhf)\v “']h.o. (lcln\'cr.c"d this thing to the Churches,
anCiniinns tht e © y what Authority, whether divine or Ine-
Light of Picry fhined  Dwm ? For fecing “tradition lignifies a thing defi-
in theic Minds when  wered, itis fit the Perfon or Perfons (lcliv::rinq
they heard Peer, WU ficha thing, fhould be known to be Perfon
ey weee not facisficd | wfilly inmower d Jeliv & Tradie: ns
with once hearing nei- (W Tully impowered to detiver fiuch « 'Tradition,
cher fatisticd with ehe  Lefore weean with fafety receive it, *
ierjeeon Loy fic e was o Jivered y
(}olﬂvcl is now it ure) tiat hu’:\"lml‘;:ll 121‘&?.‘&Sﬁ{).'.:zvcmglgﬁfnnﬁ{ﬁ'clb(orthorc
\'I.]ud) tiey had received by Lieaching, e, Enfe, it 1, 2. Chap. g, W:l/”l:;:
r;n'lflx./'v‘(‘.l'nyrl- of l$ vie eced il Golpel in Wriling, above vhe delivery of v in
I u..x.l-n:,u, :l_c;/f,ql." they beard it fron Deter kimfelf. Surethey are nor the fame now ¢
ja;]‘ ;r Trditionifrom whom iy hard so Jay)is more uow to'shemt than the J‘:ripmrcs
il 2he Suripunre norliing 1o them,bur a5 defivered and interpresed by Tradition,

or
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But how then Thall Infants be fived if Baptifin belong not to them ?
Tantiver, out of the mouth of St. Perer, Verfe 11. By the grace of anr
Lorid Fefus Chrifl they fhall-be faved.  And fitre a man might as well usk
how cin Infants be faved without Faith and Repentance, fécing it is
faid, he that belicveth noty fball be damned . and exeept ye vepent, ye fhall all
periflny, e, And what anfiver could any wife man make, five this? the
grace of God fafficeth them, having Chilts exprefs word for it, that
tothem belongs the Kingdom of Heaven; and this he fpake to unbap-
tized Infants too, whichis therefore {0 fatisfaltory that we need no
other cvidence, If any man fiy the words which St. Perer fpake in Coun-
cily A8t 15.11, are not meant of Infants,and thercfore not pertinent
to my purpofe. I fhall only defire him to confider, that thofe words
were fpoken in oppofition to this polition, Thae withons Civewneifion, aftcr
the manner of Molvs, the Gentiles conld not be faved : Now we knaw, it was
after the manner of Mofes to Civeumcife Infants, and therefore doubt-
lefs thefe falfé 'Teachers did queftion the falvation of Infunes dying with-
out Circumcifion. Therefore thefe words of St. Perer, which teaches
that by the Grace of onr Lovd Fefs Chrift both Fetw and Gentile fhall be fa~
vedy have their clear extent to Intants as well as to any other perfons
whatfoever : I {hall here only vefer the Reader to what we have farther
written, ina Treatife upon this Subjeét, entituled, The Controverfie a-
bout Infant-Church-Member-fbip and Baptifn cpitomized.

Gf the Reverence due to Saints, Augels, and to the Bleffed Virgin in particu-
lary accordsng to the nfage of this Mother-Church.

It was in this Church where the Holy Virgin, Mother of our Lord,
had her Converfation and Socicty,being with that feleét Company, con-
fitting of an hundred and twenty names, 4&s 1. 5. among whom
this moft blefled Woman is exprefly named, and vy whofe Prefince
this Mother-Church was honoured above allothers.  And here is the laft
mention that is made of her in the holy Scripturcs.  And this honou-
rable mention of her by name, and as the Morher of onv Lord, ((which
doubtlefs calls for great Reverence in the heatts of all God’s People)is all
the honour that the Word of God docs here confer upon her,  This
Church makes no Prayars to her, nor to Chwift in her name, nor taughs
the fucceeding Churches todo 105 yet furcly fhe was the greatelt Saine
that ever was , and if we have no ground from any dire€tion, nor Prefi-
dent in the Scripture to perform fich Devotion to Her, we cannot with

C any
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v
any fhew of Reafon, or pretence of Truch, do it to any other Creq. 5
true, Saint or Angel, whatloever,
And it is remackable, thae though this Charch had occafion o make
exprefs mention of David v cheir Prayers, afts 4. 25, yet do they not

ufc his Inteveeflion ae all: Bue this Honour they give to Jefis Chrift,
thae through his Name fuch things mighe be done, us wight confirm the
Trueh agrainft all Oppofers. Nov docs the Holy Gholt give any notice
of the Worlhipping of Angels, Saints, nor the Holy Virgin in p;ll'ﬁcular_,
in that Sacred Tipittie, whicli was fent to this Church atter the death of
Biffed Mary, e Mother of Fefusy 10 that this Mother-Chiwely, feems alro-

ea ¢
gether unacquaineed with fich Devotions : And much more may we

' : . | OR AN
afliwe our felves, they paid no fuch Devotion to the Images of thefe,

orof any of them, ~ If sy aflirm the contrarv, we anfiver them in q

the words of Ferom, Non Credimus i uon Legimus,  And with Apolli- .

MW, we dare add wothing to the perfell words of the New Teflament, ¢ ’
i T O

wheresp nothing wmay be added 5 and qwlerefiom rothing may be taken atvay
by bim thar will lead abfe agrecable to thy Gafpel, Bafelr Hitk 1, §.C 14

Thus Brethren 1 have for your fakes (Cas well as others ) taken o ; iti
frefh view of the State of dhis mofl Primitive Chureh, to whofe holy Al the Baptized Chriflians in England s Exciting thew to

pattern, thiough the Grace of God, you have diligently faboured o 1 Stedfaflucfs in their Holy Profelfion, under their varions

h

conform your fowls, hey Principles arc yours, her Government jn gond ! Tr)ml: and great Aﬂli(‘jioﬂl.
n‘.c;\[ﬁ'n’c isdyu'nrs, if lin any Illu'ng any of them be otherwife minded, - ’
my hearts defive b, thie God would fpeedily yeveal even the fime untg i .
o, and then ieis e be hoped i lr\ll \VZ“ difpofed, will i time fee l Thc SCcond PA R 1.
themfédves concerned 1o adhere to the truth of your Principles, in the
very Order wherein you maintain them,
J BRET & RE N, . .
S it hath pleaféd God to excrcife you many years with various
] Tryals and Afllictions, for your I":ulhﬂl[[\ds‘ to the (.,hnfh):m
Religrion (in vefpect of the Reflovation 9{ it to its ancicnt Pu-
] rity) both in the Form and Power of i, ‘\vhcr‘cm you have
! laboured hitherto, and have not fainted, bur, by the Grace of God,
i have atrained to fome degree in thar bebalf, above what hath, as yer,
( been atained by the generality of your (Toum‘ry-mcn, for \\-}\nclx you
owe the greateft Thanldulnels o Almighty God,  And having (as 1

Deat

verily  believe) Taid a right Foundation for a ue Churgh-Slpw, you
n:c“h}lldifpcnlib'ly obliged z% go on unto perfedlion, as the hvlk Churches,
which were built upon the fame Foundation, were exprefly required,
and exhorted, Feb. 6. 14 2, 3.
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In which Holy Profeffion, being by the Grace of God, one with
you, and alfo called to the Miniftey und Otice of a Mellenger of
your Churches [which I mention, becaufe it is the moft defpifed Office

amongft all Chriftians, as it feems to have been in the Apoftles days.”

¥ Cor. 4.9 do hold it my Duty, at this timz, to endeavour to
ftrengthen you (in what kmay) iy your Holy Profeffion ; as alfd to call
upon fuch as lrave been (Haken in mind by the violence of thofe Temp-
tions which have befallen them in common  with their Bretheen,

For as it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God,
fas thofé undoubtedly fhall, who draw back from the T'ruth they have
once embraced unto Perdition) o Iam very confident, that for any to
fall from the T'ruth, as it is profefled by the Baptized Churches, is the
meft-dangerous of all othery they being indeed the neareftto the Thruth,
in.the Priftine Order and Siwplicity of ir, of all forts of Perfons, who
own the Honorable Appellation of Chxiftian.  For,

What fort of Chriftians can withany Confidence look upon, or bring

themfelvesclofe to the Rules of St.Panls Catechifm,

* The Principles of % feh, G. 1, 2. (as the Antients.ufed to eall it)
the Doétrine of Chrift,  oycopy the Baptized Churches? T'o fiy' nothing
Tepentance,Faith,Do-

&rine of Baptifins, Lay- of others, can they of the prefent Roman Catho-
ingonof Hands, Re-  fick-Chireliy in any wife fquare themflves, or
furreétionof the Dead,  Juftifie their prefent Church-State by the Rule
Etgga]ﬂ]udg[ncqt. \ of thof¢ Sacred Principles, in the Nimplicity of
'm thcr;,owacs,.;ﬁf\c'z)c;_ them? No, thefe Principles of Chrilt’s Doévine,
der of thefe DPrinci-  will in no wife be concordant with the Cate-
ples, becomies a Foun-  chifin of the prefent Roman Chureh, {eeing a Do-
dation to it Chureh, - Qor of their own hath told us, that if the Seri
in which refpeét the ’ .
Principles are here  Poures muft be our Rule, &o. they mnt all erfs
called the Foundation  the Cudgels to the Anabapeifts 5 which is a plain
alfo giving upthe Victory tothe Baptized Chwirches,

aunlefs a Lcttcr Form of Do&trine can be-affign-
ed than this is, which will never be. Yea, fo prefing is this place
from the true Inftitution of the Antient Chviftian Religion, that the:
Rliemifts feem to be under no faull difficulty how to- exprefs themfelves
wbout it : For thus they fpeak uponthe Texr, Heb: 6. 1, 2. W féc here-
b (fay they) what the fift gronnds of Chriftian Iufbitution, or Catechifin,
were in the- Primitive Churchy and thae there was ¢ver a neeeffary hiflrulion
and Belicf of cortain Points, bad by Word of montly and-Tradstion, before men
canss to the Scripturcs, which conld nat treas of things fo particularly as was

requifites

L
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e for the teaching of all neceffary Grounds.  Among thefe Points were
:ZZ”‘/A'I‘I:cﬁc Articles cfm-:mcd n /J;/)c Apoﬂlul Creed Tbc .Do;'lm\;e “q/
Denance before Bapeifiny the Maner mx_:l Neceffity of B.1pf.|ﬁn.,{; ;CA,';I;;/:‘:;
wment of Impofivion of Hands afier Bapeifin ul/cfl Caufn-n{atm;ll, )J’,‘,ﬂ il
of the Refirretiony Fudgmenz, and fich like : lmfl.'?m.nlb:cbH;lfgix o [,:
if one fhould be fine co pick his Faith one of the Scripsuresy thire e
d Rule quickly. N ] o
’M{J.Itlt’sf{xigﬁl}y obfervable: from: hence, that the Iu'ﬂ‘ -G”\)\:i:l;]:;‘:‘.:
Principles of onr Churches (which indeed ure no ozhcr. “l{‘]:\Po(cm e
read, Ilb. 6. 1, 2.) arc o ety acknowledged, byl our m;) » rccciv{d
pofites, to be the fame which were i the Promitive I(l-‘)m“,b:ﬂimnon
Yor she fird Gronnds and Inflitutions of C/)r/j‘lmnu), or Cf m{l‘mu\md‘ o
and Carechifn. "That in the Primitimae Charch, the c(‘\ﬁo- ‘ C:. o
held: in the very Order now obferved by the B'.\‘Ptrz.cd ,nlnc ‘:f“‘; l‘:‘:cp—
e . e niion f e B
ifn.  Sure thisis a full Teftimony, tha (i ! ap
i’lf;‘](;d Cbk\:uichcs (now wrongfully called An'.\lbapfxﬂs) A”\L,lvr[)‘ci:i’{:[‘]/{(,)l)ls'
tuly Apoftolical.  Whilft all the Pedibaptifts_in (lixc Wor | fam %
whom, the Papifts) have quite fubverted this Oxde)\, l;.;wmﬁm o n}m
poled Baptifin before Repentance, and that 1nto Perfons that ¢
2 cntance, ) -
mpik.)l'cl‘giyR!eegl us there was a- neceffury Iuftrulion and Belicf of / Z“:s‘h:l,'_‘
Poinet had by Word of Moush and Tr.d(ﬁfion, before men ?m{e ‘10-1(,,1) s:;r;-
e Adimit this to be (0, in refpect of fuch pnr(sﬁo&l 1crmdl);d i
prures as werc then unwritten, whep the Apoftics Br kpof. ched the
Gofpxl 5 yet it is certainly falfe, in refpeét of (uchl (?(:i SSwiourp e
as were then in being ; for it's cvident that our Ble cd ; ;1cc rcgch-
pounded the Text of Seripmre, Luke 4. 17 1 8, 19. :mf i ll) chg \;'cri--
¢d to the People, and commanded his .Hcmers.to ;ar;‘m S
ptuwves, Fobn 5. 29, He did not fend his Heaters to Traditio, ;
Pupifts do. ’
Piﬂ he great Apoltle of thie Jews, St. Perer, cven (}mn w::g:; llllz x :gl;
filled with the Holy Ghoft, 48 2. 17. preached from,

