F nenc“y Eplpclc

TO THE

Bifhops and Minifters

OF THE

Church of England

| F O R 7 /9
Plain Truth and found Peace
BETWEEN

The Pious Proteftants of th

Chutch of ExcrLaND,
. AND i
Thofe of the Baptifed Believers, |

Lend nt &y o bl

written with the Advice of divers Paftors a
Brethren of the Baptifed Congregations,

By THO. GRANTH A M.

Pollow Peace with all Men, and Holinefs, with
which no Man fhall fee the Lord. Heb. 12.14.

o« Py e S —— ey g, " PR

I ondan, Printed in the Year, 1680,




SR PR S
READER.

={He Complaint isboth great and
. juft, that. Chriftians ate {o
divided: amongft themfelves,
that it’s hard for an:impartial Chriftian
to find where to fix for his own; com-
fortable Society. And this Calamity is
much aggravated by the backwardnefs
of each Party to offer any thing to ac-
commodate thefe Differences, each ex-
pecting - rather that their Oppofites
{hould wholly conform to their Senti-
ments, and relinquith their own,
And what may be thought (in that
cafe) of this prefent Overturc we can-
' A 2 not



not gertainly divine, nor will be too
confident that there is fiothing of that
naturein it. But of this we will be
confident, that the things here defired,
do carry much of their reafonablenefs
in th¢ very nature of them, and have
their tpprobation both from the facred
Word, and the- Works of thofe to

whom they now addrefsthemfelvesfor

a Chriftian Compliance. " * .

’

But it will befaid, Wkat arethe Mern

that make this Overture 2

.2 Our Anfiver'is, We are the Servants
of the Living God s or, We are Chri-
ftians 5. and having {éen the Difcords

‘Chriftian Nations., ‘do" heartily defire
thoft Breaches may be made up. And
as‘it is not, {0 'tis hoped it will not be
decmed, any Tranfgreflion of the Law
~-0fGod or manfor any Chriftiansto feek
for Peace onewith- a-
nother in the * Trwih,
notwith{tanding their
differing Circumftan-
~ cesinrelpett of world-

* By Thuth inthis
‘vlace we intend chief-
y what isneedful to
a true Church-tlate,
and an holy Lite,

and Ruines which' have befallen the

v ' 1

|
1
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ly Honours, or the difparity. of their
Education;; feeing they ought all to be
cloathed with humility 3 the ftrong to bedr
the infirmity of the weak ,and not to pleafe
themfelves; The "Brother of high dejrve
to rejoyce in that e is.made low, - and thie
Ghicf to becomse Scrvant to ghe veft.
When Pawul heard of the Divifions
whi¢h happened.in the Churéh at Co-
rinth,how does he-blame them for their

. Carnality as the taufe, and beftir:him-

felf to recover their Unity,in the truth
which at firft they had received ? .1°Cor.

1,10, Now I beféech you Brethres btk

name of our Lord Fefus Clrift; that- e
all fpeak _the fame shing, and that there be
no~ Divifions amorg) you, but 1hat ye te
perfecily joyned tagetier,in the fanse mind,
and in the fame. Judgment, - Referring
them to the Foundation, and ‘Rule of
all Chriftian Uniey , -that only Chrif#
was Crucified for them 5 that Chriftis noé
1o be divided 5 and that they. were
baptized 1n the Name of Chrift, and-that
therefore they fhould not follow any
Mari; dut us he follows Chrifd, . > ... "
I A 3 But
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But, it fcems. this great Apofile did
notlive to fee anend of their Divifions,
as appears not only from the clofe of
his laft Epiftle to them, 2 Cor.12.20,21,
-but alfo from the Epiftle of Clement

~ (who furvived him) which he wrote

upon the occafion of that #xgodly Sedi-

tion (10 he calls it) which had Kindled

among them through- pride and felf-love,
which he vehemently ﬁbouredft}; ex-
tinguith by many Arguments, but fpe-
cially by reducing them to the bleffed
Example of Chrift their Leader, and
the pradtife of fuch as lived after a
godly fort. His words are thefe:

“ Chrift Jefus our Lord the Scepter
““ of the Majelly of Gad, came not in
“vain boafting of Arroganceand Pride,
“although he could do all things, but
* in humility of mind, according as the

- “Holy Spirit had fpoken concerning

“him, — Sce, beloved Friends, what
“an Example is given unto us: forif
“the Lord was {o humble, what fhall
“we do,who are come under the yoke
¢ of his Grace? ~—<-Jet us flick to thef
| therefore

7). '
«“therefore who live godly and peace-
¢ably, and not to them who hypocri-
“ tically only feem to defire Peace:  for

- % fomewhere hefaith, they bleffed with
- ¢ .their Mouth, but with their Heart

¢ they curfeds — for their Heart was
“not right with Him, neither were
“ they {tedfaft in his Covenant.
Now if the Points in Controverfic
among the Chriftians at Corinth, were
of as great moment as ours(as that may .
be made evident *)5 " |
then ‘tis as rational ’10r3.3a&irif,
for usto feek for con- :g‘z,%;;l 3,20, !zi’
cord each with other, }ce' alfo 3‘{”'1?? =
as it was for Pan/and - 8" Y
Clement to feek to u- S
nite them, And hence we are the
more defirous to ‘make this- prefent
Overture for Chriftian Amity with the
ious Proteftants in the Church of |
E‘ﬂgland, for divers Caufes : And firft 5-
Asit is very evident there hath bin
a great departure from the fimplicity
of the Gofpel ‘(' both in the Form and
Power of it) fince the plantation of it
: A4 n
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in. the World by Chrift. and-his Apo-:-

ftles 5 {0 alfo'it.is certain thag many
~ good.Men in Ages paft, as wel] a5
in this prefent Age, have ftill pin k-
. bouring. (and that often-times under
- great tryals) for the Reftorgtion of
- the Truth to its Purity,. fome jn-one
pol'mt, and fome in another moye efpe-
cially. _ -

- And here the Englifh Protefiant hatly
bin as active as others,{ome in reform-
ing divers things n. Do&rine and
Practices others in keeping the ground
they have gained, againft the oppo-
" fers of - Reformation, -

