DIALOGUE|

Between the i
BAPTIST
AND THE
PRESBYTERIAN.

| WHEREIN

The Presbyterians are punifhed by their own Pens, for
their Cruel and Soul-devouring Dotrines, making
God the Ordainer of all the Sins of Men and Devils :
And reprobating the greateft part of Mankind, with- |-
out any help of Salvation.

- Whereunto iés annexed,

A Treatife of ELECTION, Intituled, The Order
of Caufes : Formerly publifhed by an Eminent Ser-
vant of Chrift, and now republifhed with {omé& Ex-
plication concerning FREE-WILL, |

By THOMAS GR ANTHAM, Meflenger of the
Baptized Churches in Lincolnfbire.

Plal. 84. 7,8, 6. But God (hall fhoot at thumwith an Arvow, [uddenly (batl they be
wounded.  So fhall they make their own Tongue to fall apon themfelves : all that fe
them, (hall flee away.  And all Mon fball fear, and [ball declare the Work of God s
for they [ball wiftly confider of bis doing, '

London, Printed in the Year, 1691,
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An Epiftolary Preface, to the Citigens of
the Ancienr City of Norwich.

Honoured Sirss
QD" Providence having ordired my Refidence in this City »
and my Buliiefs being to Preach the Gofpel, I have endeavou-
ted to perform my Office amongft you 5 or which I have inet
with many unkind and undue Refle€tions, and more efpecially
from that fure of Profeflfors who have elpoufed the Principles
and Dochine of My, Fobn Calvn, conceming his imaginary Decree of
akfolute and irve[peclive Reprobation,

Two Confellions of Faith T find much received in this City, containing
thele wordsys God did from all Erernity, freely and nnchangeably ordain
ALL THINGS whatfoever come to pafs, And that his Almighty
Power extendeth it felf cven tothe firft Fall, and all other Sins of Angels
and Meny and that not by a bare permiffion. And that By the Decree of
God, fome Angels and Men weve fore-ordainedto Everlafting Deatl ——-
And that thefe Angels and Men, thus predeftinated ard fore-ordaed, are
particularly aind rickangeably defigned s and their Number fo certasn and de-
[finite, that it caimor bs cither encreafed or dimizifhed,  Sce the Conflof Faith.
by the Affemb, of Divines. W which Canfeffion,they alfo teach, Thae Ged did.
not decree any of thofe things, Lecaufe he torcfaw they would come to puls :
Bur they make the Dearee ol Ged the First Caufe of all chings whatfuever
comes to pals, Chap. §. Sefl, 2. So thar cecording to this Dodtrine, all
the Sing, bothof Devilsand Men, frem tie bepinnivy o the and of the

World, was by torce of God’s Decree, The Firsy ¢ cuse, unavoidably
neceflary 5 and hereupon allo the waavGiazble Damn.con of it i o
Number, bothof Angels and Men, as Ged wewdbave  be: o) snd.

no moie.

And hereapon it will follow, that Ged?. |

Caza willed his Brother Aods that Redes it ‘

David committed Adultery with Barlifhiehor, and ineadore’

and of all the Villaniss mthe World,  The cdinuwicets of <
Az
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will better appear, if we put this Cafe: g

icl\“lit :;'(;s dccr;gd i but then comes € in the N?:hi:haﬁdl xcr)oobi. ; )
e cug bxs"fhroar. And this comes to pafs alfo by force ?
cre dc?;/m .;1 ly 5 becaufe (fay they) God did fromall Eer i

o {hus reg}t‘ : tjw;%: whatfoevey comes 1 Pafi. That [ do them
il M,,,F;'”-, ,",)g’, ea}r rhIc words of Cal‘v{'n himfelf, nff. Ly, ¢ IHOTVZFO’,E
bimftf uferh 1o :x: y :e;,.'ﬂn:{”””“ QfDn.""” Providence, W}Jif.b 71/7 Zv'”
and that he works rb:z::‘eh H}J uagmentsy which be harh determined in /; 0; :
When I had (érioull‘g c;n‘ﬁmd.ercd 1 o
f_il.‘ll and blafphemous Dodkrines, to :h: ::arf;ill']!ti‘l:crc ¥
ruthof the Gofpel, anct!. aqgninﬁ fuch as do ﬁnccrgcly

of Salvatj izi

* Concerning which Poin:  Name of ?;c:?wgll}errcgzc{Calln(lﬁng‘i':ﬁ lrlilerfr}lby e
. y {e

of Free-will, you (hall hae ¥ i i
o ity o 17”” i cer’d, to teftify againft this unmerciful Doghci?ll:

Ticatifl, where it wigs qp. 20 this unrighteous Accufaio il
Eem-,,;,,, that aceufi o,,”,ﬂ, And to preach the Everlating l()}f)l{m;[ F;rtc-wﬂl "
ﬁ: ,}mf‘li asmich as the Po- 7108 Willing that any fhould perifh lzpc;; il s
ey "y aceufe (5f nok - comie to repentance, 2 Pet A /'m ﬂlWl/d
L . s 7 = Teh 3.9, And being wejl
ured of the fincerity of i b

ol 1 oy the fince Y ol my Do&rine and pur-

. pofe as Occalion offered affere the Truth, b
And hearing that D : )I,VOl'd g iy
t. Jobn Collings was the sreatelt Affercor of the Re.

P’ b P b ppoltul"(y to write t 0]
ooatarian P'I”ﬂl les I found an o (e to hl(n, UP n th
C

oceafion of a Paffage in hi i
“allage in his Book, Intituled, 4 Dife s
5:5( aznsd9. whgh{l now publith, with his Anﬁvcr,fa:':ir{;yq{{eD:w”c v
sentand ;o{rre alfe Reports, which have gone abzoad amoy lrk){’ . o
6 thefe Papers.  The Dotor’s Propofition is this . g fome con-

Pays it for
t his 1004,
God's De.

ity unchnﬂgc-

God camnot ferionfly att, and be finally oppofed.

A dangerous Pofition it is ; 2§
) : s as if the final I itenc i
g];uccﬁf gt ?va o o L Go:i a', :Ir:icl_:sl’tc?;guo{] Sl;r;ncerlsl, w]'crc the
thi'g pu::g(c)?; Let he does rnot illlwardly intend that they ﬂ?lel rcpc?lts'“cm o
_ ne quotes feveral Scri 5 ich wi iden
Papers followmg. My firlt 10 hinr)l};rl:::c:isayh::fnm Wilbe cvidens by the

ta the Citizens of Norwich, g

Some Obfervations upon a Paflage of Dr. Collings, in his
Difconrfe of Divine Love, pag.259. Viz. God canwor
fersonfly ait, and be finally oppofed. '

I HErc the final Impenitency of Simners is charged upon God, for that
he is not ferious in leading them to Repentance 3 direétly contrary
to the Word of God, Rom. 2.2,3,455,6,7, 8,9, 10, 1 1,

2. It refle€teth upon God’s gracious Expottulation, and aéing in a way
of Mercy with Cain, ( who oppofed God finally ) as if God was not fe-
sious with him.

3. [t refleCteth upon God’s Griving by his Spirit with the old World 5 as
if God did not firive ferioufly, nox act ferioufly by the preaching of Noab,
wherein God waited long, and yet they oppofed finally.

g- It zefleéteth upon God’s Coun%cl to the Pharifces, (quoted by the
Doctor) as if he was not ferious in that Counfel, which he by his Servant
Fohn the Bapesft gave the, ro bring forth Fruits mees for Repentance 5 fox
they refifted finally, as the Doctor hunfelf intimates.

5. It renders God not ferious in fending his Prophets to turn Jfrael from
their Iniquities, Fer.7. 13. (which is quoted by the Do&or ) for they did
oppofe finally, and were caft out, and the Prophct was forbidden to pray for
them, Fer.7.15,16.