1 Seri by Tradition..
confi is Doctrine by the Scriptures, 4. 2. not | dition..
X):élrlr’]lljli::h A(?h 8:“31 §. {;cgan av the fame Seripture which the Eeach

read, and preached to him Jefus, without making any uf¢ of Tvadision.

Apollo being mighty in the Seriprure (not in “Tradision) comvinced the.

Fetws, {hewing, (not by “Tradition) bue by the Seriptuires that Fefus is: the.

Chrift.  So did the great Apoftle of the Gemiles, St. Pawly 48 281245,

Pérfwading:
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Porfivading men concerning Fefus, one of the Law and the Prophets (not out
of “tradition) from Morning to Evening 3 and the beft fort of St. Pans’s
Heavers, fearched the Scriptures duily,(nos ‘Iradition) to fee whether the things
Spoken by bim were fo. :

7. Nor can the Papills well us what one Point of Necefny Inftruétion
or Belict was delivered by Word of Mouth, which is not now contain-
e in the Voly Seriprure 5 i otherwife, fer them affign ome neceffary
Dot of Faith ov fbuélion, fich, as without which, we cannor know
and frve God tuly and fully, and be faved ctermally, which is not
eomtained in the Holy Scriptures. Bue s this will hardly be awempted ;
{6 lex me exhort you, Brethren, to beware of all manner of Principles
and Dadlring, which have any tendency to weaken or invalidate the
Authority and Sufliciency of the Seriptures, which the Apoftle avers
to be of that fufliciency (cvenbiefore all the Books of Sacred Scyiptures
werce cxtant) as to firnifly the Man of God throughly to cvery good 1rk,
And then certainly, he who isin all Points of I'ith and Inftrution, a
good Chriltian, according 1o the Dodtrine contained in the Holy Scii-
ptures, willbe out of the reach of any juft reprehention, though he
lnow nothing; of the wnwritten Tradicion, 16 much pretesuled and ad-
mired by the Papills, or others.

Being thus fecured in your Principles, from the very  conceflion of
your Iinemics, and by the Autharity of the beft and moft Sacred An-
tiquity, cven the Holy Scriptures, you have no cwfé to fear the moft
important diflicultics, wherewith poflibly we may be wied in thele
diys. And thar we may the berter fee how the eafe flands between
the Buprifls and the Papils, with vefpeét to the two grear Ordinances
of Clwith, 10 wit, Holy Bapeifin, and the Holy Table of our Lowd
Jefis Chrilt 5 we will here take a View of the one, and of the other,
ina dittialt Column by it €1F the better o difeern their Difparity.

The
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- The Manncr of Baptifm
among  the  DBapti-

! zed Belicvers, com-
R monly called  Ana-
e baptifts,
|
A
Bapeift.
'-’-,.x HE Mcflenger or
' , \ T Elder being attired

in comely Raiment, not
much different from  the
refl of his Brethren, fivft,
Mk XG. Preaches the Gofpel to cvery
15 Creanre that  Is capable
and willing to hear, and
Rom. 10, When by Learing they Iuve
17, yecesved Fanth, the Mini«
fter explains the Doétrine
of Repentance from dead
Works, and of Faith to-
wards God, for the fu-
ther Illumination of the
Difciples underftanding, in
» Foh 17. the knowledge of the only
' 3. trie God, and onr Lovd Je-
Sus Chrifty that they gy

obtain Eternal Life,
"The Miniftcr docs o-
Afs 2. open the Doltrine of Re-
38. pentance in three parts ¢f-
peciaily, 7.e. as it conlifts
L. na due fenfe or know-
& ledge of the fifulnets of

&ﬁ Y Im
<
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The Manner of Baptifin a-
mong the Papifts, common-
ly called Roman Catholicks s
baken ont of the Roman
Ritual,by 2 Learned Hand
trauflated into Englith.

Pupift.

Fter many preparatory Pre-
feriptions, the Pricil being
drefled in a Purple Robe, calls the
Infanr to be Baptized by his Name,
and faith, 2Poar askeft thou of the
Chureh of God? the God-fathers
anfiver, Fairh, The Prieft faith
again, What flmlt theu ger by
Faith 2 The Ged-father replies,
Eternal  Life. Then adds the
Priclt, 1f shercfore thou nlt enter
suto Life, keep the Commandments :
Thott fhals foeve the Lord thy God with
all thy Hearty and thy Neighbonr o
thy Self.

Next, the Prielt blows three
gentle Pufls upon the Infants Face,
and faith, Go ot of Jum thou nnclean
Spirity and give place to the Holy
Ghaft, the Conforter. 'Then  with
his “Thumb he makes the Sign of
the Crofs on the Infants Forchead
and Breaft, fiying, Receive the Sign
of the Crofsy barh in thy Forehead aml
vty Heart, “Tuke the Faith of the
Tlewvenly DPrecept, andbe thy Manners

fruch
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Baprift.

fin: In truc Sorrow for
fin commitced, cfpecially
apgainft  Almighty God.
Ti2. The neceffity  of  forfa-
12, king the Converfation of
fin, and to walk rightroufly,
Seberly, and godly in thss pre-
Som Life,
The Doltrine of Faith
15 explained  concerning
Mat. 2.8. the Objeét, in refpedt of
19, 20. the God-head , the Fa-
ther, the Son, and the
Holy Ghoft, into whof¢
Name the Party isto be
baptized, and cfpecially
1 Cor.2.. concerning Chrilt “crucili-
2. cd, buried, and rvifen a-
again; and therewith is
fhewed, that in Baptifim
Rom. 6. we arc to dic unto Sin, to
4 be buried with him in
Baptifin, to rie to a Ho-
ly Life, and o to put on
the Lord Jefus Chrift in
Fob.3.3, Baptifin, as to be born
5. of Water and of the
Liph.§.2.6.5pirit through the Word,
The Minifter does o-
pen to the Paity 1o be
Baptized, the whole Do-
rine of Baptifins; Livlt,
Thatof Water, which is
the Baptift of Repen-
Mat.2.8. tagce for the Remiflion
18, of {ins, in refpet of the
Power

Stouvadvumadwdd,

Papift.

Such as thou mayft now become the Tern-
ple of God.

Yhen follows a Prayer, thar
God would always prosett this his
Elet one Cealling him by bis Nawe)
that is figued withy the Sign of the Crefie

Then laying his Hand upon the
Child’s Head, he comes tothe Be-
nediétionof Sale, of which this is
the Form.

I exoveife or commre thee, O thou
Creature of Saley sn the Name of
God the Father dlmighty PX‘, i the
Name of onr Lord Fefits Chrift *,m}d
i the Power of the Holy Ghoft *, I
compure thee by the living God FX‘, By
the trie God '*1,1}; the toly God ‘*‘;
By the God *, twhich created thee for
the fafeguard of Mankind, and hath
ordained that thou fhouldfi be confe-
crated by bis Servants to the People,
entering imo the Fusthy thae in the
Name of the Holy “Ivimity o thon

Shouldft be wmade a wholefome  Sacra-
went for the driving away the Enc-
my.  Morcouer, we pray thee, O Lord
onr Gody that in fanflifying, thon
wonldft fandlifie *, this Creatre of
Sualty and in bleffing, thou twouldft
blefs i *, that it may be to all that
receive sty a perfetl Medicine, yemain-
ing in their Bowels, in the Name of
the fame Fefiis Chrift our Lord, twho 5s
abous to come ro Judge the Quscl and
the Deady and the FVar/d by Fire. dmen.

Then

D.qtliﬂ.

Mas.2.8., Power by which st is com-
18. manded , the extent of it, to
Ack v, every repenting Sinner the
2.8, end of it to bea Pledgre of
4t 2. the wathing away opﬁn,
16. and to give us admiidion
Rom.x 2. intothe Church of Chrift,
17 to draw near to God in
IEb, 10, Prayer, with Eull affu-
22, rance, having the Heart
fprinkled from an evil
Confiience, by TFaith in
the Blood of Chrilt, and
ow Bodics wathed with
pure Warer, cven the
Water of the Baptifmal
Covenant,called the wafh-

ing of Regeneration.
2. That of the Holy
Spirit, the Pramife of the
Afts 2. Spuit being made so al!
38. that onr Lovd doth call;ind
therewith  doth  expliin
the fourth DPrinciple of
a8, 8, Chrift’s Do&trine, Laying
At 19, on of Hands, with Pray-
ers, as the Means  ap-
pointed of God 1o abrain
that Blefling, even the
Gal. 3. Promife of the Spirit
14. through Faith in the

Word of Promile.

* Ma.zo. 3. The Baptifin of Af-
22,23 fiction is alfo opened,
that. the Sufferings of
Chrift (called by ﬁimﬁ:lf
a

Papift,

Then the Priclt putting a litde
of the [loly Salt into the Child’s
Mouth, fiith, Lake thou the Salt of
Mafdom, be jt thy Propitiation unto
LErernal Life.  amen.

Now follows another Exorcifing
of the Devil, wherein he is con-
jured as before, then the Prick
figns the Iofant again with his
Thumb on the Forehead, faying,
Znd this Sign of the Lholy M8 thhich
swe give to his Forehead, thou carfed
Devily never dare tho to wviolate, by
the fame Fefus Chyift onr Lord.
Amen.

Thenthe Pricft pus his Hand
on the Infants Head, and makes a
Prayer in order to his Baprifin,
then puts part of his Robe upon
the Child, and brings him within
the Church, faying, Enter thou in-
to the Temple of God, that thou maift
partake with Chrift in Eeernal Life.
Amen.  Then follows the Apoftles
Greed, and the Pater-Nofter, &e.
Then follows another Exorcifing
or Conjuration of the Devil.