‘Now - this Work (a3 it isof God,)
ought to be carried on.in the Nations
af the World taits perfection. Namely,
till the Truths of t}l¢ Gofpel be deli-
vered from all humane Innovations

which have incumbred it, to the diftur-

banc¢ofthe peace onbr_z‘ﬁiarz; inallages
fince they found opportunity to croud

themfelves into the Service of God.
But the great obftruftion of this
work of Reformation, has bin the fal-
- ‘ ling

ling out of the Reformersamong them-
{clves. And this is the cafe of the fober
Proteftant, and the Baptifed Believer,:
in this Age and Nation: the larter
not fo honouring the firft as’ he oughty
with refpet to what. God hath dohe
by himsand the former defpifing the
latter, . hy:iwhom  God 1s-pleafed (not-
withftanding) to bring to light fome
antient Truths which the former over-
{lip’d, or took not due notice of. And
by this impatience and difrefpe@ in
each towards other, they prove inimi-
cal to. the very Work, which in the
main.they both defign to promote,
Itis the way of ipgenuous Men in
reviving decayed Arts, to honour
their Predeccflors, though inferior to
themfklves, and ,to gncourage thofe
that fucceed to attempt things more
excellent. Why are not Chriftians as in-

~ genuous in their endeavours to reltore

decayed Religion? There is nothing
in the Authour of our Profeflion, or
the Profeflion it felt, but candor and
ingenuity. Wherefore if we intend the

: further-
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furtherance of tlSe Wor>k of Reformati-
on, hitherto carried on through mani.
fold Afflictions, let us timely confider
+ our common Intereft, which is to make
one Shoulder to defend what our An-
eeftorshave worthily atcheived s -asal-
fo to joyn our induftry for the refto«
ration of every Truth which they
omitted. .

2, Our fecond Motive fhall refpeét
the 39 Articles of the Church of Erng-
land, 1n which if a few things (which
are.not of the fubftance of the Chrifti-
an Religion) were explained or amen-
ded, it were avery cafiething for the
- Church of England, and the Baptifed
Believers in this Nation, to compofe
their differcnces in point of Doétrine
and Faith, as tquching the Bafis, or
foundation of the Chniftian Religion.
And to the intent that Unity may be
herein attained between us, we {hall
humbly beg leave with plainnefs to
fhew (when we offer our Propofals)

‘the Particulars whereof we are doubt-

ful in fome of the faid Articles.
. - Our

. Tombes B, D. (up-

( 11

Qur third Motive to feek for Con-
cord with the pious Proteftant, is the
contents of that re-
markable * Letter,
long fince fent to Mr.

¥ This Letter has
been printéd aboue
24 years, and never
yet contradicted by
'Dr. Barlow, Sce Mr:
Tombes his Praface
to the Readerin the
third part of his full
Review of -the Dife
pute concerning In-
fant Baptifm, p, 8,9,

on occafion of his
learned Difputations
concerning the Re-
ftauration- of holy
-Baptifim to its primi- -
tive ufe) and written by that Reve-
rend Man Dr, Barlow, now Lord Bi,
thop of Lincoln, which werbatim. is as

- followeth ¢

w—— L am a friend to your perfon ( whom
T have kyown (thaugh unknown to you B
this 31 years ) and to your opinion toq
(s to the main of it )5 for I belicve and
know, that there is  neither Precept nor
Praiftice in Scripture for “Padobaptifin,
nor any juft Evidence for it, for about
two bundred years afier Chrift. ‘The firft
who bears witnefS to Infant Baptifine prac-
tifed in the Church,isTertullian, but fo,as
he exprefly diflikes and condemns it as an

nuwar-
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sunwarrantable and irrational Cuftome,

And Nazianzen a good while after him
(in his Oration s éoyiov Béwlioua, diflthes
3t 100, and would not have Iﬂﬁmt.r brought
to “Baptifin till they were of fome age, and
able to anfwer for themfelves.. Sure I am
that in the primitive times they were fifh
tobe Catechumeni,and then $lidéles, [iy-
winati, or ' Baptizati, and this not only
Childrer of Pagans, or Pagans converted,
but Ghildrer of Ghriftian Parents, Nazi-
anzen (thongh a Bifhop's Son) being nn
baptizedtill he was about 30 jears of age,as
appears in his lifes and thelike is evident
of fome others, The Truth is, Infant Bap-
tifin did ("bow or by whom I know #ot)
come in, in the fecond (entury, and in
the 3d and 4th began to be. praitifed,
though not generally, and: defended ar
lawful from that Text ( grofly mifinder:
ftood )Joh.3.5. Opon thelike grofs miftake
of Joh. 6. 53. they did for.nsany Gen-
tuvies ( both in the GreeR and Latin
Church ) communicate Infants, and. give
them the Lord's Supper, and I confefs they
might do both as well as either: but als

[

Cthe
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thothey baptized fome Infants, and thonght
it luwfidl o to do, yet Aultin was tie firfk
that ever [aid it was neceffary inde durus
pater Infantum. I have feen what my

. learned and-werthy Friend Dr, Ham=

|

mond, Mr, Baxter and others fay in .de-
ence of it, and I confefs 1 wonder not
a little that men. of fuch great parts fhould
fay fo muchto [0 little purpafefor I bave not.
yet feen any.thing like an Argument for it.
And not only thisLetter, but many
other Teftimonies which are foundin

|

the Writings of learn-
ed Proteftants* to the
fame purpofe (‘as hath
bin.thewn by diverfc
hands in our Books
now extant)do great-
ly perfwade us to
hope, that the Con-
troverfies about Bap-
tifim .draws towards

- an end, and were this

roint well agreed,

* Mr, Buxter tc!ls,
us, many both Papifls
and Prelaiifts, bave
maintain’d 1hat In-
fant Baptifin is not
detcrmined in Saip.
ture; but depends on
the Tradition of the
Church, Def. Prime,
g'L'ow,p.;. Aund Dr,

¢re Taylor tells us, -
there 15 no  prime
Tradition for Infant
Baptifm.Sce hic D/fC

fwwaf, from Popery.