6. Tcimpeacheth God asnot ferious, in calling Ifrael to Repentance,
Pfal, 81. (quoted by the Doctor ) for they oppofed hnally, and God gave
them up 1o their own Hearts Luftsy and they walked in their own Connfels,
Ve 12,

7. The Door refle&s dithonour upon Chrift, as not ferious in his actings
towards Ferufalem, when he would have gathered them, (the words are
quoted by the Doctor) when yethic wept over them, for their final Oppo-
lition,  For the things which did once belong to their Peace, were now hid
from their Eyes,

Finally, The Do¢tor is humbly intreated, that he do not oppofe God fi-
aally, by fuch RefleCtions as thefe, nor by finally rejecting the Counfe} of
God again®t himfelf, as the Pharsfees did, for he hath beentong under the
Power of that Sin.

Norwich, Tho. Grancham.
Sept.12.
1690
Heve



$ fln Epittolary Preface
Here follows the Dottor’s Anfiwer, dated Sepr. 13, 16go.

IR:m’wd a Lateer h'u:t Nighty by an snkrarn Fund, from an indwsmn
Perfon, wha calierh himfeif Thomas Granthan : Wiofacver that Tho.
mizs Grantham &e, } perceive e is one, thar tither busweth God fa /in’fr‘

asthat he believerh bim nat Ormmipatent, or of folivele fenfe, a2 ta aflion O
rtipetency iy be vefiftedy when ic Seriavfly willeth eo tffelt an End which i
vuzes day wichaue w willing 10 put foreh ivs werms} Porwer to effely ".;

He feems mightily feandaized wt a Swying in @ Book of Mine, an 1 Cant,

P 255. God canpet Jersiufly Ay and yer ve finally vefilbed,  Thar u, bo
camnoe att ferionfly, for any End or Efclt, and be ﬁn.;!ly opzafed as 1o ;Jmt
sntended Effett,  Toir Propafivion F thougle hadbeen fecired, s welt by thar
of the ApeMe,Who hath retifted his Wil at any time ? s frem the Natare
of Gad, who it Almighty, ard thevefore cannze be finally oppefed i whar e
refolverh, [ eiariry wlletly ta efed ] b that Gaﬁnn) be fimatly oppafed in
wirat b advifeth or commanderly, none thas ever Lheard of yet denied,

ety b of this Gentleman may nov have bit Wotion, the final 1mpeai-
ferce of Siwers muft lic wt Gad's Doai sontrary Ru2izyz, &, Firgl, Lg' the

shialar prove, That God widled thor Bepentance by an inward A of s
Wills for if bedednoe, his 8 in calling thens 1o Repeatanee, singht bave
aiathir End, as 13 which hewe not, nor could vse be eppafed.

_;1;” Sue map be proved, s ta b Iuﬂm:mo]f ehe ofd Warld, the Pha.
viees, dhe Jews, Seo Lae b prove, thar God within bimfelf, willed the
Eterivcd Salvation of thefe Perfons, and to do nhus 1y hins ity rowards it qid
accerdingly afleds o alitrn thae any veafonable Creatirey tan Sevisafly aft
for cn Ludy and yee et ivvardly wall i, or gt forrh bis Powver 1 ordy
¢s it

Eor bis Adamtien ond Clravze btk clofo, £ foall only fuy with 1he dps.
oo Tt 2y fordilvhing 1o be jalsed of Mo, efrecially Megwha oty flasnd
sy Noe of Geod vz 0irter, Lt ivave ton miich ﬂﬂﬁutj: Sarthur ro ves
Juved o fepertiinine,

T. Collings,

ta the itfzens of Norwich. 7

T thie Letter 1 fens this Reply.

Reverend Siv,

1. TN much fithfulnefs to Gad and you, [ fent you my Obfervations wp-

on your Pofition, i. e. God cannor ferionfly .1[?. and be finaflly oppofed 5
for I think you are the fixlt Man that ever Ipake o of the God of Truth.
But you perfift in it, aud labour to defend ir, by acoubing me of Ignorauce
abour God's Omnipetency + Aud are you fute you haow him therein ninto
Perleétion?> You capnot faisly eolle& from my Pager, that God can be re-
fified in the thing wherein Lie will a¢t Omuipotently, for then he fhould
ceafe tobe God.  But does God never ack Seriouily when he doth not alk
%mnipotcmly? This, Sir feems to be your Notior, but it is far from

ruth,

2. Nordo thefe words [who hath refifted his $Vill ae any time] prove
your Propofition; for 1find them not in the Bible. Indeed, St Pawl
[hews that fome bald Spirits would be ready to interrogaie the molt High
much after chat yude manner, but 1hope Dr. Celings will notdo fo.  For
Lic canmot but knaw, He hes often refifted God when be ferioufly advifed
him to the contrary, @ wellas my felf aud others havedone, for which,
we ought to be greatly humbled,  Let him not then think to defend him-
felf by adding to the Texe, lelt he be seproved.

3. Yeu feem to hold that God cannot affe&t an End, (I fuppofe you
imcan, he cannot convert a Siner] without a willing to pue forth the ue-
meii of his Power to eeét it.  But you cannct give an Inflance, where
hhe ever did exert or put forth the wmoit of his Power in 2uy thing that
ever he did. Ve mudl take heed wie Jimit not the Power of the Almighty,
left whileft we accule others, weour felves prove cur felves the moft ig-
norant of his Omnipoteixy.

4. You (hould nat alter the Terms of our Prapolition.  But letvis con-
fider whac you now {3y s God cnnar fevioufly aF (you fay) for auy End
or Fffelt, and be fimally oppoféd ar to that incended Effet.  And yet you
grant, God may be fnally oppofed in what lic advifeth or commands: bue
teging, you explain God's refolving by his williuga thing, here feems to be
a plain Contradiion, unlefs you can be fo hardy as o fay, when God Ad-
vi‘cth or commands Men to foriake Evil, and leam to do well, his Wil is
ncg that they (heuld do (03 and when be commands all Men every where to
1epent and obey his Voice, ke inwardly never intends they fhall do the
ve or the other, for he wills not that, amd if he wills not thar, thenhe

¥ wills
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wills the contmry, that he may punifh them for not doing that which he

would not have them to dos. or elfe he wills nothing ac all, and fo his

Advice and Commands fignify nothing.  But indeed your meaning is, God
commands and advifeth Men well, but wills they thall-not obey that; fo he
may damn_them for not obeying, as appears in the clofe of your 2d Pars-
graph.  ATM youalfo put me o prove, that God did will Sinners 1o Repn-
tance, Rom. 2. by an inward Wil.  And what s this, but to tell the World,
that God does not mean as he {peaks 2 Sir, Was it not: the Riches of hijs
Goodnefs, and his Long-fuffering that fhould have led them to Repentance
O no! you will imagine God had no fuch End, but another, as to
which God was not, nor could not be oppofed, and that was not their
Salvation 5 why thenit muft be their Dammation. ~ But 1 had rather be-
lieve the Apoftle than you ; he fhews that God’s end wasto lead them to
Repentance, and that is the way to Salvation.