Then the Prieft takes Spittle
out of his Mouth, and touches
therewith the Ears and Noftrils of
the Infant; when he toucheth his
Ears, he faith, Epthapha, be open=
ed; and touching his Noftrils, he
fanth, for a fiveer fimelling Savo.
Another Conjuration  follows  in
thefe Words; Be packing, O De-

D :
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Buapiift,

a Baptifin) may not be
feared, but patiently en-
dured, according o the
Will of God.  This s
the Sum of the Dothine of
Baprifin, taught by the
Baptized Churches.
"I'he gthand Gth Prin-
ciples of Chrift's Dotrine,
“Cor.x5.are likewife particularly
opened, concerning  the
Refiuredtion of the Dead,
and’ chietly of Chwift's be-
ing raifed” Bodily from
Afsyy.the Dead, as the moft
31, fiwe pledge thae the Dead
hall' be raifed Bodily :
and the etermal Judgment,
in which every” man fhall
1.Cor, 5. veceive according to the
1o.  deeds done in the Body,
whether good, or bud.
Toall whith the Par-
' ty to be Baptized,declares
As 2, his affear, in the beft
40. maoter he can ;. fhewing
n‘l((') his &nfe of Sin, and
lorvow for it,% his purpole
to live holily ; his Laith
m Chrift his Saviour the
Ak, 1. only Son of God, and
5 that it js. his defive 1o be
A5 8., Baptized according to.the
16,37. Will of God.And then the
Minifter, with the Con-
gregation, or perfons pre-
ent,

Chutch..

Papift,

vily for the judgment of God js at hand;

Then the Priclt asks the In-
fan, whetlier he  renounces the
D‘evil and all his Works, and all
his Pomps 2 in thrce queftions,and
the God-furhers  anfiver diftinctly
o them.  "Then the Pricft dips his
Thumb in holy Oyl, and anoynt-
ing the Infant 'with iton his Breafk
and betwixe his Shoulders in the
hgurcof a o, Jaymgy Lanopne thee
II’II() the Oyl of Satvarion i Chrift
Ffis onr Lord, that  they mayfl cb-
rain eternal Life,  Amen,

"Then the Prieit puts off his
Purple Robe, and puts on another
of White, and.asks three quefti-
ons out of the Creed; and recejves
tllF God-fathers anfivers, then asks
thisquettion, whether ehe Infune il
be  Baptied? and reeeiving  the
God-fathers anfwers. to thar, He
Potirs Wter thrice npon the Child’s
heady and veciteth over it ouy Sa-
vmlur's. Form of Baprif, doing it
cch ume at the nami i
three Per{ons, ¢ g of the

Aud now comesthe Chryfin or
holy Oyntment, in which dipping
his Thumb and anointing the In-.
fant on the Crown of the Head
in the Figure of a "k, He thu;
prayetlt; O God Ommiputenty the

Futher of opr Lord Fefiis Chrifd, who
batlhy Regenerared thee of Wter and
the FHoly Ghoft, and swho hath Zivon

thee.

T

Mark 1.
19,
Fobm 3.
2 3-
Afs 8.
38.
Mar2.8.
19,

[
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Buprift,

{ent, do make Prayerand
Supplication to Almighty
God, t reccive the re-
tarning finer, and to blefs
and fndtific his own Or-
dinance to him. And then
the Party to be Baptized,
Leing cloathed with con-
venient Garments for de-
cency, he s had o the
Water, whevecalling up-
enthe Nameof the Lord,
he is dipped into the Ri-
ver,or Water, by the Mi-
nitter, s the Name of the
Fathery andof the Son, and
of the oy Ghafl.

Aud as in cvery thing
Chriftians are to  give
thanks, fo this whole Ser-
vice is concluded with
farther prayer,and thank{c
giving 1o this effedt, That
s it has pleafed God to
call his Scrvant, or Ser-
vants out of their finful
ftate, and to bring them
into the way of Truth,

Papist,

thee pardon of all thy Sins, T anoine
thee nth the Chrsfin of Salvation, in
the Name of Chrift Fefotr onr Lord, to
Esernal Life. Amen,

And next after follows the Pay
tib, and wiping of his Thamb
and the anointed Head, he rakes a
white linen Cloath, dud purtring ic
on the Childs Head ufeth this
Form, 'T'ake the white Garment,
tiluch thon smayfl caryy wunfported be-
Sove the ‘Tyibunal of onwr Lord Fcfuis
Chrify that thou viiayt have Eternal
Life.  Amen,

And lattly, he puts a lighted
Candle into the Child’s, or God-
fathers hand, and fith, Receive the
burning Lamp, and kecp thy Bap-
tifm blamelefs ; keep God’s Com-
nwmndnients, that when the Lord
fhalt come to the Wedding, thou
may"L nieet him, &e. concluding
all with, Go sn peace, and ehe Lord
be teith thee,

There are: morc Conjurations
and Ceremonies added, {Jc. But
let thefé fufhice at prefcat.

10 it would pleafe him to enable them to perfevere to the end,
to his Glory and their own Erernal Comfort.
Nor do we put any Vow, Covenant or Fromile upon any

Derfon, five only whae

the very Nawre of the Baptifmal

Covenant it {elf does in its own evidence carry along with i,
it being our greateft care, neither to add to, nor to diminith
ought from the holy Ordinances of Chift, but to keep them
as they were delivered a firft o the Church of God: 1 Cor.

1L, 2.

D2 Now
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Now Brethren, as it is an Obfervation,

with Black doth f¢emy. more white;

Scripture(and gracioufly reftored in
thus compared with (he fuppofed Buprifim
muft needs feem more lovely, and the w
Fables become more manifeff to ali men. Let us now fee
Have been more happy in the other B ' 7

¢the Lovd..

Baprit.

Thic manner of the Baptized
Churches “in  Celebratir
the Holy Table of the
Lord.

T HE Congregation

being met together,
and having fpent part of

. the day in Preaching,md

s 2.0, Prayer,. commonly  to-

7. wards the Evening, and
ordinarily upon the. Lcls
Day, the Table is de-
cemly prepared,. and the
Bread and Wine fit up-
on it alfd in decent man-
ner.

‘The Meflenger or i
der does excite” the Peo-
ple to due Humility, and
Reverence i their ap-
proaching to the Holy
Tuble of the Lord, Mew-.
ing the.occafion and Au-
thox_'ily by, and upon
which. it. was Inftituted

for.

that White being compared

{0 the true Baptifin according to the

the pratick part among you,) being
of the prefent Romman Church,
retchedne§s of their  devifd
whether they
reat Ocdinance, The Holy. Tuble of

Papifd,

The manner of the Celebration
of the Bread and Cup inthe
Mx y2aken from Dr.Willie
in bis Symopfis Papifini,

T O fiy nothing here of the

_ Roman Church, denying w
give the Cup o the People, the
Pric(ts only drinking of it; nor
of the Pricft only partaking of the
Brcn(j and Cupiin’ divers of their

fafles, the People only looking
o neither of their Adoration of
Ehc Ldlemems of Bread and Wine
m thefe words, 1 Worfbip thee, 1
Glorifie thee, I Praife thee.  Nor
yerof that Paffage in the Commu.
ion of the Mafs, Lesus Vorfbip
{/)L.‘ Sign of the Crofs, which are
things too large to be difcoured in
alLetter; o Mall fuffice ro for
down the manner of. theiv Cele-
bration,

1. Al s done in an unknown
Tongue, which the People unde:r-
{tand not,.

2. The:

i
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Baptifd,

for a perpetual Miniftry
in the Church of Gad,
The great Ufe and My-
ftical fignification of 1,
as Chrift is evidently fer
forth in his Crucihixion,

. or bitter Death upon the

Crofs, as the alonie Sacri-
fice, once oftered for the
Sins of Men, and that
there is no maore Oftering
for Sin, but the Ofleving
up of Chrift once for all,

Then he putteth them
inmind of the qualifica-
tions, necelfary on  their
partto the due Reception
of that Divine Ordi-
nance, without which
they will come together
for the worfe, and nat for
the betrer,

"Then takyng the Bread
into bis hands,  he calleth
upon Gad in. the Media-
tion of Jefos Chrilt,for a
Bleffing upon the Bread,
that it may be Sinétified:
for thatholy ufé for which

it was ordained by Chilt,.

and that by Faith, all
that are to partake of that
Bread, thercby may feed
upon the Body of Chrift,
which §s the erno DBread,
and by bun live for ever,

"Lhen.

Papift.

2, Thic Bencdicamns Deomino, in
fing ten times together, and Tre’
Mifls off is fang thirteen timesy
with long and-tedious Notes,

3. The Prictt is to fay divers
Prayers privately to himfelf.

4. He is taught by the Rubrick:
tomake thirty feveral Crofles upon
the Bread, the Cup, the Alavnd: 2
his forchead.

§. Their Geltures are a5 fol-
loweth.

‘I'he Prielt boweth his Body,
and lifting up himfelf; lifleth the
Altar on the right {ide; then he
boweth again, and looketh to--
ward the Hoft [that is thie Bread]
e joyneth his hands, wipeth his
fingers, lifteth up  the Holt, then
he Titteth up his eyes, and boweth
himfelf, and lifteth up his cyes
again, he boweth again, and lift--
eth up the Hoft above his fore-
head 3 then he tncovereth the Cup, -
and holdeth it between his hands,
leeping his thumband  his fnger:
together.,

Then he boweth and Jiftetl up
the Cup alivtle, then to his Breaft, -
or above his Head,  He ferteih ic
downagain and wipeth his finggerss,
then he fpreadeth bis Arms a-crofs.
He-boweth his Body, rifing up, he
kiflcth the Altar on the righe Gide,
He finiteth his Breaft; uncovering
the Cup,he makes five Crofks with,

the
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206.

1 Cor.
I1.29,

1 Cor,
(0.1 4,
15,106,
17.

Al 2.6,
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Bupeifi

Then he breaketh the
Bread, pronouncing the
words of Chrift, ‘Ths is
my Body, &e.  willeth the
People to veceive it in ve-
membrance of Chrift, and
as fliewing forth the Death
of Chrift till he come the
fecond time  without fin
to Salvation.

In like manner be ra-
keth the Cupy after the
People have received the
Bread, and with Prayer
firablc to that grear My-
ftevy, it being fandtified,
he pourcth out of the
Wine, remembring the
words of Chrift, s Cup
s the New Tefbament in my
Biosd, e, partakes of it
himfelf (as he did alto of
the Bread) and givesit o
the Deacons to Comunn-
nicare to all the Congre-
gavion, and they all drink
of it

Then fome word of Fx-
Doreation s given to ile
People under the confidera-
tion of the unfpeakable
NMerey of God inthe gift
of his Son o dye for us,
that we might live Erer-

Lupsft.

the Hoft beyond the Cup, twice,
on each fide under the Cup and
before it

"Thenbe Tayeth his hands upon
the Altar, the Deacon reaching
him the Paten, he putteth it to his
right eye, then to his lefr, he nia-
keth 1 Crofs beyond his head with

it, he kifleth it and layeth it down,

Then he breaketh “the Hoft in
three, holding two picces in his
left hand aud one in his right over
the Cup, which with 2 Crofs he
leteeth fall into .

Then he kiffeth the Corporas:

the Deacon raketh the Pax from
the Pricft, giveth it to the fib-
Deaconand he to the Quire. Then
humbling himfelf, he firft taketh
the Body, and then the Blood, 16
he gocth to the right horn of the
Altar, the {ub-Deacon pourcth in
Wine, and the Pricftrinfeth the
Cup, and wafheth his hands turn-
ing himfelf to the People.

Cometh again to the Altar, and
turacth to the People the ficond
tune.

Then bowing his body, and clo-
fing his hands, he prayeth to him-
felf: he riftth again, making the
fign of the Crofs, and bowing a-
gain, gocth fromthe Altar.

vally with him : all is concluded with Prayers s the Lord for all
his Bleings,in the moft Joytul manner that the Minifter is able
w0 exprefs thém, and then ufiially fomcthing is given to the Poor,
as cvery mans heart naketh him willing, being not conftrained
thereunio, but as the love of Chrift conftraineth him.