many other thingswould be therewith

- 1o moderated, as that we fhoyld (by

Gods
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Gods help) approach that Bleffing, to
have-one Heart and one Way.
. 4. Our fourth Motive is taken from
that great dread which feems to be at
prefent upon this Land, of tbeencroach-
aent of Popery : but what is in this God
kooweth, nor fhall we concern our
felves with fecrets.And feeing it is ratio-
nal to believe,that nothing ﬁxall {fooner
bring fuch Fears and heavy Judgments
upon us,than our own Diffentions and
Divifions (in which there is too much
diffenting from the Truth) thercfore
do we the more earneftly defire to
difpofe our minds to unite in Truth
and Charity, with all fuch as love God
"and their Neighbour, and walk accor-
ding to the general rules of Chriftiani-
‘ty: refolving to bear what(with a good
Conlfcience)may be born for Peacefake
in the Truath, 1n which we fhall(upona
friendly and free Debate) be agreed.
Our lalt and principal Motive, ‘is,
That hereby God thall be glorified, in
the furcherance of a Faithful and Im-
pastial Reformation of Life and Reli-
' | | gion,

C.15%)

‘gion, when we who have had (o great

a fhare in contending one againit ano-
ther, fhall after a Chriftian and Manly
fort,ceafe our conflicts each with other,
by ftooping to what of fincere Truth
hath appeared in our.Difputes ; and

not leave our Divifiops Hereditaty to

our Pofterity, but rather a pious Ex-
ample of our Charity to be by them
purfued.. e T

_ For feeing it is 3 rational prefump-
tion, that there hath binfaid what well
can befaid, on both fidés; what then |
remains but that we bend our mindsto |

ceafe: ‘qur firife by fuch a- Chriftian

Comphiarice, as may jultly renderus
willing to be overcome by Truth.on
both, parts, where the matter (hall re-
quireit,

And herein let  none fo much confult

 bis own glory as the good of Chrifbians -is

general 5 as it iswritten,Let no Muas foek.
kis own, but every Man anothers wealth,
And. again, let every one of us pleafe-bis

" Neighbour for his good to Edification,

And let that Chriftian fpeach of Cle-
. ment
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ient come to mind ‘and “(:dn‘c_,l'udé ‘this
Preface s’ = -2 ool f
It there anyone then (‘falth he)' thit
5 bravely -piritedd among *jon 2\ Ts there
any one that hath Compalflort 2> Dith any
‘owe abound with Charity 2" L2kibim Jay,
Jfthis Comention ( Sedition ot chifm)
- be for me, ‘oi by ey means, Twill depart,
[ will:g my Wiays whitherfoeter yoit pleafes
1 will dowhat the reft commends.” Only
et the Sheepfold of Chrifd é}?’qj peqce with
B N, e e the  Elders " which
‘Divifion” at Corinth* 04 hath: plaved ‘ovér
+#as' - occalioned by 7t " He Mktjb!;lldo
e ation o | ibis," foall pilihiafe o
.(l,;h'm:4 . _cr‘f;nc'cmi.l{g' in’mﬁg great Glory In
, Min ry, the - ;=" F .0 051 %

":‘miidnt éi_ﬁ\gps <;r. ﬂ"e or d",l “'?,d we’y
‘Bldets : beihg thruft p[dce ﬂ)d'” ¢ féz‘e@é“bﬂl}.
out, §5¢, And our Y

, Divifions- are occafioned by. either. ;he.]ayllng afide,

¢

or the ‘not duly'obfervh\é Chrift’s Ordinances touch.

.ing the Conliitation‘ahd Government of his Church ac-
_cording tothe primitive pattern, . 8

\ minded Chriftians (howcver differing in
B
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SR Prayer to God for
his Bleffing upon this prefent

endeavour for (oncordamongft
Diffenting Chriftians.

Moft Mighty,moft Holy, and w0
O Grz{iiow Goé ! What z;:'e we tb{f

we fhould [peak unto Thee, the God of

Heaven and Earth? We befeech thee
pardon our unworthinefs, and for the fake

of Chrift onr Saviour, hear this ‘Prager,

which in bis ame we do with ouy

whole Heart pour out before thy Maje-

4.

O Lord, in thy Fatherly Compaffion be-
hold the fad Divifions which have befallen
the Chriftian Peaple throughout the whole

. World.” And fecing nothing is t0o hard
for Thee, Gracionfly be pleafed to move

upon theHearts of all [ober and Heavenly-

Jome
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ome Peints concerning theChriftian Pro-
fq{ﬁwﬁ:xd' fo work by thy Spirit of Po-
wer,

[0 united in Brotherly Affection as [peedily
vo confider one another in Love: And t{)
& rve compaffion one of another under their

A

!

¢ and Wifdon, that they may be -

unhappy differences in Opinion. O deftroy |

the Spirit of Pride and BLOOD.-
THIRSTINESS from amongf? the Chri-
Jtian People, And let all that are called by
that Name be afbamed that ever fiuch wrath
hath bisn 6ﬁmml amongSt thenr,and let them
be kumbled before thy Majefdy in the re-
menbrance of it, O Lord, we beféech
thee. |
Mot Graciows God, we confefs unto
Thee, we are not worthy to undertake any
1hing in bebalf of the Peace and Uhni-
ty of divided Chriftians : But thou (O
Godl) 1hat dcﬂ)‘/iﬁ'ji not the bafe and weak
tLings of this Worldy be intreated to blefs
our prefent Enterprife, os it is confiftent
with thy pleafire, to the good of thy Peo-
ple univerfallys That they may be one in
Tyuth and Peace, according to thy Word,

which is Truth,
we

!
I
{

-—_ e |
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We befeech thee to iow the Heart of
the Mighty, the Wifé and Honorable in
the Chriftian Nations, to fiudy Tinth and
Peace, to condefcend to any vhing for thy
Glory, and thy Peoples Happinef§: andwe
pray,that none whoare called by thy Namse,
may any longer be puffed up, for one, and
againft anothers O teach thofé that love
Thee,to firive together with one mind for |
the Truth and ‘Power of Religion ac-
cording to the Gofpel. | ,
Good Lord,be intreated for thy Names -