5. But I malt prove alfo, that Ged willed within bimfelf, the Salvation
of the old World, the Pharifecs, &c. whom he called to bring forth Frusts
meet for Repemtance 5 and that he willed the cternal Salvation of the Jews,
Pfal. 8r. and thofe over whom Chrift wept for theit difobedience with an
snward Will. :

1. Then for the old World, The Lord was {o ferious, and fo inwardly
concern’d, that he ftrove with them by his Spirits and i¢ gricved him as bis
Heare that they were o difobedient: and he gave them a Preacher of
Righteoufnefs, and an hundred Years {pace to repent in.  And Tthink this
(hews that he tnwardly willed their Repentance; yea, and 1 am fure that
had they repented, he would not have deftroyed them, for he hath taught us
{o to judg of his Threatnings againft finful Nations, Fer.18.7,8. Fons 3.10,

2. Isit poffible that you thould call in queftion God’s Serioufnefs wich
the Jews, Pfal. 81? Arenot thele his words ? O that my People had hearks
ned unto mey and Viael had walked in my Ways ! wverf. 13, Sec allo verf. 8,
9, 10, and judg yous felf. Surely if you, or any Man elfe, thould fpeak
thas to his Friends, or Enemies either, it would be great unchsritablenefs
to think you were not feriows, and had an inward will for their happi-
nefs, unlefs we knew you to be a Diffembler, [which temper cannot be
tound in God }..

3, That Chrift was [inwardly] ferious in his endeavours to gather e~
risfalem, appears by his Waords, and by his Tears, which are fuch as may
even break an Heart of Stone.  And fure Tam, God’s Mind in fending
Chrilt to them was to tarn EVERY.ONE.OF THEM AWAY FROM THEIR Int,
quimies, A 3.4t

4. Nows

ta the Ctizens of Norwich. 9

4, Now for the Pharifees, they were part of the Fews to whom Chrify
was fent, and in many things they weze the beft Se of the Jewith People
and God did, by hisServant Fohn, ferioufly call them to Repentance s yea,
his Counfel was of God, Luk,7.29, 30. Who never faid to the Honfe of -
rael, Seek yeme in vain.  And yet if he were not now ferious, but {pake
one thing, and thought another, yea, determined and refolved another, you
will then make him fay to them, Seek_ ye me inwvain. But far be it from the
Almighty, that his Word (hould be Yea aud Nay. Sir, It is becaule God
is true, that his Minifters may boldly affure poor Sinners that he wills not
their Death, but that they turn and live s yea, he hath fworn, He hath ne
pleafiire inthe Death of the Wicked. ~ And hence I conclude, [againft your
dangerous Pofition] that God is altogether fexious; even as Serioufhefs it

elf,
Tho. Grantham.

To this Letter the Docor gave noReply, Buta Friend of his fent me
a finall Paper of Verfes, as] fuppofe, to pick fome Quarrel with meabout
Free.Will: And thus they fpeak.

F Eaith be not, what can we then' forefee ?
Ory how can we avoid it if it be ?
If by Free-Will in our own As we move,
How are we bounded by Decrees above ?
So whether we drive, or whether we be driven .

If L, it's owrs y if Gaody the A} of Heaven.

"To this captions piece of Poetyy, Imade this [hort returs.

UR own Free-Will ! *Tisnon-fenfe, fince 'tis true,
Our own we are not 5 Then oir Will is due
To him that made us ; and when we were loft,
Reftor’d our Lofs at his ov/n proper Coft.
Free-Will's more talk’d of, than well underftood 3
That Will’s not truly free, that is not good.
Godisno Author of the Will that’s Evily
The Will that leads to Sin is of the Devil.
Decrees from Heaven refirain, not farther Sin

Much les does caufe Sin.  For it did begin
B From
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&?m rS:Lt.m,'. Th!i; God's Werd dees plainly fhew

1o charge’t on Heaven’s Decrees, their Charpre il rs

Norwich, whence came this Lr.n‘c;]in' ge vall pu

T . 1o thee
To fixeby Sin fistt upon God’s Decree > ’

T. G.

;c‘l\ﬁcr !His anotlier natnelels Poet affaules e 5
seeding, tidiculous, It would bat prophace the Mufer 1o ¢ i

)p tidicu Id by wth ommit ¢l
Polterity ¢ Ard becanfe their chief Clamour was ag.{inﬁ m}'tplclcilin"“?r':.:[:
Clriff died for all Mens and for thae cau'e calling mie 4 falfe Teachor, | re-
tolved to try whetlier plain Scripture, witheat my Commantary ’u..'cu!-\"

s for cu unglt ,
EJ wrrhr I Anunglt our Reprobataviaus, wherefors | wrote 1s fo.

bat his Lines being i ex-

To the Namelefs and Nonfenfical Poet.
SR, '

Qur great Quante! is, becanfe T teachy this Deds .
v this De&liine W I
Y Sor alty anduat enly for fame, y That Cheifl dicd

/Now thins fzith the Loxd,
Meb 2. 9. y 1_1 (3 fug:ﬁ;: »mdj’ a litede lawer than che Anaelsy, fir the Jaf-
ering of Death— i be by thie Grace of God fhositd 141
St \ )3 of God Jimald rafte Death
vlahoa.z He wr g Prophigtion for ove Sim :
_ Jor ore Sime s aud wet for oy only bur
s for the Singof the whele Wartd, oo ey, b
:'1(;:r1.:.n. He gave himfilf” o Ranfor: for all,
Fu 5. ' &
H ls-, ﬂrﬂﬂr;‘d if an-: died for ally vben were all dead ¢ ud thet he dud
Yehsoste © The Bread that I oilt pive, i Teflsy wli
E f at I oonie pavey iy Elefly wlich Twill wroe for phe
T Life of dhe 1purid, 40 v w1 g o v
Vo e Godis the Suviair of ad Men, Jrecially of tiemstbar believe.
2 Tir s, r‘Tbr{r it goad and .qccq:;.?élc vt the it of God cire Sawionr «
340 whe will have A Ment be faved, wid com to the Lironledy of
the Trath, o

Pet.3.0. it ; ¢ hagt ;
2 Pet.3.0 R:;!\";r‘rrj::f{mg that any flouid Ferify bt that Al fhantd come 1o

P

to the Titizeng of Norwicl. 1

Anathe commandeth All Men every where to repent. Adiz.3e

e by the Offence of Oue, judgment came en afl Mens even fo Romys.13.
by ke Kigheeanfnefs of Ore, the free Gifi came upam Ail in to ju-
fHifieationof Loft.

Eor as in Adum afl die, even foin Chrift flall all be made alive, @ Son. 3 g,
“they that bave don: Good, to the Refuvrelbion of Life 5 andhey 3%
#hat Ineve done Exily 10 the Kefurreliion of Damuation. Jois. ag.

Denying tbe Lord thae bought them, and bring upan themfelver 2 bera. 1.
Suift Daffraition,

For God fent mat lis Sonimo the World to condzmst the World § Johin 4.
bust that v Jertd thradzh bum maght be faved,  He that belizveth 17,18,
o1 hivgy it ot condemned o but e that believerl nee, is condermned
a'ready, Lecanfs be buth not galieved in the Name of the only beger~
sen Ssusf Ged.

God will fudy the Seirees of” Men aecording 1othe Gofpel. Rem.2. 14
Which hath been preachsd ta every Creature wnder Heaven, Col.1. 23.
He hath fumedthie, @ Man, what i geod, Mich, 4, 8,

The Lord 05 graciomy and full of compaffion, flew to anger, Praogs.
and of great Aleicy,
Thie Lord s goed toall, and bistender Mercier are over all it vlygs.s.
Works.
By thefe Mudhorities T teach, that Chriltdied for Alls

Now, Sir, fhew me (il you can ) where the Suipture tells us, thae
Ui died pox for fane only, and mot for alf, Fot hitherio I have not
mee with iy fuch Tetimeny in the Word of God.

And feeing yeu think Chritt died but for foine only, thew nie {ufident
Tettimony Juaan the Scripture, that he died for your eIl 2 And mame one
(if you¢an ) now living i this great City, for whom Chilfi died not.
And when yoa have dane thefe things welly you may expect fome further
Accomt ot your Paper,

Your zbutfed Friend,

Tho. Grantham.