T'hus

st e

Pear the Churcy, 5¥
‘Thus, Brethren, T have given you u brief account of the Ceremoni-
ous Obfervations of thoic who would be thought the rueft Church on
Earth, though they have afitnedly changed the Ordinances of our Lord
more than any fortof Chriflians; 1 have alfy fer bcf_orc you the puri-
ty and fimplicity (and yet the greac ulity ) of thefe two great Ordi-
nances, that you may be more imvardly affeSted .\\'lth'lhcm, llmt clpe-
cially  with him whom they fo excellently reprefeat, for to thisend are
they ovdained o fer foreh Chrift and him Crucified, L
OF all the difficultics with which you are likely to be tried in refpedd
of your Religious Prokcfion,thar Sugition wiuch concerns the Judge of thefe
and other Controverfies 1 Religion, is like 1o be the molt dungerous, be-

*awfe you have been little exerciféd in it asald becaufe many perfons.

;4
of great Eminency and Authority are deeply radicated and very expart
inan opinion diametrically oppolite to yours, for they fy, thae the li-
ving woice of the Chuvehy affembled in a General Conncil of l/c“r B'y):lo}u and’
Dellors, s the ouly infullible Fudge to decrsmine all Contraverfies it matiers:
of Faith and Religion.

On the other fide,, We have been taughe, and have conftantly be-
lieved that it is all Chriftians Duty to vely chiefly ,  and before all things,.
npon the Authority and  fyficicucy of the woice of God himfelfy as he [jeaks
i the Holy Scripstes, as the befty aid only infallible Decider of all ,G)-uﬁ:uu. ;
that flall avife, ( efpecially s the Chriffns Charchy and fince the holy 8o
ptures wers written amd received ) about matters of Fuitly amd l(u/;:{\uou. .

And indeed it feems very itrange thatany man fhould rlunk' there 13
a better Judge than God himfelf, of what is uue, and what is other-
wile, in matters of Religion ; and to be fure he fpeaks to us with the
greateft Ceviainty, and Authority, by the holy Pen-men OF. the Scri-
pares.  And itis as flrange that the Chureh, who mutt devive all her:
Light and Authority from God and his Wozd, fhould appeal men 102
her 61 rather than to him: methinks they fhould fiy to us (;\s C':u;ﬂ:{-s
Subflitute faid to St. Pand) Haft thou. Appealed to God, as he fpeaks n
his Seriptures? to God and his Scriptures hale thou go.  And efpeci-
ally when this is the queltion, What fort of Cluiftiars are the true
Churchof Chirilt? for it fems then the moft unrealonable thing in tie
Warld, thavany Party contending for this" Vitle [ "T"he Church | fhould:
be her own Judge ; and fecing the Church ot by mcerly avenching
(upon her own Teftimony only ) shae Jhe g the Churehy, make any
proof or demonftration that fhe is o, it remains theny that we mult
have fome Intallible Rule by which o find the Church.  And nu(v( ::

iod,




32 Pear the Churcy,
God himfif does not reveal to us who s his Church, we flall never
fid her 3 nor does he reveal this, but by the ‘Teftimonies of the Scii-
prave, there mualt we find the Church of Gad, or no where.  For
none bu Euthafigls pretend w any other Revelation in this Cafe 5 and
to fpeak feeely, Tdoube the Papitls are more then a ljtle Em/mj'iu/’h"cnl-
for rather than ler God's Word decide this Queftion about the Church,
they will flye.to Mivacies, as if a falfe Prophet may st fbew a Sign, or
a .H’umlvr, sedy and that Sign and IVonder come 1o /mﬁ t00y and gct’llm:
thing: hie brings it 1o prove, be nothing bue a lye: fee Dea, 1 ¢ Smt
ly he thae fhall pretend to work a Miracle or Wonder jn .'/u]f.z!,y; to
prove {uch,_ or fuch A People 1o be the Church, 1 fould the more ,([Ill
peét both him and his Church 3 becante we have a fure Word of Pro
phecy confirmed by Miracles already, which Word, doth as ful| ié;
torth the Chureh, us it fies forth any thing 5 infomuch as men m-ly as
well call for Miracles to prove theve is a Gody and that this Gad .?, .
asto call for Miracles to prove the tre Charch, B
Indecd the Church of Chyift being once found,then all wige and ‘modeft
men will readily lend an Kar o her in all things, and efpecially when
ﬂ}c undcr(:\lgcs to expound the dark or myfterious points of ol}:r Reli-
giom, or offers her Judgment in things doubrful, [for as for the com-
mon point of thg Chriftiun Faith, he that is 2 wife and good Man
and no ways byafled Ly Intereft, may perhaps know thefe thin ﬁ.'lS,
wellas the Church, or at lealt, fach as call themfelves Cl)lll'CI)-lgl;z‘l]‘]
But to be bound 1o adhere to any Church in thefe days, 45 to a people
which camor pogibly be miflaken in any matters of F: :lit,h or I‘{clli rign
feems to be an Atribute roo high for any Society of Sintul mien t“-umi
there is wone that lyveth and finneth nor.”) Vor feeing God hath not told
any fich thing, Thar the Church canior Evr or be Miflaken, it oughe nt):
to be fpoken: and if it be only propet tothe Almighty © fay I-t- cannot
be 5 Te mult not be faid of the Chuely, that She cannot lye, left he 1.10
prove us, aud we be found Lyars, Row, 3.4 LetGod be ;rm and vor
7y Man a bary for thus it is written; and again, Hofl 11, 12 ’ E; lﬂi"—
m cmt‘anﬂ‘cl() me abour with Lyes, and the Houfe of fracl Il’if}J Dt‘-:eif Pl')‘ ;1:;
was the Café: of the ten 'V'ribes : and thaugh Fudab be jofliied as 1o 4l ofe
Tmpicoesy yeu Chape 12. 2. God tells them he had a Controverfee wish f/J:an

affé. Certain it is that famous Churches have crred in matters of Faith

m')]ddmhlm were us liable to err as they, no Church being herein pri’

viledo ; - | . ~ » 0 . ”

v lDC( A!)o‘vc anothery for any thing that God has fid in his Word,

"t he - every where exhorts his People to bcwari of Sin, Error, and
s 4

Apollacy,

Bear the Church. 33

Apoftacy, and commands every onc that hath Ears, to hear what the

Spirit faith to the Churches : but he dees not fiy to any of them thuae
they camnor Err, therefore we are not to hear fuch a ftory of any Church.
Mar, 16.18. Is a gracious Promife indeed, That the Gates of Hell fhalf
wor prevas! againft the Church of Chiyfty as founded vpon himfclf, in the
true Faith of St. Peter.  But this Promife belongs to all true Churches
vqually, yetno man cver durft affirm from hence, That no true Church
can poffibly err.  And St. Perer, who underflood this Promif¢, never
told any Church of his Planting, that they conid not Ear; but rather tells
them they may err, (o as 10 fall from therr fledfaftnefs, and be led away
titl; the ervor of the Wicked,  Indced if any Church could be affigned
here on Farth shat cammor erry or be deceived in marters of Faith, it were
the cafieft thing n the World to find the Truth, having once found
the Church for we fhould have no need to know any thing but what
that Church fpeaks, and to receive her Determinationsus God's Oracles:
but then I confider again that we fhould perhaps have great inconve-
nience alfo.  For, if all the Decrees made by General Councils be
abliging to us, and were bound up together, we thould never be able
to read them, nor Idoubt, to underftand them; it will then be our
beft, at the long-run, to take San&uary at the Word of Gad, as our
Guide, and Superiour tothe Church. .
But 1 conﬁcrcr farther, that no man makes any particular Church
this Guide, but docs refer us 1o the Univerfal Church, as aflembled in
a General Council. Surely cither this is to make as many Univer{al
Churches at leaft as there has been Ages fince Chrift was upon the
Larth ; or if all make but one Univeifal Church, the diretion given
to follow her Sentence, is fearce praélicable; for how long will it be
before a man can be aflured, what was held, and what was rejefted
by the Church inall Ages? indeed there ave Men bom of great confr-
dence, who will tellus that the Catholick, or Univerfal Church hath al-
ways held fach Do&rines, and fuch Traditiors as are unwritten, €Jc.
Now it highly concerns all Chriltians, as much as in them licth,
to make fure work with fuch boldTalkers,abour the truth of the things
which they affirm, efpecially about the truth of the Antiquity of thefé
things, that is, that they appear by fome Divine Record to have been
delivered to the fift Churches, by Men approved of God, to be the
deliverers of Divine Inflitutes; and if they fail here, it will be ill ven-
turing te follow them in their after-cnquiries.  And there is the higheft

Reafon in the World to ftand a5, ftrongly as peffible for the firit Agfe;
’ E or




34 Dear the ThHuwcy..
tor fuch pure aud undoubted Antiquity is neceffary i our Cafe, . from
the tenowr of our Bleffed Saviows Argumentation againdt the Fews, in
vppofition to a Tradition, or Mfwcal Preceptin the Calk of Divorce,
Mare 198 From the begnigg st was wor f. Foy fecing the Apoftles
did faithfully deliver the whole Counfel-of Gad 1o the firlt Churches,
condenming all thar fhall wach otherwifé than they had taunghe the
Cthe Do&rine of Godlinefs 5 or that {hould not confint 1o whalefome
words, even the words of our Ford Jefiis Chrith, it is therefore necet:
~fary 10 bring all Doélrines and Pratices in the Cluiftian Church to the
"Ceit of the moft pure an | Primitive Antiquity 5 for that Church which
Inuh that Argument Lairly on her fide,eannot tail of all other Avguments,
which can be any way necelly for her Jullifigation y for indecd this
furft Aigument does infer all the yetl, and they that have not this, have
none of the other; which thing being well conlidered, look back upon
your Principles (O ye Baptized ('-l\}'illinns) and upon what hath been
aid for them, even by your Adverfaries, and tuke comfort; for whoe-
_ver boafts of the belt Antiquity, it is cevtain that you only have it
For whar isthe moft ancient Record ? Ioubtlefs the Holy Scoprure;
and if 1o, levthe queflion be about Chirilt and his Church, there muk
we find them both, or no where, 1 any Man like not this Dodbrine
_lee him thew me, it he can, thefc lovely Objedts without  being behol-
den 1o the Seriprure, Some [ have knowa to attempt this, but with
lamentable fhceef, being foon driven to a fhameful filence ; and indeed
the whole World mut dcrnn‘t into weer Hlence as touching this great
Myttery, Chrifl and his Church, wnlefs the Word of Gad, (as it is de-
livered in the Holy Scriptures ) through Faith, nakes us wife in thefé,
great Concernments of Sufvation, 2 fim, 3. 4.
et men alledge all the Authors inthe-Wortd, and all the Tradidion
thu ever wag, i the Holy Seriptures mufk mor be their own LEvidence,
aid {o capable to command our Belicf of then ;- then for the fime, or
sather mare foreible Reafons, then any Man can being againft the
Seriptures, afl Authors and ali Traditions fhall be damb- aud uftlefs
as w the produtionof the leaft dore of Divine Vaith ; {0 that the. Pa-
pills ar the Iong-ron (mutt it they know how ) few us theiv Chuich
without Scriptyre, or any Author, aud withour Tradition alf,as 1 have
formerly \Yl'.lllt(fllyllllf() youl, being provoked lhurcun}é by feven Queries
fantby a Learied Papill, who iy bis Lt o meylozs tudertaketo defiver
WimflE from this Uifeulty after this manner 5 4% may (fiith he ) proce
3he Clurch by the. Ily Scripsmrey aud the Seriprure by the Churchr, and . this
by
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by a Regreflus Demonfteativus, sichout a vicions Circle, becanfe we’ Juppofe
then bothy fufficiently proved, and pradently accepred for fuch, by all the M-
tiver of Credibilityy as Miracles, Holincfs, &c. by which Chrift proved him-
felf wnd bis New Gofpel. But as for the Sofe of the Scripture, 1 have wore”
than fufliciently demonfiratedy that the Seviptre it folff camnot bear rionef; Sor
ity bue that this mufl be had from a Living Fuudge, viz. the C/)llrc/:, the
Infallible Interpreter of Gody Moyd.

