T e
R e

T H E
' I - v :'; . "’“:)‘
TO THE

REA DER.
Courteous Rcade},

Ot becanfe T envy thofe of the Papal Church, or defive
them dnyevil ; not that 1 defive they fhould be expofed
toa fuffering condition for Matters of Religion, o
that they fhould be denied any liberty in that refpect
A which T defive my felf s dior for dny other prejudice
(God krioweth) do I publifh this fmall Treatife, but becanfe T judg my
Jelf concern’d.at this  time to give m Teftimony for the Truth, againft
fome Papal Tenerts ; for divers cmr/g:: s fuft, ‘

T am at this tie under vefbraint ; and though wothing hathy been luid
to my charge, yet it #5 rumonr'd by fome that I amd Papift: Yea, in
this place of my Confinemeiit, have I been told tomy face, by fomeof the
Protefbant (lergie, that I ama Roman Teluite,  Aud indeed ehis is
anordinary ASper fior which bith been caft upors thofe in general to whons
1 am related upon « Religions Account, Vizy That we are all Pa-
pifts, or will turn Papifts, ¢ And thisy ot fosimch to onr perfonal
prejudice, as to the difbonswr of that aicient way of Tiuch by us pro-
feffed.  Secondly, o o

Amore particular bcc(g?o(i of the publicdtion of this Treatife, pro-
ceeded fromthe Papifts themfelves, in fending Seven Qucties o the
Baptized Congregations in this (ounty; ( commonly called Avabaptifts).
To which, through the iportunity of fome Friends, I formed a brief
Anfuver 5 lttle thinking, confefs, that fo much contention would have
Vifen therenpon, as fince I havemet ivith,  Aid I likewife confefs, tl);t.tv
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the undertaking is fuch, as that it requireth a more fit Tufbrument the,

my JElf to manage it.

Neverthelefs, 1hope Imay

Jay,- That bitherto what has come

in this Conteft, hatly fallen ont rather to the furtherance of the Trug),
. : - - - 3
Jor which caufe I have thought fit to offer it to the pernfal of others, fy

much of it, Tmean, as I conceive is at prefent needful 5 an
Jubftance of ‘what bath paffed abpur the ey
Selolve I,
refolve (Controverfiesin G L["‘gm)"‘;é o

d that is

_l_'ez} wherghy we rmtjl decid or

, Lo 4 (P S
e wow wants but few monthsof « year; fiice T [ my final Anﬁp‘e’r‘;

containing & Review of all that had been faid in

Querics before ; in which

~

diveé

way of Anfwer to t}y

I produced the Teftimony of divers Aucigy
Doctors, as concurring witly what [ lmd“t‘berci){ ﬂ)oken, i, s being
Hy oppofite-to my Antagonift, ' o

But T have heard of late, that he is gone out of this Nation, Jfotha

T expect o more Reply from him. — dnd though for divers
hereafter fhewed, 1 have not publifhed the whole Difcourfe,

Reafons
(which, if

necd be, miay in due tine be brought tolight) | yer T have thanghe it-nget

hereto fet down all the Seven Quekies, ‘that o, if

any Chriftian, ‘of

fuitable Endowments, for the Vindication of ' Trath, againft the oppojitin

that lieth in the fuid Queries, fhall think |

t to lay forth bisTalent'n

that Service, he may take hold of this occafion sbhereinto do it, (fordhe
Quieries were not dive€ted to any particslar Perfon ) : However, I fidl
joyntocach Query one Antiquery,; whichmay ferve:at this prefent v
blunt the edge of them,  as they carry an oppofition to the Truth,

The QU ERIES.

u@//t}y I,
Hether we are to re-
folve all Differences
in Point of Religion, only
out of the written Word of
God~

Query 2,
How know you precife-

ly whatis the rrue Word of
God »

Guery

The ANTI-QUER IES,

Anti-query 1,
WHA: differences in Point of Religion

can you vefolve without the written .

Word of God¢ and whether the written
Word of God be a perfeit Rule for Matters
of Religion
Antiq, 2. .
Whetber fome Book muft not of wecellty
Jpeak for it lf? and whether the Serip-
ture doth not beft deferve this priviledg ¢
And whether it be not a bold prefumptionto
Jays There are no Holy Books but them which
we o you bhave, recesved for fuch, fish thife
which we have, tell us, there are other Holy
Writings,which never yet came to ouy hands,
nor £o youri.

Antiq.

to. Paf; '

e
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Guery 3.

How know you that your
Copies and Tranflations of
the Bible arethe true Word
of God, fince the Original
Writlngs are not come to
your hands ?

.@/mj 4.