Finally; To give you (ome Acconnt of the Dinlagne and Trcatife en-
fuing, Yorthe nifty Beinga great diftance from my Stady, [ couid not
have the help of my own Books,  The Colle@ion thercfore which 1 here
give you, | have taken from feveral Writers, but chicfly from Mr ‘I'bo.r’m;(f,

B: 1
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. them, 1 hope withoye his Offence

12 M Coliolary Puetace, &,

] 3+ His Divine pyy;
exemplified sn My, W ! 8. And, 5. Sl ok ‘:ﬁ-”-
ly hmj{ thofe Quotations more fully }Vherc the ﬁudi(;ussRc;dj;rC;‘;)':;::m: o
quoted, but alfo very wel] marrt o+ 9OWn, and perha ot on-
have laboured tq enrd el Maintained, (againh b FPerhaps more exady
ufe them, apd 1S learned Adverfari
ver )5 and thy, » and to palliace the p; o e who
)5 and therefore 1 have: the more willl'ngl; g;g’gfed\;}'fhlch ; ney difco-
. DI .
: df‘or the Trcati[c, Youmi" prefent ufe of
« and o Gmiliarly demoyy

Prefumptuous pretendi

vealed Will iy hi d :

e ; W.l“'ll)hls Word : Which is a vile Abfurd;
Veracity of the Almighty, with P

; calls in i
kL boms 55 no Variablenef; o

> #0r fhad,p of -

Nornich, yath Month,

(g iy oot Yaur Sevane for Jefis Gake,
?

Tho. Gryy tham,

From his Corregz C‘aofy of

(13)

A Brief Dialogne, wherein the Presbyterians.
are punifbed by their own Pens.

Baptift,

"Ell met, Sir 3 Ihave foxfﬂtwhat to fay unto you,
Preshyterian,
Pray {ay on, Twould know what is the matter.

Bapr. 1 was reading an Author the other day, and he declares, Tiat the
Do&rine of the Presbyterians is blafphemous againft God, and cruel to
Mankind, making God the Author of aliSin, and the defiroyer of Man-
kind, in the greatelt part, without any Mercy, or help for their Salvation.

Pr. This1s an heavy Charge indeed, but itis not true in this, we do
not make God the Author of Sin.  We do fay indeed, by our Confeffion of
Faith made by the Affembly of Divines, and approved by the General Af-
fembly of the Kirk, of Scotland, Thar God did from all Erernity, freely
and unchangeably ordain whatfoever comes to pafs, Chap, 3.

Bapr. But when you fay that God did freely and unchangeably ordain
whatfoever comes to pafs, do you mean that God ordain’d all the Sins of
Angelf and Men, that they (hould come to pafs, of neceflity or unavoi-
dably ?

Pz. Yes, that is our very meaning ; for we tell you in the fame Book,
Chap, 5. That the Almighty Power of God, extendsit [elf tothe firfp Fall,
and all other Sins of Angels and Men, and that not by a bare Permiffion, &c.

Bapt. What do you mean, by the Almighty Power of God extending
itfelf to the firft Fall, and all other Sins of Angels and Men ?

Pr. Wemean, and fay in exprefs words, That by a neceflity of divine
Providence the Fall of .A4dam did neceffasily happen, that God made A4-
dam and Eve to this very purpofe, that he might fuffer them to be tempt-

“ed, andledinto Sin, and that by force of his Counfe! or Decxee, it could
not otherwife be, buc that they muft fm.  Pifear, Difp. Pref. p. 6.

Bapt, This feems very firange that God fhould lay Adam under a neceffity
of Sinning.

Pr. Tt could not otherwife happen than God had ordain’d ; and in refpect
of God’s Decec, there is.no contingency (or condition) in the World.

And.-
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are they only held in Fetters, but compelled alfo as witha Bridle to per-
torm Obedicnce to fuch Comands,  Calvin. Inftl. 1. ¢, 17, God ex-
c:teth Men to theact of Adultery, that he filsreth them up o unjuflt AQs,
as a Man puts Spurstoa dull Jade,  Mr. Barlee cont. Mr.T. P,

Bapr, Cestainly the Osiginal of Sin isSatan’s Malice, and the Lufis of
the Fleth, and camot be bottomed on God’s Deecree, for he tempteth not
any Mans nor on his Cominands, for they prohibit all Sin,

Py. God’s Decree, by which any is deliin’d to Condemnation, s not
an A& of Juflice, nor doth his Decree prefuppofe Sin—When God mazles
an Angd or a Man a Tran{preffor, he himielt doth not tranfgrefs becaute
he doth not break aLaw, Thefame Sin, »iz. Adultery or Murther, inaf-
muchasit is the Work of God, the Author, Mover, and Compeller, it is
not aCrime 5 but inalnuch as ic is of Man, it is Wickednes.  Dr, Thrifs,
in Serm, de Prov, Sce Mr. Pesvee, Correlt Cop. p. 10.

Bapr. This is highly grofs, that you fhould charge God with making
the Devils and Men Tran(greflorss whcreas God made Man spright, bm he
bath fonght ot many Inventions.

Pr. Gad doth fitr up the Devil to lie, and is in fome manner the canfe
of Sin, and dhrufteth on the Wills of the Wicked to grievous Sins.  Per..
Virmil, in Ep. ad Rom.f. 403, 406. and 38.  Yea, God. doth incite, fe-
duce, draw, command, harden, and inje& Deceptions, and effecteth
thofe ihings which ate grievous Sins. Pifeat, ad Anmic. Dupl, Vorftii, p. 176.

Eapt. By this Doctrine you make Man an infigniticant Cypher, and God
the principal Aétor inall Wickedne(s.  But fecing the Ele&t do jinas well
as others, Who is the Caufe of their Sins ?

Pr. Though Reprobates are predefiinated to Damnationand to the Caufes
of Dammation, and created to that end thac they may live wickedly, and
be Veflels full of the Dregsof Sins yet it follows nor that God's abfolute.
Decree is the Caule of all the Villanies and Lewdneffes in the World, be-
caufe, befides the Sins of the Reprobates, there are alfo other Villinies
committed, namely by the Ele&,  Pifear. conc. Tanff. p. 47.

Bapr, But you do not antwer the Quettion, Whether did God decree that
the Elect fhould fin ?

Pr. Nothing is dene without Ged’s Will, no not without his Operation ;
for God worketh all things in all Men,therefore he willeth and effectech that.
ungodly Men do live intheir Concupiicences. Trigland, Apol, p., 172.

Bapt. Bat why do not you anfwer the Queltion dire@ly, Whether Gosl.
decreed all the Villavies committed by the Eleét?

Pr. God doth incite, feduce, draw and harden, and inject Deceptions -,
and doth or effectech thofe chings which are hainous and grievaus Sins.. Marr..

in Jrdg, 3. 90 pr4g. aze.
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fo of perifhing by this Ordination of God s and fo competled, that they
cannot chufe but fm and perith, Zawch, de Nat. Deiy !, §.¢. 2. Man doth
that which is not lawful for hin todo, by the juft impulfc of Ged. Calv.
Inft. I 1. c.18.

Bapt. If things be thus as you teach, Why does God call upon Men to
abftain from every appearance of Evil, and to do Good ?

Pr. God directeth his Voice to fome Men, but that they may be fo much
the deafer 5 he gives Light to fome Men, but that they may be {o much the
blinder ; he offers them Inftruction, but that they may be the more igno-
rabnt 5 and he ufeth 2 Remedy, but to the end they may not be healed, Calv.
lib. 34 ¢, 24,

Bapt, Why, does God fpeak one thing, and mean another quite contra-
1y thereunto ? How then is he ferious ?