To this Fanfiver bricfly : That is a vicious Circle, our of which
a0 man can lawlully deliver himfelf, bue muft run in a Round with-
out end 5 and truly fuch is this Civculir Argumentation 'off.“}ny Adver-
firy, he will prove his Church by the Scripture, 2. He Wil prove the
scriptire to be true by his Church, and he will prove his Churely true
by the Scripture, before the Seripruve be proved yues, and he will
prove the Scripture to be true, after it hath Proved his Church true.,
This Meander is no way to be avoided that [ can fee, but by fuftering
cither the Seripture, or the Clureh to be jis own Evidence, for his De-
manflrasive Regrefs makes his Cafe worfé ; for by it, they be both fuffici-
ently. proved, before cither of them be proved, and both pradently ac-
c?)zcd, before cither of them be aceepred 5 and which is moft ftrange
of all the reft, thele thingsare all done before the Scripture hath nny
fenfe known; for of thishe is the mott of all confiderit, rhat the Senfe of
the Seriptiwve mufl be had from a-living Judge, viz. the Church, -the Iq;’nlli-
ble nterprcter of God's Ward.  So that this is the Conclufion of the
whole Macter: “The Scripture withour Senfe muft prove tha: Roman
Church, and the Roman Church muft then give the Senfs of thae
Seriprure, which had ho Senfee before, when it proved Her to e the
Church § here is indeed a Regreffis, but no fach thing as & Demonftra-
s,

Methinks wife men fhould confider that the Holy Scripture i3 its
own Interpreter ina_grea, if nor the greatelt pait of ir, thevNew
"Peftamenr being the beft Inverpreter of the Old "Veftament, and of it
ElF alto in many plcds: for Example ; Tt tells fus in. one place, that
the Heavens il secerve Chrift from thd'time of his Alcendiony 4 the
tines of veficfhing  flutll come from the Prefence of the Lord. 4l 3. 21,
And hence we hold, that no Chrittian mutt fay that the real Bbdy af
of Cluilt, which afeerided to Heavien, s upon the Earth, till he fhall
be féor the focond time, {tor God fhall fond Fefirsy fidth St Porer) be-
caufé the Seripture tells vl i anotlter place,” " Uhae i Fefits wore on fzm/),
b flould not be o Pricfl, Heb, 8. 4. . ‘
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It is therefore as plain as plain can bey that dhe Papifts make void
the Pricfthood of Chrift, and contradi@ St Peser himielf, when they
tell the World that the real Body of Clwift which aféended into Hea-
en, is now really, carnally, corporally prefent upon the Earth, that
i5, upon their Altars, and in the Hands and Mouths of their Priefts
and People, as often as they celebrate Mafi, and confequently he is fo
tar from being reccived into Heaven rill the time of bis ficond com-
ang, that he s, according to their own Opinion, reccived bodily upon
Earth ten thoufind times, and in ten thoufind places, tohis being once
received bodily into Heaven.  Sure their Opinion is diveStly againit the
Seripture, as fiwe as their Tranflfantiation is diveétly againft the beft
Senfe, and the belt Reaton, with which Alinighty God hath endowed
the beft of Men, as has been clearly evidenced by many learned Dit:
courfes 5 among which, 1 would commend to your Peruful, onc ltely
publifhed, under the 'Tide of 4 Difeowsfe againft “Tranfubfbantiation :
Printed this Year, and (old by Mr. dyhmer av the Tree Pigeons againft
the Ryal Exchange, Price Six Pence,

My Learned Adverfary, and indeed the Papifts generaly, do urge us
vehemenrly after this mannery admitting shar the Church s to follow the
Rule of God's revealed Word in all ler Definitions 5 yer they hold it ex-
treamly irrational, that all that can read it, (hould be bis own Duterpreter of
sty for 10, fay they, He will be bis own Fudze, And as in a Nation
where no Judge of the Law is appointed, there can be no Juftice, bue

every man will be his own Judge ; 0 likewifé, unles there be a Su--

pream Judge in Matters of Faith, to wir, the Chureh, fom whom no
Appeal may be allowed, there can be no end of Controverfies, &,
This Objeétion is confiderable : to which I fay,

1. Whatmy Adverfiry meansby God’s revealed #9ord, 1 do not very
well underftand, but 1 doubt he extends that Term farther than the
Holy Scripture, elfé 1 am fiive enough, the Church of Rome bas no re-
vealed Word of God to follow in very many of her Obfervations : but to
Iet this pafiat prefent, Ianfwer to the Obje@ion thus ;

2. It feems to be built upon many dangerous Suppofitions, fich as
thefe, "It we ought to veft upon the Sentence of a Priclt (for we mufl
hear the Church out of his Mouth) for the ftate of our Soul,as on the Sea-
tence of a Judge in a Civil Courtfor a matter of Debr, &z, and that we
are no more bound to fearch the Scriptures for Eternal Life, than to
fearch the Statute-Book for our ‘Temporal Life [nay, here I do them

no wrong, forthey will permit us to read the Statute-Book, but they
’ forbid

[T TR R =

j7—*'f B T i O W‘W‘ -
Deac the Churcy, 37

forbid us to read the Holy Scripture.] It fuppofis the Prieft cannot
deceive usy when the Prephe tells us, that though the Pricfts Lips
Shaudd preferve Knomledge, and that we fhould feck the Law at bk Month,
yet they bad canfed many to fiumble as the Law, becaufe they had been par-
tial in she Law, Mat. 2. 8. Itfoppofes, whoever falls under the Sen-
tence of the Pricft, is as furely damned, as he is eaft or hanged, that
falls under the Seatence of a Judge in Law. [Which nuy be falfe, for
the Pricfts did joyntly fentence our Blefled  Saviouv, Saymg, #Ve have a
Law, and by o Law be ought to die.  1U's true, whatficver the Churcls
dothy bind on Earehy is bound in.Heaven ; but then nothing is bound ont
Farth, wle fhe judge righteoutly 5 for it is wrinen, thac the Crfé
canfelefi fhall not come, Prov.26.2. and feeing fhe may be deceived,
fat kealt by falfe Witnefles) She may condemn the Innocent, though She
vad no mind to do 6, which fhews She is not infallible, whatever men
ialk to the contrary.] 1 do nor like this Opinion, thercfore becaufe it
leaves not Liberty for thofe whom the Church condemms, to appeal o
much as to Almighty God, who knows the Hearts of all men, whillt
the Church knows them not,  But Ianfiver to the Objeétion, by fay-
ing,
gl. Thereis a Judgment Authoritative ; this indeed muft be referr'd to
the Church, and no wife Man cver thought otherwife, and the Mem-
bers of the Church mufk be content to abide the Scarence of the Church,
though they beinnocent, till Gad clears their Innocency ; butall this
while we fuppofe the Church we {peak of, to be a true Church, and
that She judges according to Evidence ; and yer becaufe She knows
nat all Secrets, nor all things contained in the Scriptures, we allo
fuppofé She may poffibly miftake, though never (o~ Honefk
But,
2. There isa Judgment of Knowledge or Difcretion, by which Men
reccive the Truth of the Gofpel, as underftanding, and fo belicving it
to be 10; and by the fime Judgment he refufes what is falfe, as un-
derftanding it to be {o; and till his Underftanding be well informed, or
rationally fatisfied by convincing Evidence, he cannot, if he have the
Underftanding and Spirit of a Man, do cither the one or the other.
And hence it is, that Salvation, (and confequently the nicans to ob-
tain it) are offered to men in the manner of choice, Fofb. 24. 15 Chufé
shen shis day whom you will ferve. Heb. t1, 250 Mofes chofe rather ts fiffer
Affs&ion with the People of Gody than to enjoy the Pleafires of Sin for a fea-

JSon,  Bnd forafmuch as all Men are not called at the fime momcnt,{b“t
. ome
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fome reecive the Trath in their Youthy wthers v theiv middle Age,
fome ot Gl OUl Age s all the Libery which we eontend fory s, i
Aen nay have the free ufe of the NMeans, by which they may know
the Trauthy, and be allowed 1o undertband ic before they be :adn]i\(cd
w Sacred things, that they may not only be able to give a Realon of
the Hope thatis in them, but alfo be able todo (as they are alfo exhort-
) Prore evay man bis een FFak, that bewmay have vgoycng in bimfelf
aloney and st i anothery, Gal. 6,4, 5. ' Thus much i anfiver to this Ob-
jeltion,

There it no Man living  that would more gladly (than my {cIf)
ive o the Clhureh of God, all that Plonowr and Obedience which God
hathallowed Hlery but to fay, She camnot e, is to make Her more like
God than Sheis. Fehink all that can be fifely affirmed, is, "That She
el nat fail fo, as witerly to ecafe from being, but thar God will have
aChoreh i the World, 1o be his Winels to the end of the Wosld,
thougrh the Apoftacy be never fo grear, or feemingly univerfal. - And
asit plealed God to forefhew the grear Apoflacies, which fhould be found
among the Cliriftian Nations : 5o he was gracioufly pleafed to inter-
mix fome words of comfort, that- when it-fhould o Gl our, that the
Spoufe of Chwitt fhould e like the Dove in the fecgt plices of the S/“hjr.'-,l
Cate 2. 140 or thrult into Prifons, and out of fight, which might
canle the Faithful cven to think there was no Church remaining, (like
that of the Propler, who defived rather to die than to live, becauft he
thought the Faithtul bad utterly failed, and himfelf left alone) 1 fay,
ipt then they fhould remember that rhe Gares of Hell” floould siot prevasl
againft rhe Chachy and therefore God hathalways had o’ Church, haw-
ever {he might he obfcured, '

Fimally, Brethren, my Hearts defire and Prayer-to God for you, is,
that you may be of ene Mind and Judgmentin® all the Will of God,
and cfpecially in thefé Sacred Principles before, mentioned, and in the
ConfBitution of your Miniftry, invidpedt of the Threefeld Orifyr of Mi-
nifters, under which the Geft-Churches wcrc_',u\'{doubtﬂly'gévcrncd, vig,
Meffengors, Lihdersy and Deseons. And Ldo the’ rathen advife to this, be-
caufe fome have been pleafed to - pubdtifhh jo Pring that -there ave only
two Oflices remaining i the Church of Chrift, wiz. Flders and Dea-
cons 5 'Ehis Preslprowan Prnciple, willy 1 fear, undo fiich as receive it
They buldly weltus, that the Olhiee of “tijrahy and Tiens was demporary,

ad ifihey had none to fugeeed them, Wihat T have formerly writtcn
i 5e defeiiee of the finfk of thefe Offiees, 15 c,\':m{t among, you, and
a5 yer unanbivered, and o that J refer you Our
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Our Divifions have been, and will be, if continued, very prejudicial
to the Truthic RI€; and our Adverfaies hnow how o make vie of
them againit us, and our Holy Profetion, though they cannor be lg-
norant of the great Divifions which wre in the Churches in the Apo-
fHles Days, nor thould they be ignarane of their own 5 and o the end
they may fee they. ave nomore happy in e matter than theie Neiigh -

“hows, letthenmy eonfider what Berwnd hath written: of themy a3 he it
quoted by the Lewned, v Cane. Siin” 33, His Words are o this
('”C\‘.}. ’

“ Fyom whom fhall the Chaneh hide her 030 Albare Friends, and
allave Eoemiesy all e Kinsfolks, and all are Adverlicesy all are

Houlhold Servanes, and there is none ac peace; allave Neightowrs,
and all feck bt theiv own Prafi. "They are Minitters of Chiitt,
and ferve Ant-Chiilt 5 they - do walk i the Honowr of the Good-
nefs of the Lovd, uato whom they do o Hounowr, 'Thereby cometh
that Beauty of the IHarloy, which thou feeft daily in their Appavel,
as the Players of Comedies.  As inthe Apparel of a King, there-
by thou feeft the Gold n the Bridies, Saddles and Spars . "Fhareby
are the Tables beautilied with NMeats and Vellels: Thercby cometh

“Drunkennefs and Gluteony : Thereby proceedeih the Havp and the

“ Viol: 'Thereby ave the Prefles ruming over, and the Garners full,
 anfering the one to teather : Fhereby are the Boxes sull of Qynt-

¢ ment and fiveer Savour: Thereby are the Purfes flled, "Lherefore

“ would they be, and ave the Princes of the Churches, “T'he Pro-

Cvolts, Deans, Arch-Deacons, Bithops,  Arch-Bithops, and  thefe

¢ things come not fawlully, but becanfe they walld in the butinefs of
< Darknefs.