1 fake, inbehalf of all thofé that™are of piows

meaning, in thefe Nations efpecially, that
their Hearts being intirely knit together
inthe great and more neceffary parts of
thy Worfhip, they may Glorifie thy Name
with one confént, by a charitable forbear-
anze, in things which are not finfil in thy
1gnt.
% We intreat Thee (‘our God) make us
thy Servants ever to be readly ononr parts,
to evidence by alf, what here we pro-
pofe in words, and grant thy Spirit to en-
able us hereir toferve Thee, and all fuch
as fear Thee,and love thy Teflimnics,

B 2 And;
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And grant that none of thy People may
wncharitably cenfure this onr undertaking
Jor Concord amongft thy Servants, Grant
them Patience to confider what. is bere of-
fered, and where we may feem deficient
herein, lead others to fupply what is want-
ing, that through thy DBle[fing upon onr
united Endeavonrs.the Gooc; berebz'ntended
maybe profperoufly promoted,to thy Praife,
0 iorzf: f?{be ffeﬂ increafe OfJC bari{)‘r,
and therewith to the true comfort of thy
People thronghont the whole World, Even
Jfo, Lord God Almightys Even, {6, Amen,

!

DS B
2LESREBLIEE A0
A

Friendly Epiﬁle

Al the 251(hops & Pinifters
OF THE

Churchof England,

Reverend Sirs,

Ay it pleafe you in the meeknefs
and gentlenefs of Chrift, to lay
afide (alittle) thofe exterior

Honours which are conferred
upon you, and to condefcend to Men of low
degree, and in that Condefcention ferionfly
to ponder, rwhat is herein with Humility and
Sincerity fubmitted to your Confideration.

We do ferioufly account it a part of our
Infelicity, to fee the Diftractions and Divi-
fions, which are in our Land, about things

- B 3 rclating |
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relating to the Worfhip of God,and our Savi- | Chriftian Concrd in the Gofpel of God.

our Jefus Chrift; and therewithal it is too e-
vident that the Power of Godlinefs -is much
negle¢ted, and the Ways of Chriftianity
greatly depraved, whereupon many that
love the Lord Jefus, are o eftranged among
themfelves, as to become Adverfaries to
their own Peace, and the Comfort of each
other.

May it then pleafe God, to lead us all to
the Confideration of thefe ill Effe®s, and
to remove the Caufes of them., And fee-
ing we may perhaps be under worfe Appre-
henfions concerning one another, than there
is real caufe for, let it be calmly confidered
on both parts, that our greateft-differences
areabout Ceremonies; And thofe alfo of Hu-
mane device (as we conceive ) the beft of
which are rot worth the lofs of one Soul,
and therefore in no wife fit to adventure
the breach of our Peace and Chriftian Con-
cord, for their fake, which may be the'caufe
. of perifhing to many, : :

May it therefore feem well pleafing to
you, the Bifhops of the Church of England,
with your Brethren of the Miniltery, to ad-
. mit of fome friendly and free- Debate with
- the Bifhops and Teachers of the Baptized
Churches in this Nations to try if by any
means a way may be found to brin% #s {o

rifti-

To cffe@ this, is either impoflible, or
difficult only. Not the firft, fithour diffc=
rences lie not in the dorinal part of any
Foundation-Article of the Chriftian Religion,
{o much as in the application or practick
part of them, . .

For, to touch a little the grand points a-
bout which we differ, viz. Sacred Baptifm,
and the Difcipline of the Church, of thefe we
fpake the fame things for thus you teach,
That in Baptiftn there is an inward and fpiri-
tual Grace, and an ostward and vifible Sign's
And that Repentance, whereby we forfake Sin,
And FEaith, whereby we
ftedfaftly believe the Pro-
mifes of God made tows '
inthat Sacrament, are the things required of all
Perfons that are to be baptized. And hereun-
to we do moft heartily fubferibe, | |

And touching holy Diftipline, your Doc-
trine is, ‘That the manncr of procecding i

See your Church
Catechifin,

. Excommunication, is firft by gentle Admonition,

and that once or twice _given with the Spirit of
meekueff, if the fanult be nos nutorionfly Rnown
and next by open veprebenfion aftcrwards by
publick_fentence of the.CImrcb bo put bim from
the company of the faithful, to eliver bim [to
Satan, to denossnce bim an Heatben and a Pub-=

lican, if no Admonitions will ferve and the
.’ B 4 crimes
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crimes be very offenfive. To thisDoltrine like
wifle we do give our full confent,

Neverthelefs it muft be pranted a very
great difficulty ( as things now ftand) to re-
form what is really amifs on your part in
the practice relating to thofe two points of
the Chriftian Religion 5 efpecially feeing
that the worldly Intereft of {0 many carnal-
minded men, {cems todepend upon the con-
tinuation of the Exrors which have befallen
you in the pra&ice of thefe holy Inflitutes.

Howbeit this Dificulty is not greater than
it was to reform,what was as really amifs in
that great Ordinance, the Lord’s Table,whe-
ther we confider their Exror who for many
Centurics gave the Communion to Infants;
or theirs, who by their Tranfubftantiation de~
ftroy the very nature of the Sacrament, .

Nor fhall we hexe forget, but thankfully
remember the great Travel and Sufferings
of your Martyrs, and the pious Zeal which
appeared in many of them, when called to
reduce that holy Ordinance of the Lord’s
Supper from many corzuptions, by which it
had been prophaned.

But yet we muft needs condole theix
fhortnefs, in not looking with like diligence
into the prifline purity of the other Sacra-
ment. By which overfight, we which fur-
vive them, are expofed the more to our Frc-.

ent
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fent Difficulties, And hence we may bor-
row that paflage in 1 Chron.1s. 13, Becanfe
ye did it not at the firt, therefore tbe Lord: onr
God made a breach wpon ws, for that we foughs
bims not after the due order. - And. here we
ought to learn, that feeing God would not
indulge his Servant David in fuch anover-
fight (when yet his intention was very pious)
will have his own Methods duly obferved in
things pertaining to his Service.