Pr. God cannot ferieufly act, and be fmally oppofed, Dr. Coflingsy ut fu-
pre.  God can will that Man fhall not fall by his Will, which is called vo-
lumta: figni, (his revealed Will )5 and in the mean time ordain, that the
fame Man fhall infallibly and efficacioufly fall by his Will, which is called
voluntas beneplaciti, (wiz, his acceptable Will ) : The former Will of God
is improperly called his Will, for it only fignifies what Man ought to do by
right; but thelatter Will is properly called a Will, becaufe by that he de-
creed what thould inevitably come to pafs. See Mr. Pierce Corret Copy, p. 9.

Bapt. By your Do&rine ¥ perceive you hold, that the number of the Sa-
ved, and the number of the Damned, were unalterably determined, before
there was {o much as one Man created.

Pr, Yes, we fay, by the Decree of God for the manifeftation of his Glo-
ry, fome Men and Angels are predeftinated unto Everlafting Life, and others
fore-ordained to Everlafting Deftruction ; and thofe Angels and Men thus
predefiinated, and fore-ordained, are particularly and unchangeably de-
figned 5 and their Number {o certain and definite, that it cannot be either
encreafed or diminifhed. Afemb. Catechif. c. 5.{et. 3, 4.

Bapt. Why then is the Gofpel preached to Men thus determin’d to Dam-
nation ?

Pr. 1t muft neceffarily follow that Chrift is preached to them to aggra-
vate their Damnation. Dantil, cont. Anonimum.

Bapt. You make the Cafe of the greatelt part of Men grown deplorable,
}Vitho)ut Remedy. Pray, What do you think of the Cafe of dying In-

ants ?

Pr. Ele¢t Infants dying in Infancy, are regenerated and faved by Chritt
through the Spirit, Afemb. Catechif. c. 10. fe@. 3. And of the re#
Mr. Calvin faith, That {0 many Nations of Men, together with their {n-

G fants,
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fants, were involved withaut Remedy, in Eternal Punithment, by the Fall
of Adam, for no immaginable Realon, but that fo it femed good in ihe
fight of God. Infl, 1.3, ¢, 23, feff. 7.

Bapr. That God daes cleanie dying Tnfants, and fits them for Heaven, 1
readily grant.  But what do you mean by vegenerting Infants ?

Fr, They muftbe regencrate, and have Faith fome way, olie they munt
perith,  They who are regenerated, bave Faith and Repentarce,  Bue all
Infants faved, arerepenerated.  Thoctore all fnfants faved bave Fawh and
Rc}pcntaucc. Tixy mull be bom of Water, and the Spidit, according to
Fohn 3. 6. elle there is no Heaven for them. Mr. Firmin.

Bage. What manner of Faithand Repentance is this you talk of?

Pr. It s Semim) Faith, and Seminal Repentence. Mr. Firmin,

Bapr. But you know not what kind of Fuith this is, nor can you tell
what [nfanes have its and [o you caunot tell that one Infane dying, is faved,
by this Seminal Faith and Repentance s or, axe you (o charitable to think
that all [nfanes have this Faith Seminal, and this Sensinal Repentange ?

Pr, Taver, (how cuel foover T may be judped ) that no Unbyliever an,
according ta any Divine Revelation, have any affuted hope of their own, or
theit Childrens Salvation who die in their nfancy. Mr, Wifan, Right e
thad, p. 46,

Bape, Lo how you would fill Hell with mulitudes of poor dying Tofants ;
but bow thenhas God (aid, that ke hath no pleafire in the Death of the
wicked, i it be as Mr. Calvim and you teach, that both they and cheir In-
fnts are damned without Remedy ?

Pr. God wills not the death of a Sinner, {0 far forth as Le wills his Re-
entince, which experience reacherh, that e doth o will as not to rauch
Eis Heare that be may repent. Cafe in Ezeb. 18, The Sin of Incredulity
dath depend upon Ged's Pradefinyion, asthe Effcét upon the Canfe,
Pifeue. ad Dupl Ferit, poro, 11, God doth cftedt i them an liwredu-
by, in asinach as be blindeth them whillt the Galpelis preached. po 25,
27, All things which (hall beyhoil be by the inevitable Counfels aid Decres
of Gud,  AMare. Berrhais in Dens. 47. 1. 92 4.

Bagr. You fhould have faid, thac den do harden i Hearis, and refif
the Holy Ghofts bur 1 am forry that o many Leamed Wiiters (iu'd repre-
fent God at fuch 3 dreadful cate, not only to make Angels and Men to
damu themn, but 20 to make them Sinners that he may damn them, YWiat
is this bat to make God the greatett Sinner 2 which is blaiphemiens,

Pr. Iave told your already, That when God makes an Angel ora Man, a
Tranfgreffor, he himflf dath not nanfgrefs,  becaale ke doth ot break g
Law. The very Gme Sin, wia, Adultery or Mucher, inafiuuch «s it is the

Works

the apti(f anv the 1Dwsbpterian, 19

Work of God, the Anuthor, Mover, wnd Compelier, ic is nota Grime
But it as nonch as it isol Man, it is Wickedies, _

Bupe, Certainly the'e thigs Iitherio afferied by you are dreadfully B‘hfl-
pheious, and mare like 1he Do 2rine of the Turksy than of trae Chrifli-
ansy ai:d aught to be expluded with tie [une detcttation which was wont
0 be mude (a5 0y Aathor theweeh) in thele words.

ArstuaniCo thal ¢ Maduwdft @hzs- 1do Anathematize the Bla/phemy
pice, abd Myirey 5 Oile w S of Maomed, liying, That God de-
rhard, u Te 2t 3 ".-“):‘F"-‘-’.'L\f! ceiveth whow he willy and whom
T e By ¢ wImbaF i fLi' SR MM A - L. . | is racd
Ret ot drlsemme AN @02 G my By Su- he \.\.lll he I;.ultt;‘: to \\h.l(.l.S t,fu li
M, o it dadd f wed dmG a for if Ged wauld, Mcn would net
T3 b, 4§ T bruaguddn adrrey xez- war one with anorber 5 but !:c duth
T what ke will, and 1shimflf the caule

of att Good, and of all Evily all
things are governed by Fate and Delling. Nicerszs Saracenita,

Pr. Our Do@uine is more ancient than Mabomer 5 St Aagaflin did
maintain ity Tt is certain thae Fuda could nor buc betray Chrill, fecing
God’s Decrees are immutable.  And whether a Man blefs or curfe, beal-
ways doth it neceffarily in xefpeét of God's Providence 5 and in fo doing, he
doth always according (0 the Willof God, Piftar. de Pradeft, Thef 12,1,

Bapr. Antiquity, for the filk four Centuries, is againtl your Dodirine,
Auzulin, tho fometime inQueed with ity yet upon better Advice cxclaing
aganilit,  And asto the Initance of Fado, Antiguity is againft you. For
thus (ajth Chryfeffome s

© Vidnty dyamilii,ude fambia = Te6-
oy bary % veesy wind o wd N, B
fuidica S}:I..;. wlitde . daag ey -
&V i

Judas, my Beloved, was ar firft a
Child of the Kingdom, when be htard
it faidtohim with the Diftiples, Te
[hall fir o ewelye Thrones y bur atlaft
he becaure & Child of Hel. Chryloli Orat, 52, a5 quared by Mr. }. Geed-
LU

Pr. 1 perceive you hold, that a Childof God may poflibly full away and
perith.  This = 3 dangerous Error.