Where we differ about
the fenfe of the Word, by
whom muft we be tryed 2
the dead Letter cunnot ¢x-
plain it felt,

Antiq. 3,
What Gopics and Tranflations of the Bible

have you that are moré true than wys e
and where are the Original Manuferipts of
the Prophets and Apofles » '

Antiq, 4.

When we differ about the True Chureh,
and_ abous the meaning of Authors, by whom
muff we be tryed ¢ “They cannot [peak for
themfelves more than the Scripture : And

whether the Scriptures, compared togethery
do not explatn themfelves Alfo, Whether

it be not an opprobrious and'ignominiows fpecch for you to call the Scripture a
dead Lettex? And whether the true lovers of the Seripture ever vonchfufed
it fich illy, and indeed improper language p

Query s.

What clear Text have
you out of the Scripture for
the proceffion of the Holy
Ghoft from the Facher and
the Son 2 Or, for changing |
the Sabbath from Seturday
t0 Sunday Or prohibiting
Poligamy, or Infant.Bap-
tifin 2 ‘And .whether there
be not as clear Texts to
prove unwritten Tradition,

- Purgatory, and the real Pre-.

Jence 2

Antiq. 5.

Whether the Baptifmof the True Church
be wot One ¢ and whether that One be not
exprefly found in the Seripture o And whe.-
ther the Scripture doth not prohibit all be-
JSide that One ¢ And whether the Papifls
bave not confeffed in many of their Books,
that Infant-Baptifin i not Sfound in, mor
grownded upon the Scriptuve 2 And then,
;v/mj)cr it be not clear, that all the Texes
which [peak of Baptifiny, do not probbir
lnﬁmt"gnpriﬁyf:' A[;ﬁ{v/zef/m ]oh.llx 5.26.
& 14,26, & 16.7. be not clear Tests,
that the Holy Spirit proceedeth from the
Father and the Son ¢ Al whether 1 Cor,

7Y, 2, 30 do mot as mwch prohibit ore Man for having twol¥ives, and one

oman for having two Husbands ¢ and whether it doth not clearly probibit the
lateer 2 Alfowhether there be any that hold the firft Dayunder the notion la/ @
Sabbath among the Baptized Churches 2 and yet whether there be not clear
Tests for the veligions obfevvation of it ¢ Ads 20,7, Alfo, whether it be
wt ablurd for you 1o ask for clear Tests to prove umvritten thimgs ¢ Alfs,
whether Purgatory, and the Real Prefence, as you hold them, are not plainty
defructive to fome Artscles of the Chriftian Faith ¢ ’

B Query 6.
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Daery 6.
Whether Univerfality botl

for Time and Place, be not -

an evident mark of the True
Church ¢

Ouery 7.

Whether you have really
this Mark, that is, Whe-
thex you can fetchout of all
Ages and Nations, Profel-
foxrs of your Religion; in
particular, you are defised
to name but onc or two in
the firft fix hundred years
after Chrift of your Pro-
feffion : For Example, Such
as held the fole-fufficiency
of Scripture for the deciding
Controverfics, and denied

the lawfulne(s and ufefulnefs

of Infant-Baptifin ¢

Thus, Reader,

Anti-query 6,

What Church can you name that hay) that
Mark e Andswhether the Woman that John
Jaw, wasnot Rome 2 And whether hey
was ot umiverfally received, fo thap off B,
tionswere drunk thereby ¢ '

Antig. 5 .

Whether any Man can _ﬁew this Mark,es
it it-here calld fory withoubithe. /;tl[z of bie
mane Hiftory 2~ and whether humane Hif,
ry bea Rule or Ground for Divine Faiths
Aud whether bumane Hifforles ( efpecially
thofe of the Sirft three huwdred) after Gl)ri//,
were not moft, if not all, burnt, which up.
cerned the Church? and whether thoft thy
remain are st contraditfory o to ansthert
Alfo, whether Infant-Baptifn was' fs
as heard of in the firff hundred years? and
then, How conld any be pamed that denied
the ufifulnefs thereof 2 Alfo, whether 4
Ghurch, whofe Gathering, Conflitution, and
Government, is anfiverable to the 'Scrip/w,
be mot the True Church of Chrift 7 And
whether the Churches of the Baptifts
therein exceed all other whatfoever 2

hus, ', Thave giventhee fome acconnt of the Canfeswhy I
puublifls this Treatife ; 1 defire thee to pernfe it diligently.
thing the Truth be difhononred,

If inany
through any Error maintained by me, ( :If
1do

which yet I do folemmly profefs T am not confeions to ny felf) ther
ot forbear to blame me in a Chriftian fort : only, if thou perceiveftme
deficient in point of Language and Method, I defire thee to bear with
that ; for Iam one that gets my Bread by the Labour of my Hands, anl
never faluted the Schools to gain the knowledg of their Arts.