Your wi{doms know very well who hath
faid, A little Leaven leaveneth the swhole lump 5
and that every Plant which the heavenly F ather
hath not planted, muft be rooted wp 5 and how
vain she Worfhip (even of thetrue God ) is efteem-.
ed by Chrift, which is taught by the Precepts of
Men 2 All which crys aloud’J that Religion
be reffored to its primitive Putity, that fo
Men may give unto God the things that
are God’s, and ceafe to ferve him with theix
own inventions,

What we (hall here propofe to thefeholy
Ends, is no more than what at prefent we
conceive to be very needfuly Howbeit, we
may not prefcribe to you, but only offer an
occafion to your Wifdoms to confider us
as Chriftians, not asEnemies. For itis cvi-
dent that thofe Cocrcive ways which fome
encline to, and under which we have bin,
and Qill arc exercifed, are not like to effe&

Chriftian
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Chriftian Amity and Unity, but ratherto
rhake the Breach much wider,

That then it may pleafe God (even the
God of Peace) to direct your Wifdoms to
thofe wholfome Mecthods, which may be
naturdl to procure and-continue a lafling
Pcace between us in the Truth of the Gof
pel, - fhall be our Prayer to him for you, and
in whofe fear we humbly make thefe fol-
lowing Propofals. And firft,

1, Concerning the 39 Anicles, ére,

As we have already hinted, that (in our

judgment) fome things in the 30 Articlesof |’

the Church do admit of fome amendment,
We fhall thercfore humbly propofe our
Doubts in that cafe, that the Fundamen-
tals being fecur’d, other things may the
moxe eafily be reconciled,

1. Our firlt fcruple concerns the third Arti-
ele, where it requires, Belicf that Chrilt went
down into Hell, belides his being in the
flate of the Dead, and buried in the Sepul-
chre. .Now this Paffage is{o dubious, as
thateven My, Rogers, who wrotea Bookin
defence of the 39 Articles, doth confefs, that
the native and undoubted Sence of this

Article is not known, o that we conceive
it ought not to be. required as an Article
neceffa- |

“ Religioufnefs of minds, And Auftin con-

( 27
neceffary to the Chrifti- ) 3 ;

an ¥ Faith, * Andit is granted
leaymd ~ Pyote.

2. In the 8tb Article all /'}{:nu,thatchisdau(c

things contain’d in the of Chrifi’s Defcent
three Creeds, are requi- into Hell was not al-

red [throughly to be be- Yays in the 4th At
lievc,;i,]in fomg of which, L ot e Cieed, a8
is the faid claufe, of
Chrift’s Defcenfion intoHell,
(the meaning whereof is
doubtful,) And fome e o
terms in the Creed of dthanafius, are (o hard ./
to be underfiood, that we think they ought '

nefs, Se: My, Rofs's
Abrsdgment of Dj.Y,
Vinityy pag. k1. (,7{‘

not to be impofed as neceflary : we humbly A

conceive the Modelty of Hillary, more f{afe
than fome of the Zealous Speeches of Atha-
nafins,who tells us  That whatfoever is ufed
“ more, than the Father, Son, and Eoly Ghoft
“is beyond the compafs. ’
“ of Speech, the reach of .
“ of Sence, and the capa-

“ city of Underflanding,

And though he had ufed

the Words [ Three Hy- -

poftafis ] yet he confefles “This s to do things
*“ unlawful, to fpeak that which ought not
“ to be fpoken, to attempt things not licen-
“fed, to put things in peril of the Speech
“of Men, which ought to be kept in ‘the

Sgc Mre Calvin
Inflir, L, 1, Chap.
13- Se&. ¢, out of
wliom this Quotatl~
on s taken.

fefles #

L e e — T ——— S

the Nicen Creed,and o
divers others do wit- f

{

T
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fefles that it ought not to be fpoken, [ How') the

Fatber, Son, and Holy Spirit, are three, A
Holy Trinity there is, but [how] it fubfift-
eth God only knoweth,

And here both the Modefty and Caution

T .

[

of Mr. Culvin alfo is worth our Confiderati- -

on, who fpeaking of the Titles, or Expref-
fions, viz. A Trinity of Perfons in she Unity
- of the Godbead, faith,

If the Names have not been without canfe
invented, we ought to take beed that in vejelting
them we be not juftly blamed of proud Pye-
Jumptuoufief. 1would to God (faith he) they
whbere buried indeed, fo that 'THIS FAITH
WERE AGREED OF ALL MEN, T)at the
Fatber, Son.and Holy Ghoft are ONE GOD,
and yet that the Father. is not the Son, nor the
Holy Ghoft the Son; but diftinit by certain Pro-

ies. Inttit. 1. 1. c. 1. Sect.s.

3.The13¢h Article would have it believed,
#hat no Works done without Fait in Fefius Chrift
are pleafans to God,dre. Which we think
is doubtful, confidering how it is faid that
the Prayers and Alms of Cornelius were come
np for @ Memorial before God, Adl, 10,1,2,3.

yet ‘tis cestain he did not then know Jefus

Chrift,
4. The 18th Article feems doubtful,where

-t teacheth, that none can be faved who dili-
gemly frame their life according to the Light or
L Law

(29)
Law of Nature, dre. Whereas if God have
given them no other Law or Light to walk
by, we conceive it more fafe for us to leave
them to the Lord (who will not gather
where he hath not firewed ) than thus to
cenfure them, ‘
s. The fecond Paragraph of the 27th Ar-’
ticle may well be omited, feeing it is grant-
ed by learned Proteftants, that there 1s no
plain Scripture for Infant Baptifm. Inftead
of which Paragraph it may fately be inferced,
that the Infants of Chriflians (hould be de-
voted to God by Prayer and Bleffing, which
may be juftified by the Law of Nature, and

" {pecially by the Words of Chrift, Mat. 19.6.

6. The 36 Article not neccflary to be im-
pofed & an Article of the Chyiftian Faith,
fceing that Book of Confécration of Archbifbops,
Bifbops, orderving of Priefts and Deacons,is not
of Divine Authority; and it muft nceds be
more fafe to refer the bufinefs of Confecrat-
ing, or ordaining Chrif’s Minifters (of what
rank foever ) to the Rules given in the ho-
ly Scripture,

And hence we do further conceive, it is
very needful that thofe fevere Sentences of
Excommunication contain’d in the Book of
Canons and Conftitutions Ecclefiaftical ( {peci-
ally thele-two, contain’d in Can. 5.8 9.)be
vecalled, ' For fceing they themfelves ( that

compofed £
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compofed thg:39 Articles) were but Men,
(though pious Men) and therefore (as
themfelves teach, Art.21.) might poffibly err,
even in things pertaining o God, Therefore
(as they further (ay) things ordained by them,
bave neithir Strength nor Authority, unlefs it
may be declared, that they be 1aken out of the
Word of Ged. Nor ought the Church to
enforce any thing to be believed for necefity
of Salvation, which is either againft or be-
fides the Word of God, as they alfo teach,
Areicle 20, Thus much of the 39 Articles.