Bapts ‘That fome may dpare frons the Faith, giving heedto fedieing Spi-
ratgy s cleze in the \Word of Gud,  and of this fall I'deobr tlic Presbyteri-
ansy many of them, are 1 twirible ltfauce, as will as others. Nor need
any Man fay more coneeraing Riling away than they do in their Cenfef. of
Faitky made by the Affenibly of Drvizesy for as they deny not but that there

Cz2 are
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are temporary Beljeversy and tyuly fuch are all th y .
Yy tell vs, Y all that fall away.  Sothey plaina

That the pureft Churches under Heaven ave [ubjeft to Mixtwr und Er-
vory and fome have fo degenerated, as to become no hurches of
Chrifty but Synagegues of Satan, Chap. 25. Scc. 5.

Surely the pureft Churches under Heaven are true Believers; and if thefe
g?gsgtﬁl)\gggfi may become the Synagogues ot Satan, it is too much to

For my part, though T doubt ot but there s a ftatc atiainable, even i
this Lite, frox.n which by the Grace of God Chriftians thall not’falel ',myler:
I hold it a vanity for any Man to afirm of himfelf, orof any other Perfon
in particular, that it is impoflible for him to fall. 1 hold it better by far
for the beft, as wellas others, to take heed lelt they fall,  And here the
Decree concerning chrobation- may be ufeful ; for God never made it to
caufe Men to be Reprabates, but to hinder them from being fuch 5 likeasall
good Laws made agzintt Treafon and Felony, were not made to make
Men Tvaitors ox Felons, but to prevent them that they tight not be Trastors
nor Felons. )

_ Letus not then turn the Goodnefs of our God into Perverfene(s
his Gracc.imo Wantonnefs, by thinking he will damn any Manr,ne(\i’ith‘(;gz
tirft fhewing Mexcy s or fave us of necetlity s for és God unrighteons, whe
sakethvengeance ;- how then [hall be judg the World ? - ’

Pr. But why do you fuggeft your fears that the Presbyrerians axe a terri-
ble inftance of falling away, aswell as others?

Bapt. Becaufe they have received a Dolrine, the Tenour of which is
fuch, thatno Man which receiveth ity canhave any true or well-grounde:d
Faith: for if God did extend the Death of Chrilt to fcarce one Man of an
hundred, how is it poflible for any Man to know affuredly that Chrift died
for him in particular > Hemay have an opinion Chrift died for him; but he
cannot be fure of i, feeing the certain knowledg who Chritt died for.
muft wot be built upon any good which we conceive to be wrought in us,
but upon the clear teftimony of the Word of God.  Faith comes by bearing;
ayd hearing by the Word of God. Rom 10, Hence all are bound to believe
upder pain of Damuation, Mark 16. 16.

Pr. We deny, by the Pen of Mr. Whitfield, p. 75, thatall Men are
commanded to believe, but only the leali part of the World: and Mr.
Brinfley tells us, Therethould no Gofpel be preached, but for the Ele@s
ke, ~ And Mr, €alvin faith, That fo many Nations of Men, together

with .
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with their Infants, were involved WITROUT REMEDY in eternal Pu-
nillunent, by the fall of .Adam [and he fell, becaufe God thought it ex-

pedient] for no imaginable Reaton,

fightot Gud,  Calvilmii L 3. ¢.23

Nations which have not the fightof €

but that fo it feemed good in the
And hence we conclude, that thofe

se Gofpel, Chrift died not for them ;

for if God gave his Sunt to die for thea, which is the greater, he would

not deny them the Gotpel which is the leffer.  B. K. Serm, and Letter.
Bapt. That God is known throughout the whole World to be Propiti-

ous, Graciovs and Merciful, cannot be denied ; and where God is known

to be gracious, pardoning Sin upon

?

Repentance, heis known in Chilt,

though the Name of Chyitt be not known 5 and indeed lew knew him by

that Name of Fefus Chrift, till he

God has faken care that his Name,

known throughout the World, s evid

was bern of the Virgin,
Gracions and Mereiful, (hould be
ent, not only by the Holy Scriptures,

And that

bue by the Writings of the Fleathens yea, the Turks themfelves, though
they are for Deffiny, yet beginalmoft every Chapter of their Aleoran with
thefe words 5 47 the Name of God Graciois and Merciful.

And Profper (Augnfisn's Dilciple)

God did never leave himfelf without

De vocatione Geminm, fhews, Tho

Witnefs in any part of the World,

A, 4. 17. which he compares with Pfal. 76. 8,0.and 138, 4,5,6. If¢

6o. to make it good.  And Mr. Pierce
is fpread throughout the World. As,

1. All Proteftant Countries,

2. All the Countries of Papifts.

3. All the Greek, Churches,

4. All the Mufcovites,

5. Allthe Aflaricks under the Patri-
arch of Ferufalen.

6. The Chrittians called AMelchites,
under the Patriarch of Antioch.

7. The Armenians under an hundred
Bilhops.

8, The Chriftians called Facobires,
mingled with the Aahometans,
through a great past of Afia, un-
der the Patriarch of Carmite.

9+ The Chrifiians under the Patriarch
of Mezuly about Affyriay Hefo-
potamia, Parthia and Mediay (ac-

*’#"'—'L—'

fhews excellently how the Goipe!

counted more than all the Papifts.)

10. The Chrittians called Georgiains
in fberia,

1. The Chriltians called Circaffians.

12. The Chriftians called Aengrellia
ans,

13, The Chriftians of Nasolia, un-
der the Patriarch of Conftantire-

le,

141.1 The Kingdoms of Cazan Afri-
gan, &c. under the Patriarch of
Mofco.

15. The Chriftians called Maronites,

16. The Chriltian: Indsans of St,
Thome.

17. The Chriftians under the Patri-
axch of Alexandria, from the Gra-

ditan -




P 8 Dialoguc vetween

djtan Straits to the River Nile.

18, The Abaffine Chritiians in Ethi-
opia.

19. The Chritiansin Congo and An-

ola.

20, All the Chrittian Americans
(which are not few) through New
Spam, Caftella, Nova-Pery, and
Brafile.

21, All the Englifh, Dmtch, and
French Plantations, in Mexijcana,
und the Ilands on either lide,

Thus it appears that the Name of
Chrilt is known in all the World,
Euvope, Afia, Africa, and Ameri..
ca; though, God knows, the Gotpel
in the purity of it, 1s toolittle known
inall thefe Nations,  Bur this may
fhew that Chrilt died for many more
than the Presbyterians, and that the
whole World has an Ooje¢t of Faitl,
and not the lefler part only,

Pr. But Mr, Barlee confefleth, p. 87, That in the general Propofal of
the Gofpel, Mark 16. 15. cannot poflibly lurk any mental Refexvation, or
Inlincerity.  Yee Mr. Whirfield faichy p.61. That Chritt cannot be faid fe-
rioudly to defire the Salvation of thofe, from whom he will not remove thofe
things which he knows will hinder their Salvation,

Bapr. You are excellent at Self contradictions and you that reprefent
Chiift not tobe ferious, becaufc he will not fave Men whether they will or
10, can never be ferious in your calling upon Men to repent and believe
for whilft you inwardly believe God hath decreed they {hall not believe, your
Sermons are meer Dillimulation, or meer Abfurdities, Which made Bi-
fhop Ufher cry out, Thar this is the extream Abfurdity into which the Armi-
wians did drive the Calvinifts.  For, (aith he,

¢ What would not a Man fly uniro, racher than yield that Chritt died in

i“©
[13
“©°
(3
)

and Saviour

~oa

Intereli ?