From the Common Goal in the Cafile
of Lincoln, the 10th of the 11 Month,

Farewel,

(commonly called Fanmary) 1662,

To

Tothe Namelefs Author of the

VIl QUERIES:

And in him, to all the So~'s of

PAPAL ROME

In the County of L1NCOLN,

Ttherto the things pertaining to Religion, as they con.
cern the Baptized Congregations, (commonly called
Anabaptifts) and you that are commonly called

B Dapilts, have been very little controverted.  And

8. whether ever it fhall pleafe God to try bis Peoples

Faith and Stedfaftnefs, by your open oppofition, as be hath dowe it~ by

others, 1 may not prefume to determine 5 nor dowbt I, butif it fhall fo

fallont, be will advance his Truth thereby.

1t 45 moft certain, that of thofe many ways whereby the Ancient Path of
the Gofpel hath for a long time been oppofed, there is not found any more
potent than yours 5 and the rather, becanfe your fubtilty is utterly nn-
kuown to the generality of Cl;ri{?iam in this Age and Nation, where your

Religson bath, as it were, lain dormant for many years.

b anoft dangerous Stratagem wherewith you nfually affail your Op-
pofits, s, your denyal.of the Scripture, &c. the high doom of Fudgment
in.Matlers of Faith ; and aferibe that dignity to your felves, under pre-

, tence of your being the Church ; wherein if you conquer any one, your

work ds, as it were, wholly accomplifhed.

Whereupon, T have here prefented tothe World fomewhat of your skill
inthis imporeant Queftion,. Whether we are to reflolve all Differen-
ces in Point of Religion, only out of the written Word of God 2
Yea, Thave fuithfully tranfcribed your laft Reply to my Anfwers, which
contains the fint of what you faid in all your other Papers.  Whereby
the Reader will difcern (if 1 think right) Wifdons ufed to the hurt of
them that have veceived it. 1 have forborn at this time to publifh all
that hath paffed between us about the Seven Querics ;. partly, for that
o thing is oft repeated in owr /Z've);al Papers ; and partly, and indeed
efpecially, for that it is tolittle prrpofe to controvert any particular fPomtf

0
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T—
of Religion, till we be agreed abous the Judg that muft detersmine o
Differences. Now, whereas you do afcribe_this Prerogative to yyy
Jelbves, under pretence of  your being the Church of Chrift, Thave they.
fore laid down feveral Reafons, by which it may appear that you are
the Church, and fonot that Judg wheresnto you pretendto be Jowillng
to adhere. o
1have likewife fhewed, that we, your Oppofits, bave the true claingy
the Title of Chrift's Church ; that fo, if you will appeal to Fer, o
muft then appeal to us . which yet we believe you will ot be perfivaded
to, nor indeed do we defire you [hould, whilft this is the Queftion, Whe.
ther we, or you, be the Church 2 No, we are content to fay i)

aug. Comra Auguftine, Ask not us in this Cale, we will not ask you, by
Maxl.3.ca4 Jet this Matter be tryed by the Scripture s Yea, faithbe, letthe

Mk, 7.

Prophets, Chrift, and his Apoftles be Judg.  Tea, we fay furthy
inbis words, Let Matter with Matter, Canfe with Canfe, Reafon i)
Reafon contend by authority of the Scriptures, not proper to any,
indifferent WitnefJes to botly parts. "

My final dnfuwer tothe firft of the Seven Queries, 1have here pub.
lifhed, with as little alteration or addition as poffibly T conld, to give th
Reader a true wnderflanding of the Matters in Difference. ~ Aud if
you publifly any thing herenpon, Ldefiveno faiver dealing from you, tha
Jyou have in this cafe from me. ,

Thave ferioufly confidered what fhould be the defign of yonr Queries;
and bitherto it appears to be chiefly, to exalt the Authority of Mens Tra-
ditions, above the lively Oracles of God, the Scriptures.” For thogh
it fhould be granted (which yow can never prove) that there bath con.
tined a Trne Church at Rome ever fince it was there planted; yet
would it not follow, that all which your (Church holdeth ander the tile of
Eccleaftical Tradition, simft needs be obeyed by us; far it is cortan
that the Yews did recain the flate of aTrue Church, when yet their Tra-
ditions (however by them accounted) were but the Traditions of M,
which both the Prophets and (Chrift bimfelf, termed vain Worlhip;
efpecially fuch of them as made void the Commands of God, aswe ar
Jure many of yours do: and therefore, as Chrift faidto them, Why do
you tranfgrefs the Commands of God by your Tradition? Th
Jame we are humbly bold to fay to you, when you ask ws, why we traif-
grefS yowr Traditions? For furely, of none can it more fitly be faid thay
of yor, Thatlaying afide the Commandments of God, you hold
the Tradidons of Men,

Too. GRANTHAM