“ Behold now in Peace my bitternels is moft bitrer, Jv hath been
® before bitter in the Death of Nartyrs, afterwards more bitrer in
“ Convroverfie with Heveticks; now itis moft bitter inthe manners of
“ thofe of our own Fonle. We can neither chafe them away, they
“are (o mighty, and multiplied  without Number; the Sores and
“ Plagues of the Church ave entred into the inward parts, and are incu~
“ yabley apd. thevefgre s her Biemeds moft birer.

end i Plid.go.6,1 1. © O Lovd Jefts,thow halt multiplicd the People, |
<« bur not éncreafed their Joy 5 all the Chriltins almoit, do feck their
* own Profit, they have removed the Offices to (hametul Gain,. and
“ o Works of Darknefy) and the Jealth of Souls is not fearched
“fory bue the Pleafiwe of Viees: Therefore are they (horn: "Lhere-
£ fore do they frequent Churchies, and fingg Pilis, They,
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« They contend moft impudently daily by Procefs, for Bifhopricks,
“ Arch-Bifhopricks, &c. There remaineth nothing, but that the Man
€ of Sin, the Son of Perdition, te revealed.

And on the Converfion of $¢. Paul, ¢ Alas, O Lord God, for thefe are
“ the firlt which do perfecute thee, whom we'do fec to love the higheft
“ Places inthy Church, and do hold the Principality, and by Power
 and-firength have 1aken the Archesof Sion, and afterward freely have
« fe all the City on fire. "Their Converfation is mifcrable, the Subver-
fion of thy People is pitiful.  ud fpeaking 1o the Pape, he faith, “'This
¢ Mortal Corruption hath not begun in thy days, but I pray Ged ic
“ may cnd in thy time. In the mean time thou arc apparelled and
“ decked up very gorgeoufly. If 1durft fpeak, thy Seat is rather a
¢ Pack of Devilsthen of Sheep.  Did St. Perer do fo? Did St Paud
b “ mock after that ort? Behold the murmuring and complaint of all
! € Churches, they do cry out that they are cut in pieces, aud difmem-
¢¢ bred, 'There are very fcw, or almoft nore, that do not fear the
“ ftrcak or Wound. Thus far Bernard.

L.t not then the Papifts contemn or defpife us, becaufe of fome De-
foéts, in refped of Unity, neither let us defpife them, becaufé of cthe
Difeords which have been, or avc among them. Let us beware of the
' caufe of thofe Calamities, and firive only for the true Form, and due

Power of Godlinefi, then Thall the Spirit of Hatred, which hath infer-

ted it {elf amongft Chriftians, be rooted out ; and then fhall that greac

. Badge of Chriltianity, mifeigned Love, (even the Love of God, fhed

. abroad in our Hearts by the Holy Gholt) poffefs the Room of all our
bitter Contentions, That thus it may be, is the Prayer of

Totur Laving Brother,

Whitten in the
Tear 1685,

‘Thomas Granthant,
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Suppafe the Rontan Church had thofe Manuferipts in their:
Hunds, what Mifts might they caft npon the Nations, and who
conld come ta the ficht of thens to difeover any fuch abufe ¢
and the fame may be faid of any other potent Party.

Lt now the Originals being mo where to be found, but yet
awmltitude of Copics extant, and the fame tranflated by s
multitndes of Mesinto feveral Langnages y by this means all

T s

are forced 10 be more peaccable thar perhaps they ave willing to .

ke, fince they have only Capics of the Divine Oracles, and o-
shers have Copses as well as they, fo that they can rionc of them
prevend 1o have cuer [en the Oviginal, and therefore can they
lefi quarrel abont their Copics.  Thus hath God’s Wifilom dif-
pofed herein, better for bis Chureh than She could have thonghe:
er-defired.

Anel it isworth obfervation, that fiarce any of the Churches
to whom St.Paul srrote, had the Original fent to them, (ex-
cept the Galatians) but-had only certaire Copics written by di-
wers Hands.  For Inflance, 'The Epifile to the Hebrews
was writcen by Timethy, as *bis faid ir the Post-Seript. The
Epilile to the Romans was written by Zertins,  Four Per. 4
[ons wrote the frlk Epiftle co the Corinthians, Poit-Seript:
Tivo Brethren wrote the Sccond Epiltle, Posf-Serspt. Ti-
ahicus and Onclinus wrote that to Coloflus. AU thefe
Churches had only Copicsy and for ought appears, ncver faw
the Originals, ,

Ancl what if fane of thefe Copics did accidentally vary fome
Word or Tittle, are the Sucred Epifiles ever thie worfey fo long
as the Holy Dollvine thevein contained , was not injuved 2
Can we think that when the Holy Apoftlcs preached, that they
bad flill the wery felf-fame Phrafes 2 Thig were idle 1o jma-
gine, and yot they bad the felf-fame Gofpel to preach in cvcry
Pl.«'(’.

tines 3 no, wot.inthe leastrow@ 5 yet ifaccideatally, in Tran- }

Jeribing, ‘,,

Lfpeak not this, as if I approved of altering the Holy 17vi- o

P — e
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Jeribing, or Printing, there flonld be fome fuch Failure, 1 do
wot think that by and by that Copy were to be rojelfed, or the
uthority of the Scviptures therefore to be called in gucfion,
shat nien might fet np themfelves above it. Some mwder pre-
dence of being the Church, and others pretending the Spivit,
whilfd they both rejel¥ the Church and the Spirit, as held forth
inyand fpeaking by the Holy Seripturess A plain Inttance of
$his, we have in the Papilts, and molF Pzdo-Baptilts, mho
whil§t they feem to admire Genera) Councils, Fathers, cve.
they regard not the Decrecs of the beft Couneils and Fathers,
which were held by the Apolties and Elders, and Brethren ar
Jernfalem, who among other things, forbid the eating of
things ftrangled, and Blood, which the Church obferved for
JSeweral bundyed of years afier [ for indeed they were déli-
vered to the Churches to be kept, #ot to b broken, Adts
X6. 1, 2. and yet without all Confeience of thefe Decrees, they
Jeed npon Blood, &c. And on the other fide, how ridgidly do
they impofe the Decrees of the Trent Councils, in the Cafe of
Tranpubttantiation (thongh never heard of beforc it was there
invented) infonmch as they have punifbied with the cruclei?
Death, fich asin Confeience conld nos fubferibe unto it.  God
give ther a bettor Underflanding, and more Moderation for
the fitmre,

But ye, Brethren, as you have received thefe Holy Decrees
anong the reft of the Heavenly Rules left nnto us by the noft
Antient Fathers, cven the Apostles of onr LZovd, Jo walk in
thenr, and keep the Ordinances as they were delivered by
them, who received them of the Lord. Now the Tord
increafe onr Faith, that we may be able to Sfand faik in the

Liwth, and to overcome all "Diffienltics.  So prays your
DBrother,

Thomas Grantham.

Fa = Bear
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EPI'TOME

CONTROVERSIES

BETWELN TIE

PAPISTS

AND THE

Baptised Belichers.

By THOMAS GRANTHAM..

Les shat therefore abide in you which you have heard from she Beginning @ if that
which ye have beard from the Beginning fhall vemain in you, ye alfo Shall conti--
nug in the Sony and in the Fathery . and this is the Promife which be hath Proms- -
féd usy even Eternal Life, 1 John.

Unto the perfet Words: of the New-Teftament nothing may be added, and!
from which nothing may be taken away, by him that will lead a Life:
agrecable to the Gofpel.  Apollinar. /. 5. ¢. 14a

Z.0/N.D.O N, Printed inthe Yéar;, 1687;-
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EPISTLE

READER.

Clwiltian Friend,

T is now about fixx and bremty years fince it pleafed o
Learned Pﬂf’ﬂ to fend feven Qreries to the People conme
monly called Anabapeifis, in the Connty of Lincoln, -
bout which many Papers were exchanged, and in the

2ear 1662y fome part of then: were Primed under the Tisle

of the Baptift againtt the Papift,or the Scripture and Rome

in Contention about the Supreme Seat of Judgment in

Controverfics-of Religion.To which the Querift never replied’
in Print, but only fent me a fov Notes in Manufeript 5.
which feven Queries, with my feven Amti-queries 1 foall an-

wex 1o this Epiftle.

The Tynth ie, Idid then, and do- [lill look upon this fort of
Chriftian- Adverfavies ( fo I call them) to bethe maft fubtil,as
well as coberens wish shear Principles, keeping clofe to cheir dy-
gnments, and ufing all very much the fame Mediums: and
were the Truth with theve (" as in sany things I am fatisfied”
itis uob) this very thingwonld be therr bigh Commendation.

Biusi



amnft needs be the move dangerois , wherein they fland oppafed to

The Epifile to the Reader.
But miffing the Heavenly Mark (more is the pity) they

the Truth, of which being very fenfible. I cannot, as 1 love plain
T ruthyand the Souls of all Men, but indeavour as weh as in me
s, after a ChriStian fort to wndeceive (if it may be) fome of
sheny, and to prevent others from being deccived by them.

1 fpeak mot this.as foaring them, but as truly loving thews, as
they bear the name of Chriftians, and donbtlefs are as zealons
in their way as any, tho Lo wevily belicve they are wnder the
greatefl miftakes of any that prof f¢ the Chriffian Religios, ex-
cpt profiffed Enthufrafts.

That I treat them tn Love is no wow thing, Tet my Words
written more than twemty years finee witnefs, now in my Epi-
fHle to the Reacer thus gon find themr. Not that Ienvy thofe
of the Papal Church, or defire them any evil; Not that I
dcfive they fhould be expofed toa Suffering Condition for
matters of Religion, or that they fhould be denied any li-
berty in that Refpeét which I defire my felf, nor for any
other prejudice ( God knoweth ) do T publifh this {mall
Treatife, e

And what 1 faid then, T fay now, being-verily perfivaded by
the Seriptmre, and all good Principles which d conld ever mcet
with, that they and all men [ living foberly and quictly undey
the Government | ought to bave at leaft a fricndly comnivance
wvder onr differing femtiments from the eflablifbed Form or
Order of Worfhip, &ec. But 1 am no Dickatory I muft feave
shefe things tothe pleafire of God, aud she prudence of our Go-

vernorsy only this is my D.termination, in Chrifl’s flrength
tolive and die faithfal te what I kuow of the waps of Truth,
and to my own Confeience. Praying conflantly for the /mppiucﬁ'
of my Prince, and all bis peaceable Subjeéts.

Tho. Grantham,

o,
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Bear the Chuech

. The Third P AR'T.