1L, Concerning the vifible Church of Chrif,

1. As it is rightly acknowledged by
Chriftians generally, and particularly by the
Chuxch of England, Article 19, That the
Church of Chrijt is a Congregation of faishfil
Men, in which the pure Word of God is preached,
and the Sacraments dnly adminiftred according
3> Chrif's Ordinance, in all thofe things, which
of neceffity are reqnifite 20 the fames So it may
be as truly obfirved that none be ad_mlt'tcd
Members of this Vifible Church, or Myftical

Body of Chrifts till they give evidence that

they are faithful, at leat by their perfonal
Profeflion of the Faith of Chrift, and Wil-
lingnefs to walk in newnefs of Life, accord-
ing to the Principles or general Rules of: the
o | Chrifti-

(31)
Chriftian Rcligion, contain’d in the holy
Scriptures, the Rule of Faith, P
2. And feeing itisthe Work of God through
which Man with the Heart believeth up-
to Righteoufnefs, fiom which Faith only
can procced that. Confeffion with the
Mouth which is to Salvation ; That there-
fore it may be tirmly ‘agreed, that humane
force or violence - is not the means or-
dain’d of God to propagate the Church
of Chrift. But that preaching the Gofpel,
and walking holily in Charity towards all
Men, are the true and proper means to
encreale the Church, according to the Wil

and Commandment of the cverlafting God,

made known to all Nations in that behalf.
L. Concerning Regeneration,and Baptifim,

1. That as Converfion or Regeneration i
neceflary to the Chriftian-ftate of every Sin-
ner, o it may be joyntly held and profeffed
that the Baptifin of Kepentance, for Remif-
fion of Sins, isan Ordinance of Chrift, and
neceflary to the Admilfion of all Men ¢p

. the Priviledges of his Church: and that

the things required of all that are o be
baptized, are Repentance, whereby they for-
fake Sin, and Faith, whercby they fiedfaf}-
ly believe the Promifes of God, ~ made to
them in that Sacrament.
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Immerfion in Water aprces b?ﬁ_ ?Vith the
Word baptize, and was the primitive way of
baptizing > {0 this Ordinance may therein
be reftored to its purity according to its
primitive Inftitution 5 And that tothis end;
there may be Baptifterions, or fit Places to

baptize in, appointed for the Solemn Per-

formance of this Ordinance.
1V. Concerning Infants,or Little-Children, )

_Thatall Infants of Chriftians be {olern-
ly ;cﬂ)‘ted to Chrift by Prayer and Blefling,
and that the Minifters of Chrift be a.{ﬁﬂanft
< chis Work, not forbidding them this Blef-

[ I l [} .
ﬁngﬁmf{ lcs:rerg ’Mi‘tﬁﬁer of Qhriﬂ .rcﬁdmg
inany Country-Village be obliged, in Con-
fidexation of convenient mgmtcnapcgt, tg
teach all the Children In his precin ns t&

“yead the Holy Scriptures, and tgﬂ}n rlté
¢hem in the Principles of the Chriftian g-,
ligion (Heb. 6. 152°) and that they may be
baptized, when :!hcy {lall profefs Repen-

yds God, a .
;3:']:; ti::v(vuas' Chril't.’ And that the like care
be ufed in Cities, and great Towns, In
fuch manner as way be moft convenient.

S‘ CM"

2, “Thatas itis granted on all hands, that ‘ . 5‘6"""""’”’8)")””5 f" ;‘?f H‘”’ "." o

nd Faith towards our .

—~—
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. 4 Thitt theifourth Principle of .Cheitt’s
Eixiste (atled Laying on of Hadds,) be. teored 1
its due uft dnd purity in the Chu¢hs namelyjth
whcn any Gonverts- aie Baptifed; then: Pray
with the Ldping onaf Hands, be fpeedily made.
God for thém,that they may réceive the Piomi
of the, Spirit by Faith, and that it fmay fetain i
ancient Titles, given it by the Holy Ghoft, (vizy
L;;yjr}tgﬁ on of Hands, or 4 Principle of she Dolirine ¢
C " PRR N ' C . .

2.To the end this {erviceofGod benot neglecred
thavit may be allowed, thatall faithful Overfeesf
of pacticular. Congregations, may perforg}
this Sexviceupon the newly Baptifed 5 fpeciall}
in the dbfence of fuch @ Minifter as has aino D;
general charge; be he called 'the Angel, or Mef)
feniger of the:Churches. . And that care be tak )
that the Chsillians . who have not. kinown this
Principleof Chritt’s Dorine, be deliberately i
firucted concerning it, before they be madeto
formable to it.

6. Concerning publick Pragirs; and he maninér
- finging-dhe Praifts of God inihe Churches. A
‘of the rvemoval of [uch ‘Curemonies a8 forf;
tot so Bilifications . -'

e . . : | "f.Sec'":
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1. Sceing the Prayers:contain'd inholy Scrip-
ure (and efpecially the Lords Prayer) are fuf-
icient fo dire@ thé-Man of Godvih thit duty
¢ Drayer in the Church, that thercforé:ctie Book
bf Common Prayer be not impofed, - and:‘that
{t.may be in the libexty of the Minilter:to-pray
n.the Church accordinig fo the .ability.which
od-hath given him, that fo the Spirit of Pray
v :ds well as the Order.of it, may.ibe . préfcr-

sede i oo O S
2. That it be.joyntly agreed that°finging the
beaifes of God in Plalms, Hymns, and Spiritual
jongs, is a holy Ordinance of God; and :that
the. order and Spirit.of: that. Duty. be..reflored
YGod ailifting) according to 1 Gorv24sand other
ules contain’d in.the Holy Scripture. 'And that
ufical Inftruments, bowing to the Altar, the
%rﬁ of the Ciofs;the Surplice,ox any othei,unne-