This Reverend Man faith further ;
¢ That the Satisfaction of Chrift was once done for all, the Application is
filll in doing,  The Satisfa¢tion of Chrift only makes the Sins of Mankind
¢ fit for Pardon,  All the Sins of Mankind are become Venial, in refpect

<

- e

"o

of the Price paid to the Father.
€

% 110 wile for the Reprobates ; and that none but the Eleé had any kind of
Title to him ; and yet many thoufands thould be bound in Conicience to
believe that he died for them, and tied to accept him for their Redeemcy
whereby they fhould have belicved that, which in it
felf is moft untrue, and laid hold on that in which they had no kind of

But all do not obtain aétual Remilli-

on, becaufe moft Ofenders do not take out or plead their Pardon as they

¢ oupht to do.— We may fafely conclude, that the Lamb of God offering
¢ himtelt a Sacrifice for the Sins of the whole World, intended, by giving

“ fufticient
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« foficient Satisfacion to God’s Juflice, to make the Nature of Man which
« he afluned a fit Object for Mercy, and to prepare a Medicine for the
% Sins of the whole World, which fhould be dented to noue that intended to
¢ take the benctit of it, In vefpet of his Mercy, he may be counted a
« kind of univer@l Caufe of refioring our Nature, as Adam was of the
¢ depraving ot it. .

1 xill coﬁdudc this Dialogue with the 31 Article of the Chwnreh of 'E”f-
land, which the Presbyierians, and other Calvinifis, have lately {ubfcribed :
And fhall appeal to their ConfCiences how they can reafonably believe the -Ar-
ticles made by the Affembly of Divines, which Lhave c?(ce;?tcd agamﬂﬁ;or
be difpleafed with me, meerly becanfe 1 teachy That Chrift dsed for all Men,

The Article is this 3 ) o @
Tt s a perfect Revemption, 1Dwopitiation, ann Satil:
faction §o all the Sing of the whole TWodd, both DML ang.
Qctual, '
) Let them ftick to this, and then magnify God’s {pecial Grace, and abafe
Man as much as they pleale.

Pr. But before we part, let me mind you of the Cafe of Efan, con-
cerning whom Huldericis Zuinglins (aith, contra Catabap, p. 172. Ti}at.
we cannot fay of Efun, being rejecked by God, 1 would to God he had died
an Infant.  For he could not die, whom the Divine Providence created to
this very End, that he might live, and that he might live wickedly.

Bapt, Thofe whom Zuinglius called Catabaprifts, were the faithful Affer~
tors of the Dottrine of Baptifins againft the Church of Roms, as we whom.
you falily call Anabaptifts are agamit both the Church of Rome and the
Preshyterians, who have changed Gods Ordinance, and fet up your awn.
Taventions inftead of it, o

But to the Cafe of Efus. how blafphemoufly do you fpeak in faying,,
That the Divize Providence created him that be might live wickedly # Al-
though his Cafc is doubefal, (as-well as Solomon’s, who‘ fimned with as high:
a hand as Efan did ) vet itis raflne(s-10 conclude thateither were damued.
The Learned obferve, that fome of your own Writers believe the contiary.
Luther in Gen, 33.. and Mollern: in Malach. 1. did not doubt of; Efau’s Erer-.
nal Blifs, Nor durit Occo[ampﬂdim to account him a_ch:'ooatc, bcc.auﬁ:
he knew thefe words, Rom. 9. were only (poken by a Figure. See Mr. Pierce.
 AUTORQCTOM@Img, p.197.  Andit is oblerved by Mr, Sam. Loveday, inhis:
Perfonal Reprobate Reprobatedy p, 65+ Thatit hath been the general Opiniore
of the Ancient Fathers, that Efan in Perfon is faved 5 and he particudurizech.
of the Ancients, Jerom, Auguftine, and Hnfelm. e
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The Reafons why they think Efzs wasnot damned; are three,
1. He was fully reconciled to his Brother Facob, notwithitanding the
occafion of Offence given by Facob: this appears Gern. 33.
2. He joined with Facob in'the burial of their Father Ifuac, Gen.35.29.
3. They (ay hedied in the True Religion, and that many of his Pofte-
riey were Godly: Ttis faid to be the general Opinion of the Learned, that
that holy Man Fob was of Efau’s Pofterity ; -and was that Fobab, of whom
we read Gen. 36. 33. ex Loveday, idem.
But he that will diligently read Gen.25. 23, will find that there is nota
word of hating Efau beforehe was born, but only it is forefhewed, that the
Nation which fhould procecd from Facob, fhould be greater than the Nation
which fhould proceed from Efan : and how could this be any prejudice to the
Salvation of Efan? And whercas Paul adds, in Rom. 9. as it is written,
Jacob have 1 loved, and Efau have I hated.  To this we [y, firft, There
was no Scripture written at all when Facob and Efar was born, nor for ma-
ny hundred Years after.  Sccondly, When it was written, it is evidently
-written of the Pofteritics of Facob and Efan; and the only caule why the
- Pofterity of Efan were hated, was their Pride and Wickednefs, particularly
againft the Jfraclites, orSeed of Facebs this will appear by reading the pla-
ces where thefe things are written.  Fix(t the Prophet Obadsah is very plain.
Ver. 6. How are the things of Efau fearched ot 2 how are his hid things
Jought wup ? For thy wiolence againft thy Brother Jacob, fhame fhall co-
wer thee, and thou [halt be cut off for ever. Inthe day thou foodeft on the
other (ide, inthe day that the Strangers carried away captive bis Forces——
even thow waft as one of them, Thous fhonldeft nat have entered into the
Gate of any Pesple in the day of thesr Calamity Neither fhonldeft thon
bave ffood in the crofs way, to cut off thofe of histhat did efcape, And,
Ver. 3. The pride of thine Heart hath deceived thee.  And for this Caufe
the Lord hated the Pofterity of Ffais o Ver. 8. Shall I not——even defivoy the
wife Men ont of Edom, and the Underftanding out of the Mount of Efau ?
Yes, he would {urely punifh them for their Iniquity.
And to the fame purpofe are the words of the Prophet Aalachi, ch. 1. 2,
3, 4. 1 loved Jacob, and bated Efau, and laid bis Mowntains and bis Heritage
wafte, for the Dragonsin the Wildernefs, Whereas Edom (that is, the Po-
ficrity of Efan) faith, We are impoverifhed, but we will recuirn and build the
defolate Plages : thiws [aiththe Lovd of Hofts, They [hall build, but I wil
throw down,  And thus did the Lord hate Efan, that is, the Pofterity of
Efau, who lift up themfelves in Pride againtt God, and Cruelty againli the
Ifraclites.

The
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The truth is, ‘God is no refpecter of Perfons ; and therefore God will hate
in chis kind, (that is, punifh) as well Fudabche Seed of Facob, as Edom
the Seed of Efan s yea, both thefe Nations, as well as other Nations, when
they lift up themfelves with Pride againtt him. Read and confider, Fer. 9.
25,26, Behold, the days come, faiththe Lord, that I wil punift all them
which are circumcifed with the Unnrmmc{:{éd 5 Egypt, and Judah,and Edom,
and the Children of Amon and Moab, and afl that ave in the utmoft Corners,
thar dwell in the Wilderne[i : For all theft Nations are uncircumcifedy and all
the Foufe of xael are uncivcumeifed in the Fears, 1.0, hereis the Caufe why
God hates Men, even their hardueis of Heart, and Rebellion againft him, and
nothing elfe.

POSTSCRIPT.

WHat I have here prefented to confiderggion, is but an Effay; for

1 doubt not but that the contrary-minded will quarrel thefe my
" Labowrs. Know therefore, that as Qccafion hall be offered,
you may expect (if God permit) a more ample Account of the things briefly
noted in the pxeccdins Dialogne.