CONTAINING AN

| EPITOME

OF THE

Controverfies depending between thofé who ave commonly ealled
PAPISTS, andthofe commonly called AN A-B AP-

TISTS: Occafioned by Seven Queries proponnded by a
Learned P APIS T.] @ ik /

the Partsof the Author, above his Brethven, nor yet above his
Adverfaries (many of whom are undoubtedly Men of very

rare Parts and Accomplithments ) which moveth hin thus to
appear;and to call forch all the Strength of Reme in Argument to defend
their Church aad Religion againft the poor Baptiged Churches in this Na-
tion: Buc it is only the Clear Evidence of Truth, on their fide, as con-
tained in the holy Oracles of God, which gives Boldnefs to this great
Undertaking,  Which in all due Humility, Chriftian Love, and yet
. G witk

L E'T the Chriftian Reader know, that it is no idle Conceit of
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with holy Confidence, is thus attempted, for a fair Trial of the Cad |
or Calts  dependng between the Parties above mentioned.  In the
Name-o'f God therefore let us proceed ro the Particulars of the Seven
Luerios {nt to the Bapeifls by a Learned Papigh, which tndeed comtains

- the Sem of the Controverlies between the faid Parties.

N

Papilt Query 1. Buptift Anti-query 1.

PWixcther tee are to refolve all i What Controverfie in poine of
Sovences v poimt of Religiony only ot Religion can you vefolve without
of the ¥Written Word of Gpd 2 the Written Weord of God? And

) ‘whether the Written Word of God
be a perfe&t Rule for Matters of Religion?

The foft Pare of this Anti-query concludes in the Negativey, she latter
Part i the Afivmarive, and affords (s I think) this nndeniable Avgu-
mene, -

Thas which is the only perfeft Rule to all Chyiftfans in the greareft Maters
of "Religiony and that toighone wbich neither Choift ,  tha Church o mo
Chyiftian Religion can be Idwwn, # the only infullible Rude by which all Comtro-
werfies ¥n point of Religion, are to be vefolved.

But the Ihly Scriptures are the omly perfel Rule to all Chriffians in the
greatefl Mattert of Religion's and tha without which ncither Chrift, the
Churchy nor Chirifiéan Religion can be known, )

Brgo, Tho Kpoly-Schiptines aro the-only anfullible Ruls- by which alf. Controvey-
flas iu goine. of Religiammmong - Chrifians.are t0. ke refolvcdi

Papift Query 2. Baptift Anti-query 2.

How Lowow you precifely whas 5 the
trut Word of God ?

Whether fome Book muft not
of neceffity fpeak for ic £t [or be
received for God’s Word upon its
own Evidence ? ] and whether the Holy Scriptures do not beft defrve
that privilege 2 And:whather it be not too great prefumption. to fag,
There arc no Holy Books, ut thafé which you and we havergceives
for fuch, feeing thofe which w- luwe,, tell us there were othar Holy
Wrings, which never yet cainc to our Fands, nor to yours?

L
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Forafinuch as no Society of Chyiftians in thefe days can bear witiefs to the
truth of any thing npon their oon knowledg, fighty or heaving ( as the dpofiles
did, 1 John v, 2 Per1.16.) for fearce fo mnch s one hundved years, and
this their Teflimanyy alfo, being but of buntan Auhority, it remaiveth of necoffi-
2y, that fome Books of Record mmfl be veseived npon the Authority of the Au-
thory in 1whofe Name they fpeaky and the Divine Gvidence of the Matter con-
eained gn them s and hence we argue, the Sufficiency of the Seriptures onm Au+
thorsty, to command our yeception of them, fpeaking to ns n the Name of Gody

wd carrying in thenfelves Divise Bvidences in rofpect of the mutters therom
contained,

Papilt Query 3. . Baptift Anti-query. 3:
How know you that yonr Capics and
Tranflations of the Bible, are the true
Word of God, fince the Original Wri-
£ings-are ot come ¢0 your Hands ?

What Copies and "Tranflations
of the Scriptures have youthat are
move true than ours ? And where
arc the Original Manuferipts of
the Prophets and Apoftlea ?

Sceing it was nor the Pleafure of the Divine Wifilom, vo préferve, and pres
Jent t0 all Nations, the vevy fift Pieces of Paper in thich the Divine Oracles
soere soritten sy but rather to preferve many Copies, and canfe them tobe fpread
throughout the World,  And fecing mo fors of Clriftians dare protend so have
Tranflated any of thofe Copics by an infallible Peny but only according to the
beft Skill they have acquired or learned in the Oviginal Tongues 5 I¢ twould bet-
ter becomwo all Learned Chriftians to bend their Minds o ycllifie { whar they
my ) any Imperfellion or Miftake that may be in any of the Tranflations, va-
sher than by fich Querios as this, t0 open a Gap 2o Unbclief and Irreligion.

And though ymuch might be faid (by a captiomt Perfon ) agamft the Eng-
Kith Tranflation of the Vapilts, ser to prevent vain Fanglivg, we refufe ot eo
be aried snt the Cafes degendsing i thefe Querics, and Anti-querics, cither by
their Tranflazion of the Bible, ordy that which ¥ allowed by Authority 2 And
JSeoing no Papilt js able to produse the prime Orviginals, let them beware how
they quivvel ojeh our Copies, Ieft fome quarvel soishy theirs : adl-ofo infload of
Edificationy they bring forth nothing bue vasn Comention : and fhow themfetves
wngratefil to God, and mifchicvons to men.  Yor whas man of any Modefly
wouldwgbraid anothery becanfe he never farw the Original Witings, sobon nei-
ther himfolf, nor any san living ever fatw them, wris ever like ¢o fee them 3

G 2 Bapnift

Sy
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Papift Query 4. Baptsft Anti-query -

Wiere tee differ about the Sonfe When we differ about the true
of the WWardy by whom muft we bo Church, or the Meaning of Au-
tried? The dead Letter cannos expluin  thors[be they Fathers, or Casicils) by
wilf wham mult we be tried?  Thefe

cannot fpeak for themfelves, more.
than the Scriptures : And whether, the Scriptures being compared to-
gether, do not explain themfelves?  Alfd, whether this be not an op-
probrious, and ignominious Specch, for you to call the Seripture g dead
Lerter 2 And whether the true Lovers of the Seriptures , ever vouch-
faked them fuch ill, and indeed improper Language ?

Of all the Seven Quicrics, this is the moft difficult 3 foe what we have Jasd
totkis Difficulty inour precedens Epifle.  Let the Papifts prove  themfelves
£0 ba the true Church, and the Contention abont the Power of the Church g0 de-
cide Differences which may. peife abous the Meaning of the Scriptves, will

with more eafe be bronght to a period.

In the mean timey as we nsuft every one

give an account of our felves to Gody fo it is the Duty of every Chriftian ro Ia-
bour to ynderftand the Scriptures, Mat, 24- 1 §. Pro, 22, 20, 2.

Papift Query s:

What clear Text have yon ont of
the Scriptuves, for the Proceffion of the
Toly Ghoft from the Father, and the
Son 2 Or for changing the Sabbath
Srom Sarurday ¢a Sunday ? O for
probibiring  Poligamy, or Infant-
Baptifin 2 and whether there be not
@ clear Texts to prove unwritten
Traditions, Purgatory, and the Re-
al Prefence ?

Baptift Amti-query 5.

Whether the Baptifin of thy
true Chineh be not ome? And
whether the one Baprifim be not
exprelly foundin the Scriptures ?
and whether the Scriptures do not
prohibit all Baptifin of Water, be-
{ide that ane? Aud whether the
Papifts have not confelled, in many
of their Books, that Infant-Baprifin
is not found in, nor grounded up-
on the Scriprure ? And then, whe-

therit beuot clear, that all the Texts, which fpeak of Baptifi in Wa-
ter, do prohibit Iufane-Bapefin ? - Alfo, whether Fobn 15. 26, & 4.
36. & 16, 7. be not clear Texts, that the Holy Spirit procecdeth

from

e e - e e
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from the Father, and the Son?  Alfo whether 1 Cor. 7. 1,2, 3.do not
as much prohibit one Man for having two Wives, as onc Woman for
having two Husbards?  And, whether it do not ciearly prohibir the
latter ? Alfo,whether there ba sny chathold the Firft Day of the Week
urider the Notion of a Sabbath, among the DBaptized Churches ;
and yer whether there be not clear proof for the Religious Obfervati-
on of ity Afs 2.0,7. I Cor. 16, 2. Alld, whether it be not abfurd for
you toask for clear 'Texts, to prove unwritten things?  Alfo whether
Purgatory, and the Real Prefence, as you hold them, are not plainly
deftrudtive to fome Articles of the Chriftian Faith.

Tor, is not this the Faith of all und Chriftians ?

Y. That Almighty God docs love ne Crearure in shys Worldy fo much as the
Creatnire Man y sor docs be take any Creatnre on Eartly nte that nearnefs of
mion with himfelf, as the Souly and Bodses of thafe that fhall bo faved,

n .
2, That the bleffed Body of Chrifty after his Afccnfion into Glory  admits of
no Change, cisher by Addition 10 his Subftance of bis Liefb, and Blood ; or
Diminusion of any pave thereof from esther, *

Now it is moft cerrain, that the Opiiiion of the Real Prefence by
Tranfigflantiation of Bread and Wine into the very Body and Blood of
Chrift, God-Man, doth evidetly milirate againft thefe clear "Tyurhs,
with the greateft bRpoﬁrion, as will appear by thefe Confiderations fot-
lowing, g )

1. Though the Love of God to Mankind, efpecially to all that fhall
be faved, is exceeding great ; yet itis certain, henever died,nor ever
will SO take them into Union with himfelf, AS to Tranfubffantiare
their Bodies into the Divine Subflance of Chrift, and o make their
Flefh of the ime Effence with himfelf, as he is God Bleffed for

cver,

And therefore itis in no wife to be believed , ‘That God Almighty o
loves the Creatures, Bread and Wine, as to'turn , or tranfubffansiare the
very Subltance of them,into the very Subftance of the only Son of. God;
whom we believe to be of one Subftance with the Father.

It
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e 85 alfo further to be confidered, That thouglh the two Natures in
:Chl’l(}, e the Divine, and Human, are united afted an unfpeakable
mannct ; yet no Chri&ian docs believe, that God did Irm(ﬁ:bﬂm)ui;ucl(hc
bl'xbﬁancc of the Humane Natore, iito the Subftance, of the Divine
Nature, and that the Forms of Flefh and Blood only does remain
How then i it atall credible that God fhould Pegfie the Creatures of.'
Bread dnd Winc, by tutning tliem into the Divine Effence, n‘s WCil as
N Flurhan, tobe worlhipped with the highet degree ‘af
br. Willet Sy~ adsrarion which is praper 10 God bimfelf> Con, Yrent
nop/ Papifp.s6 1. S]CIT 1 g.?:m;.Gi And the Words of Belmin arc vcryl
‘ ninyGod (fatth he) is verily and il fbi
Mat. 4. DBrit Cl)r'iﬂpi)') the Efl'cl)(‘n)'lﬁ, ‘1:'307] God ;]L’rgo.””J robe ofbippes

T'hus nutch of the Fitft Propolition. And for the Sccond ;

il is to be confidered, That If the very Subftance o
Wine, be really rranfubftantjated, into the S{;bﬂnnce of (S\E&c’sa (}'?cnf;il
and Blood, then tlicy do cither rémain that ime Subftance of Clift’s
Yleth for cver, of élfe they afe ufter fome timic elther annihitared, or
twned to Corruption.  But to fy elther of thefe, is flatly to dcny, or
oppofe exprefs Scripture, which tells us, That the F/L_"/b of
AQts2.27.  Chrift fow noCormption, and shat be comtinuesh cver.  And
Hecb, 7.24. f;o:r t}}c firft, that Bread :uf}d Wine, afcer the Words of
o onfocration , Feéblaing for cven, of the § ]
Chuiffs Real Body,’ it is rio way credible. TFor then the Bo(?; bcg}':d g)frci;)(g
muft have received a mighty Augmentation fince its Afcenfion.  For,
?