i
he Sexvice.of.God inliall’-Churchcs.- |
;i 7. . Conceruing Church-Difcipline.
V1. That the Exercife of Difciplin'é be reftored in
il Churches according to the Scriptures, and
¢ Doérine of the Ghurchof .England, fore-
'Lcitﬁd-iﬂ this l‘_plﬂlc. . ' . - .
", To the intent thatno Sinner beindulged in

i
I
L )

tted that any Officer concern’d in the Exccu-
tion

ary Ceremony, be prudently removed out of

s Iniquity for Money, that it may not be p £- |

, €3y
tion_of Difcipline, take any manner of Fees
the Offenders; or any-6ther Perfoh for- thed
And that'fuch Minilters-be-chtrufted” 'with t
Exexcife of Difcipline, as are Men of kno
Integyity, Holinefs and - {elfDeriial. - And: thi
holy Difcipline be executed iti ‘of near the plac
where, the Offences are 'c‘o_minittc'd, accordin
to the Oxder of the primitive Chufches.

- 8. Concerning  Ordination, and Preaching th

o Wordi: SRR
1. 'That the Ele¢tion and Ordination of Min;
fiers, of what Rank foever, bé reftored (wherj
infce fhall appear to have beei neglected ) in tl
moft folemn manner that:fhay be, acéordi
to the Scripturcs: And: that ~ fuch Minifte]
among the Baptized Believers, as fhall be fougy
to- have ‘been'fo elefted and ordained, be 3
lowed to_preach the Gofpel, to edifie the Pey
ple,and to -difpenfe the holy Ordinances, I

2, That the primitive liberty of prophefyi
to Edification,Exhortation, and Comfort, be f§
flored to the Church, i. e, as it thall pleafe G
to give Men the Gift of Teaching, Exhortz
on, &c. they may be permitted with Prudegy
to edifie the People by the modeft Exercifcf
their Gifts in the: Churches. | |

Cz2 o 9. ¢
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» That it be aggeed,that the Religfof the Poor Bpons, 1o }(:;;’ ,('tasafa.r oa?cmcixf[b;'g{g :ﬁre‘:t t:,:it e‘}m J
d that thofe who Pﬁc?ﬁh the Gofpel' fhould | and Charity) a boly and ju| f'_DLthéﬁbn, between the
¢ of the Gofpel, are God’s Ordinancgs, and | o Jead wicked and Scandalous Lives, and them thal

k o : 0 d |} bally, aceording w0 the. gongra it}
 be performed. wish -all Faithfilnels, by all * | o, ol sccorling to the, gngial Rles of Cirl

hriftians according to their Ability. But that . 2, That this Car¢ be taken mole efpecially goncern,
gl'Mcth'od_s for pe‘tbrmancp ‘of thcm’ a’xc inﬁ the Mmll’lbr)"; O!hel‘ert_: we 'fh'a‘ll ﬁi" have MUII‘}.
ythes for the one,or -Afefsment for the other, fudes of prophane,and debauchied Men fet up 35 -Lgad }

. . _ ers, And, we fe¢ by Experientce the People are ‘too r

only jire huriano, and that thereforc the fame _zt:o follow thelr illyl;xa%ylcs', and ,tllf)e g)gfcqugnéé iy }
ywer Magiftratical which gave heing to thefe needs be lamentable's as 1t Is written, They eas up’ rhl}
¢thods, may lawfully alter the fame.to the | S :’[ ). People 5 and fet thair Heart on theiy Inign
t't hen the lcas('e. ST et |t fiesy, and there fhall be lice People Jike Prieft 5 Awd }
er v acy. pleaRce.. el ¥ will punifb thews for theyr W«_ye:;,',and reward the
2..And that therefore jt be further agreed and pheir Dosngs. Fer, 150 15 - SN £

tclared, that the way affign’d in holy Scripture

<

the fuppost of Chrift’s, aﬂjnjﬁcr,s,;Jan.  the L. Conceemirg the means to et xhe Unisy defired.
gick: of Poor Chriftians, is by a free Contyibu- ¥ That it ‘would pleafe you, the DBifhops of thi}
n, td-be copftantly upheld. in the, Chugches, LChusch of England, to pecition the King's Majelly, tha{y
cording to every ones Apility 5 and the Mo- it may be made lawful by an Act of Parliamerit, or bij#
;y Iy OO”C&Cd to he. cntmﬂcd in lh‘?- Hands his Royall Permiflion, for a competent Nupiber of Re.

. : refentatives -of fiuch Diflenters, as have a mir
 the Deacons of the Church, -and-by them to bhite with he Chuich of Englanib to et in g';il;?ﬂi:
faith'fully diﬁributcdt as occafion xequirces, - Counfel with_your’ fe!ve.r‘ and to agree’ {u on macurd
i shat therefore fich as will fand o Chrilbs | Deliveration ) on fuch ‘Aulciés s may Uif God e 4
owange, and for his Name-fake miniller the *|' 830d) puca Period o our prefent Auimofhies ind Digt

15 1 . , ) aifions, . o

‘ fpf.‘l f,ec]y to the Gentiles, mway -bc_-ﬂlll l\md M i 2 That if thefe Propofals do not hold Agreementy
sputations and fent forth by the Church wich the good old way of Chififlianity, then we defird}