It hath pleafed God to ftir up fome of Learning and Judgment, to ferve
the Truth in thefe Enquiries 5 of whofe Learned Labours I hope to give a
more {ull Account, and efpecially concerning the Doétrine of the Chriftian
Writers fiom the Apofiles Days, to the Time of Auguftine, which was more
than 400 Years : During which Time this dreadful Dotrine, oppofed in
thefe Treatifes, was a Stranger to the Church of Chrift. The Teflimonies
being many and large, it may be convenient to take a further time for the
producing of them, as well in the Languages whercin they were firft writ-
ten, as inour Englith Tongue. And the fame may alto be neceffary in re-
fpect of thofe Modern Writers, which have fo greatly eclipfed the Grace of
God to Mankind,  All which may be done by an induftrious Hand, though
but meanly Learned, becaufe thefe things are tnade ready to our Hands, and
may therefore be made the tmore ferviceable to the Truth, when difperfed in
{mall Volumes, for thefe large Traftates come but into fesy Hands, ‘

And werc I never {0 capable to colle and tranflate thofe Authors Opini-
ons refpecively, yet 1 would rather make ufe of the Collections and Tran-

flationsalready made, by thofe whofe Abilitics that way are unquettionable L;
D an
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and what they have done of this kind, approved and defended 3 as may alfo
be (hewed in time convenient.

I confefs I mever had experience of the Effects of this Spirit, which makes
Men chink that Ged in Chrilt loves but a very few of his Oﬂ'-fpring, (1
inean Mankind, s 17,28.) and that he hates the far greateft part of chem
from all Ecernity : 1{ay, I never had (0 much experience of this Spirit, in
its bitter Effects, as fince I came to rcfide in NVorwich, It hath filled even
the higheft fort of Profeffors with fuch indignation againlt me, mecrly for

. preaching God’s Love to all Men, [tor let them
Calvin bwnt Servets,  g5]k what they pleafe, thisis the thing] thatif they
(alearned and pious Bap- 14 [ hould not have had a Place whereon to
1ipt) for differing in Opinion 1 ? din Norwich. And1 1 b d
inMateers of Religion, Ser- 13y MY Head in vormich. nd 1 have been _praye
vews is juflifed fince bis  againft (as I am informed) asa Limb of Antichrifts
Dsash, and Calvincondim- and God hath been defired to confound me with An-
mid for a fulfe Accnfer “”ﬁ tichritt, &e. fuch a Fury does this Doétrine of irre-
ﬁ'ﬂr};ﬁﬁ /,S’f,,ouus 41 fpetive Reeprobation begget in the Hearts of its Admi-
) vers. A Fraternitate Calviniana libera nos Domine,

Now the Lord knows, ( to whom lappeal) that 1have born thefe things
with Patience, (and yet vigoroufly preached the Truth, according to my a-
bility) and Thave, and do heartily pray for Mexcy for thefe my Perfecutors,
and hope by fuch Endeavours to prevail; praying them timely to confider
the dilinal Efe&s of theix Docxine, [that Chrift died but for afew ] How

many have hereby defpaired of Merey, and laid violent Hands upon them-~

felves ! and too many (God knows) about this City. And here the moft

humble Chrittian is in the greate(t danger. <
And on the other Hand, how does the carclefs and confident fort go orfitn
their evil Couxfess concluding fiom thofe peccans Articles (above recited )
that not one more can be damned, nor one lefs can be faved; than will de-
creed, (and that unchangeably) to be faved or damned from the beginning,
yea, fromn before the World was, yea, from all Etcrnity : And therefore it is
allone whether they be Religions or Irreligious. .
This is the Doésine ( faith a Leamed Man) which is cslculated for the
Kingdom of Satn, than which no Doctrine can more befriend his devou-
ring, Deligns againii the Souls of Men ; for, V(aith he, A Manmay (now)
be wngut, wamercifuly partial, and full of diffimidation o hating moft Men
withowe a anfe, and yet be moft like God,  And indeed how fhould Men that
have throughly imbibed thefe Principles, be better than they take their God
tobe ? O then beware of a falie Apprehention of Ged 5 for when Men have
et up [iach an Tmage of God in their Judgment, they will adore it and
thereby depare from God, and do Mifchief ata venture, - A
N
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As concerning God’s Election and Reprobation, I fhall briefly here affert
my Judgmeut.

1, That God did from the beginning chufe (in Chrilt ) to Salvation, all
that part of the fallen Race of Adam, that die in their lunocency, or accept
of his Mercy and Grace according to the Means he gives them 3 and this De-
cree proceeds from his own Gooduefs, and is not built upon any Goodnefs i
the Creature. :

2. God did reprobate in his Decree and Determination, from the be-
ginning, all that (hould, in the fucceffive Agesof the Worldy reject or de-
fpife his Mercy and Goodnefs, which (hould have led them to Repentance 5
ceven every Sonl of Man that doth Ewily as well of the Fews us of the Gen-
tiles, Rom. 2. 8, 9.

3. That no Man that is an unregencrate Sinnery is aétually Eleiled, till
he turns from Sin, and accepts of God’s Mercy by Faith, Rew.17. 14. And
that none are aétually reprobated till they depart from God, or reject his
Mercy and Gooduefs, which he gracioufly holds forth to them, Ror. 1. 28.
And this is [0 clear, that even thofe who are our Adverfaries, are forced to
allow it. For thus they fpeak, Affemb. Conf. of Faith, c. 11, God did
Jrom all Eternity decree to jufbify the Eleft —_ Neverthelefls they are not
JHftified, until the Holy Spirit do:hyin due time atually apply Chrift unto them,
And to make this Matter evident to every confiderate Reader, 1 fhall offer this
Argument,

All that are atlually Eleftedy have an Tuheritance in the Kingdom of God,
and of Chrift, and nonc can lay any thing to their Charge, 1 Pet. 1,2, 3,
4)§. Rom.8, 33.

Butno unbelieving, Diunkard, Whoremonger, Murtherer, or Idolater,
hath any Inheritance in the Kingdom of God, and of Chrify, Ephe/. 5. 5.
and thefe Impieties may be laid to their Charge.

Ergo, No unbelieving Drunkard, Whoremonger, Murderer, or lde-
later, is attually Elefled.  And yet we kriow that fome which have been
fuch, were aGually Elected, when they were purged froin their Filthinefs,
and by Grace rencwed,

As for pevfonal, irrefpeflive, and unavoidable Reprobation, it isa Plant
which bears moft difmal Fruit :  An Tuttance we have of it in Cafvin, who
confeffeth that he procured the burning to Death of Michael Servetsss, who
was a learned and worthy Man, though perhaps in fome things miftaken,  See
Hug, Grot. inPoints of Controv, Of which inhumane ACt 1 will make this
juft Reflection to prevent the like,

D:2 0.
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O Calvin, why didft thou (like Casn ) thy pious Brother flay, -
Becaufe he could not walk with thee, in thy felf-chofen Way ?
He did, in Sacred Bapti{m (’tis plain¥) the Truth affert : %See Caly,
And thou, by chufing Infancy (as plain) . did it pervert : Inf. cont.
"Tovhich thou needft would t it difpenfe,without one word of Truth, Servee,
To ftand by thee in thy defence. ~ Whillt it with open Mouth
Did ftand by him whil(t he did plead, Repentance and true Faith,
(In Sinners all) prerequsfites, axe for that Holy Bath.
Why didft thou flander him, and then his Books to Afhes butn,
Left by his Innocence, thy Wrath fhould to thy fhame return ?
But {ome did *fcape thy furious Flames, and he by themdoes fpeak-
More Truth than thou his Enemy. But yet {uppofc him weak, :
(Tho Wife and Learned all mult grant) muft he therefore be flain ?-
And Charitable too he was, (thou doft confefs) : How vain
"Fhen muft thou be him to opprefs ? Let all thy Brood take heed,
They Reprobate no Man (as.thou) by fuch an horrid Deed..

7. G,
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