Tfall the Bread which has been cobifectated for almeoft

fhall be fuppoléd to be all in onie: place, at any tine (as ;hxrz :1)12 \zfizllsé
Flefh of Chrifi’s Body is f0) it mlght, for Ma himéc, compire With
a Mounwin.  Audif all thevaftqiiantity of Win, which havh Iieen
confecrated for thie like fdace of ‘Hite, were fuppoféd to be tollefted
{as beﬁlrc all the Blood of. Chrift remains in his Body, bcing infpuflible
:io b[hcd fince he wene into Heaven) itmight compare with a_ confi
. f:h;] _lc‘_lFouptmn ,gf'Wm's:r. But both theéfe are o very abfird, tha
;;_sTofgc;gj 1?{?5 Cf];{ﬁlﬂd’l\fvll}"afﬁfl}lm them ; and vherefore'that Dot
nfibftantiation,which niece nfe ' oAl
furdities, isby no méam to be' ’x’c’ccrii'%"dinfm Mhefytnd maty mmcm‘j-

K
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If the Papifts hall reply,and fiy, "That though the Bread and Wine
be really turred jnto the FleM and Blood, Body, Soul, and Divinity
of Chrift, yetit isnot neceflary thatthey veinain o for evef 5 fhall
carneftly defire them to fhew us what becomes of it then ? - And Task

‘whether by fuch reply they do not niake the Real and Glorious Body

of Chrift the moft mutable thing in Heaven and Earth,being,accordit
to this Doékrin, ﬁlbljc&‘ to Ue teally made, and unmade every day, an
that in a thoufand places on the-fune day?

1€ any (who are little acquainted with the Do&rine of tlie Fréfént
Church of Rome) fhallqucﬂionwhcxhcr they do indecd hold fo grofs
an Error, as to teach, thatthe Bread and Wine in the Encbarif? is turn-
¢d into the very Subftance of the Divine Nature of Chrift, as well as
his Humane Nature ; he niay fe¢ it fully afferted by a Learned Papit
in a certain Carechifim, entituled, An Abridgment to Chriftian Doflrine, the
]a(til'jdi(ion, Printed at Doway,s 1661 PAffe 3940 195 in thefe
- Words. )

Quolt, Whas is the Bleffed Enobarift ?

Anfw, It ir.che Body anrlfllloo'd of Fefur Chyift. true Gody and srue My,
sohole Chrifty undev the amward Forms of Bread !

and Wine. This Catechife is Print-

, el w‘ig;}'_me' ap'prbb:\l'\%;\
Quefk. Yo whay manker is Clyift prefent under féﬁemﬂﬁ"{,fﬂt}f’c‘ E%W;
thefe Forms 2. Colledge at Domdy’

“Anfior By-the trie and Real Prefenco of liis Divine and Human Na-
swave,. amb not: Flguratively onlyy as fonie, wonld: have it God in. Mergy
open.the eysdiof, all that are thugblindediwith the Dotrine of Tranfib-

. antintion ;- which Wrd: Trasifubftartiaticr, the Papifts: confes . ir nos
fowad i Seriprre, Sed the faid Qarevhifing pig 194,

Papift
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Papilt Query 6.

Woether Unsverfalisy both for time
and place, be not an evident Mark, of
sthe trise Chuych ?

Pear the Chutch.

Baptit: dnti-query 6.

What Church can you name
that haththat Mark? Ard whether
the Woman which St. Fobn faw
(called Myftery Bablyon) be not

meant of Rome ? and whether her Cup was not univerfally reccived,
{0 that all Nations were made Drunk thereby 2

Papilt Query 7.

Whether you have veally this Mark?
that i1, whether you can ferch ont of
all Ages, and ‘Nations, Profeffors of
dour Religion ' in particular you are
defived to name bne oney or two in the

Bapeift anti-query 7.

Whether any mancan fhew this
Mark, as it is here called for,
without the help of Human Hifto-
ry ? and whether Human Hifto-
ry be infallibly true, (0 as to be a

Sirfl fixx hundred years after Chrift- of
your Profeffion § for example, fuch as
held the fole fufffeiency of Scripture
for the deciding Controverfies, and de-
nied the Lawfulnefs and Vfefilmefs  of
Infane-Bapeifin &

ground for Divine Faith? and
whether thofe Human Records
which concerned Chriftian Religi-
onfor the firlt three hundred years
after Chrift were not the moft of
them burnt by the Perfecutors of
Chriftians? and  whether thofe
which remain have not been much altered ? and whether they are not
in many things contradi€tory » Alfo,whether Infant-Baptifin was fo much
as heard of in the firlt Century, and then how fhould any be named
which denied the ufefulnefs of it in this Age? And whether the firfk
clear mention of it ba not from Tersallian? and whether the Learned do
not confefs that he oppofed it in'the third Century as an srrasional and an-
warrantable Cuftom ? Alfo, whether that Church,whofé manner of admit-
ting Perfons into her Communion, her Conflitution and Government,
are according to the Scriptures, Mas2.8.19,20. Heb. G.1,2, &, benot
“the true Church of Chrift?

- And whother the Baptized Churches {commonly called Anabaprifts)
do not excel in thefe Particulars, all othcr Churches whatfo-
ever ?

of
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OF all the Marks: of the Church, fo much ftood ).xpm\-.by- the Pa-
pifts, this of Antiquity’leads, and indeed it is of that importance, that
if 1h,ey fail of tliis Mark-they are like tomifs all I}}e relt, .apd thn.t_thcy:
ol fail of the belt Autiquity, in the cafe of their Baptifin ( withoue
which they can have no trye Church) will with much cafe be made
cvident. : :

x. Becaufe by their own Confeffion InFant-Bnptiﬁﬁ“(.wllli'ch _i's,‘t:h'c_
Baptifin of the prefent Roman-Church ) is not gropndfd upon the Seri-
pture.  Here they fail of Scripure-Antiquity, which is the beft.

2. Becaufe they have not one Credible Witnefs for Infant-Baptily -+

in the firft Century after Chuift.

3. Becauft it is acknowledged by, themfilves, that they have chan-
ged the manner of the Adminiltration of Bagtifn from Dipping to a lit-
tle Sprinkling, which indeed is no Baptifin.

Whereas o the contrary, the beft Antiquity isas clear for our Bap-
tfin [i.c. Belicuers Bapeifin ] as the light of the Sun, many thoufands
of Believers being Buptized by Fohn Bapsift, and more by 'Chnﬂ (o.r
his appoimmcnts Fobw 3. 2.3. & 4o 1. three thou(m}d Believers Bapti-
7ed in one day, A&, 2. 40. And multitudes qf Believers being B?P'
tized in every Age fince the_ Inftitution of Baptifin, yea all the Antient
Fathers for the firlk three hundyed years, { if not for the furft fix hua~
dred years) after Chrilt were Baptined Believers, fo that I fhould think
the Gates of Hell cannot prevail againft our Church in the Cafe of Bap-
tifin, whether we confider the Subjedt, Mamer, Endand Ufe of Holy
Baptifin, Whercas,

T'he only Witnefs which is pretended by my Learned Adverfary for
the firlt Century is Diowyfius the Arcopagric, mentioned, s, 17,34
Who is faid to fpeak thus, in a Book cntituled Ecclef? Hierarch, cult,
The Cufloms of onx Mosher the Church in Bapiizsng Children iz not to be con~
semned, nor to be judged fiperfluousy nor indeed to be creditedyif is were not an
Apoflolical Tradition, !

Truly this Author fpeaks not like a Man that was {thi_sﬁcd in this
Poine of Infant Baptifin; and fuch is the faintnefi of his Evidence, that
' H

methinks
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Ginning OF.lnﬁ‘lnt-B:lptiﬁn and the w, " cndeneg 5 potb the
Prifoy sk this Nigtlah ol : Lant of any Bvidence for p,,

Gy ot Ariens 1l more then thirce undyed years after Ch A
e p,,,l:/“([:"' A Papift, in his Chron. pars §oe g 18 _Lfl/ l’”ﬂ: .

5 3 badd enduied in Byigpin Srom. the time of Lu.m:’:‘. (X %7. ;idl!f
, P
The profent Baptize Chriftian King in Brizaiy ) wear upon sty l
Belichtrs  gpptizel Jorer hundyed Jearty and oddy and then ) -of g
~'vli°ol:1‘ to t.','c old Relj- Chapter he gives account of Au:gq/h"n-\'he-l-e Mne‘xt
f’bintgisuf'* ‘in- the., coming into Eyglud, and how he pre il o
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Peay the Chuweh, 59
wat flidy thas ‘shey might pos leave the Cuffem which_ tlicy [ long Jad con
inuad, peithous the Affens of all fueh as ufed tha fome. Then Auftin girhers

ed a Synody ta the which came. feven Bifbops of Byittains, wmith . the wifeft
men of the famauy Abby of Bangor,  Bm firfd shey sook Comnfel of an  Holx
Many whether they foauld be ghedigns so Awfkin or noa.  And he fridy if yan
Sind hing bunble and meskyas 0 Cl)rqﬂ'l Difesple belongethythat ther they flould
affene to him, which mecknefs they' foonld perceive in himm, if he ar their, ca'rl'l.-"
ing into the Synody or Comncily, arefe againft them, When the faid Bifbopis cu
stred the faid Symdy Augulkine fate fill in the Chair and reimdved not,
wherefore they twere wroth amd difidamed himy and wonld not obey to his requefts,
hen be faid to them, Since ye will not affint to my Hefts generally, affenmt to-~
me epeciallyy in three things,

The Jift i1, Thas yor keep Eafter Bay i due Forms and Time, as it 55 Ore.

dhrined, '

The Second, That ye give Chriftendom to Children.
And the Thivd isy That ye Preach mnto the Anglifs the IVord of God as I
afore-time have exhorted you: and all the other Deale I will fuffer you to
amendy and yeform anong yonr felves. Bug they twonld not thereaf.
Fiom this Paffage it is very evidene, that Iofant-Baptifin came not
Linto this Nation till abour four hundied  years after the Gofpel was
firft Received here ; and therefore the Papifls muflt needs fail of

R Rt

Anmtiquity here, and muoft, (iF they will (l(),fi right) give plice o B
the Baptized Believers, not ohly in’the d\ﬂ: oft Belicvers-Baptifing bur o
alfo in refpect of the denial of Baptiln to Infanes, feeing thefe feven s

¥

Bifhops, and the wifeft Men of Bangor withftood Auguftine the Monk,
inthat point then, as we withftand the Papifts in that point now.
And as we have fuffered many hard things, even to the burning of

R

our Bodics in Smuthfield, for bearing witnefs to the Ancient and ‘True o
Baptifin of Chrift, even it fared very ill with thofe that withftood. :
Tufane-Bapeifin, €e. n the Days of duftin g for Fabian velates how they 3
were many hundreds of them murdered 5 and Mv., Fox feems 1o Iy, )
the Faultupon awtin, 1 conclude with thefc two fhort Arguments, /

Y. The prefent Church of Rome cannat poffibly prove ker filf to be the
true Churchof Chrifl 5 Exgo, the prefone Church of Rome 15 nes the trne Churcly

of Chrifh.
2. The

P



et RO 2 g |

6o Pear the Church,

7. The profine Church of Rome batly no tyne Baptifin 'Ergo, Ske 15 o,

#he orwe Church of Chrift.  Let the Papifts defend their prefent Church:

againft thefe Arguments ( thie Grounds whercof are delivered truly

in the precedent Difcourfes ] without which, all they can fay, will fig- .
nific litde 5 for whar Power faever the Church hath, it islitle to them, ‘

unlefs they nmke good proof that they are the true Church of Fefiis
Chrif, '
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