} yeflore’ Chriftianity where it is corrupted 3 they may be rejected, and that ‘you would'be pliatededf

fo phpt thc GofP c,l where lt is not known, e Uiity defired,  For our Record is_on high, and w

i
I 10. Cone | Lt
Y i . - s R . .gxﬁ

[;;’oque things which may. be more cfleRral to. progur
¥




. / 8 )) ,
ave alfo the Tcm'mony‘ofgo(xr Confcience, that in Sim-
lcity, and godly Sincetltg nat with fle(hly Wifdom,but by
1e Grace of Gdd, w¢ YGre to’ have our Converfation
1 the Gofpel with. you, and with all thac love Chyrift
1 our ‘Nitlort, "Trufting in the Lord,  that the u.
liing” of “fuch in the Truth in"general, miy .-cﬂ'e‘&uaﬂy
10ve many to Jealoifie ‘with themfelyes) who a}'c‘ how
htingled ‘in Brror, of involved in Prophahenefs, that
hey may be converred from the Evil of their Ways, and
onfequently our” Natlon to abound ‘with all Bleffings,
fpecially the Bleffing of the Giofpel of Peace, - For
sodlines hath the PYomifeof the Life that now is,
ind of thas which és to come. D )
“Fipally,, if thefe Endeavours for Chriftian' Concord
Atk all thae fear God, and work Righteoufne(s in this
Nlitlon, be reje@ed, yet herein. fall we have fome
Peace and Comfort,. that we have made the b:it Effay

bo forger all the hard things
bith 4n time paft we hive [u/;'md rorts ayr, Countrey-
Klm. Hoping that the fober Proteftatit-hath had good
Occafion by .this time. to obferve, that God Almighty
hatli ‘pleaded the Innocency of our Principles -and Pur-
polc, from the Eyils too frequently. and moft unjultly
(upacfied againft thém'; ‘and that therefore we may” fow
with the greater frecdom of Speech, exprefs our felves
as In the Dremifes, and conclude with the modeft Speech
‘of Angufline. T o

;'? -T/)ﬁg t/l:lm is our"Defive, sohich we do alledge by thefe Let-
| - ters wnto yowr Reverenco Firft,
3 ma_hy be that you would

erioufly defivons wher

}' Aug. Ept's8. ad’ f
Jan. & Dompt. . - confer wit
o o and 71(!%({)’., to the y
Ervor be taken .away from thofe in whom st fhall be
foisndy and not that Men be talen away, nor . punifp-
‘:':ll_é:qécm'!) corvedted, ,

 But before we fhut u;; this’ Epifile it will be need-

fol to anfwér twe Objeétions which may feun to l(:;bgf

N et are have fatd. 1

we could for Br’otherlly' Concord with them: Bejug alfo
J

our Bifliops peaceably -
End that °

1

~
-

« ienfe 1.:That.we hope ~we ™ have defired nothing bt
.what is rationaly according -to the -found ‘Princij Fes::g
:Chritianityy: and which will- be. profitable to the: Chur

. ..2. If we take the Texc .4&, 19, g, according to. t
_Expofition of the Ancients, and divers Modern Writ
.(iqs t)hat_ is indeed .the native and clear Sence of ¢
.place

: gf England to alter the SubjeCt and Manner of her Ba
- tifm 5 for here we fee,thele Ephefians being not righ
_inftru®ed concerning the grounds of:Baptifim, when th
-were baptized unto Fobn's Baptifmy ate: therefore 8
. tizel. againy- upon more
. they not renounce the Jealt part of .“(;‘l;r'il_tiani;y, .

~ what is done to them, but oppofe it what iy them

(39 )
- Oby xi:Teiwill be obkgcg;;\fbgf:'wés askoor: d,/,‘,
many things, -and grans: bus fewi)

a8 (91}

of God, when granted, C e

2, We fland ready to hear what our Friends of ]
Church of England, will requite of ‘us} to anfwer tho
Kindneffes which we defire of them, and hope we fha

.deny. them nothing. which we may -jaw_fully:gram. e

2. Obj, Thar the Aluraéi'o;'s;z?;i{‘b'-;be_ 'ﬁépb[e'i'b ﬂ

cafe of Baptifimy amounts 2o. & Renpnciation of, the

Chriffianity, and to begin unew to btcome Chriffians

Anf. The Church of England doc's.'no:.oxl)]y.' retai

.the Subftance of what T vuth the hath received concernin
.Baptifm, by altering to the better; but will indeed th
- be confiftant with the Truth of her own Dolrine in the fi

paragraph of her 27¢h Anticle, and her vulgar Catechif
which fhe hath rather ‘made void hitherto by the Cufto
of Padobaptiim, ‘

It will then be a good prefident to .the  Chuyr

erfet Inftrufion’; Yet d

any Truth which they had received, coicerring Bapeil
But did rather perfet that Infirm Bapti(m “which th
had received, And it is a juft Prefumprion tha th
firft Baptifin was more valid'then Pedobaytifin,

Infants know nothing ac all, either what they do,
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;}1\{'\ whereas thefevat. Epbefm werd Difeipless %iry 1
Quch as did know unto whac.they hid..been .bapized,
et 3, ‘and yet ‘arb baptized agaiti, becsule notduly in.
orméd before concerning . the “grounds. of Baptifin § and
Lhip is written for our ¢aming; when . our cale ib like

POSTSCRIPT:.
ryHe Readér maybe sonfident, we are not withosit fore-
fights thas our hearty defire and endeavonr for Truth
end Peace, will ba listlgvegarded by min) 5 fomse will cen-
Tiré ey others comtermin miy dand what e have here pro:
ofed. . .o :
_fB,,: be it fo, yer e alfo hope [ome will confider what we
) of“ﬂm’ 3 aud may it but give fome Light to 4 bester
Wnderflanding of the Cafe dipendings or move dny whofe
ipEniflances ms) rdrided them miore fhrviceable 19 pyomore
Yuth and Peacd -d’»‘:oné'ﬂ' Dyffenting Chiffians, We fhall
Be convent to labout, anid uffer teptoach, becaufe we truft
i the living God. '

- Sivice tho preeedent Epifile wias written, fome of us have
k2/» # Sexmon z,m_x; preached by Dr, Stillingfleer, o Phil,
N 18. whereim he 4 Ifo eisdeavonrs for Pesce amonmgfl Diffeks
yng Chriftrany 5 bus there s one thing neceflary Cwhich he
Toes not mwch mvddle swith ) and that s so [hew, That the
ITAurch he would have us to communicate with, s fuch for
fonfHeution afid Govarment ag was thatat' Philippi,
r&m he Pall do this, ke may bt confident fimall fdnles
Wl ot keep wafrom hey Commmmion : Andthas e may
[uchy 1 the wnfeigned defire apd eadeavour. of the Av-

Wors of she precedent Epifile,

FINI1S.

»



