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The Conclufion.

CoNTAINING
A Defence of the Chriftian DoQrine, touching
the Refurreétion of the Dead; and of the
Eternal Judgment, :

Alfo Solemn Invectives againft Atheifin, Idolatry, and Super=
, Mition, the Mortal Enemies of Cliriftian Religion.

With earneft Motives to all Chriftians to éndeavour the Propa-
gation of Priftine Chriftianity in all the Nations of the World:

CHAP. L |
Of the Refurrcction of the Body, &c. The Objeé"t?billf:;"{thﬁqe)'ed.

s ;Lthough we have already afferted the Great Article of the
AL { Refurretion of the Dead, Book 1. Seition 8, 0. Book 2,
P4 Chap. 3. Sect, 8, 10, Partia. Ghap, 5. diticl 20, And’
\ @f{ Book 4. Treat. 2, Ghap. 4., throughout : yer ic may not be
) fuperfluous to add fomething further as a clofe to_this
whole Work ; that the fenfe of that vear-approaching
Day being upon our Hearts, we may withthe greater comfort profecute
the Holy Duties of Religion, And to this purpofe we hall briefly (hew,

1. The Definition of the Refurvection of the Body, acccording 1o Chri-

/liniz Dottrine., . ) )
2. That the Refursettion of the Body is not impoffible with.God.. ...
3. That it is very plainly delivered in the Seriptures, the Word of God,
4. The Objections which fome make againft it [ballbe anfivered,

Tor the firlt s The Refurreclion of the Body is an At of Divine Power, Mar22,29;
guictning dead Budics, and refloring them to a flate of Levfection ; namely Philiz.zt.
fo as not to die again ; but does not neceflarily infer the happine(s of the
Dead o raifed, but with refpet to the cvent of that Trial which they
then thall undergo: and thercupon the Refurrection is diftinguifhed in
two parts ; Jobn 5. 28, 29, Mayrvel rxg at this: for the bour is comingy
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in the which all that are in the Graves [ball hear hisVoice, and fball come
Sorth ;. they that bave done Guod, to the Refurvection of Life 5 and they thae
bave done Fwily to the Refurreéion of Condemnation.  And hence it's moft
plain, thac the Matter tobe raifed being thofe thacare in the Graves, it
muft needs be #he fame Bodies which once lived upon the Earth,according
to that of Jobv9. 26,37, Though afecr my Skin, Worms deflroy this Body,
yetinmy Flefh ball 1 fee Godl : Whom 1 [ball fee for my felf, and mine eyes
[hall behold, and not another, shough my Reins be confumed within me.  And
indecd (as the Learned have oblerved) the word dvdsxas, tranflated
R:ﬁ:rie[ﬁon, fignifies #o ffand agasn, or the re-fubfiftance or fecond fate
of “that which was before.  All'which is fully cleared to us in the Refur-
rection of our Lord, who'rofe withthe fame Body which was laid in the
Sepulcher 5 and thercfore did avouch it was he bimfélf, even he that was
dead, as before we have fhewed.  Howbeir, though we thus affirm the
Refurretion of the fame Body, cven thofe which fleep in the Dultof the
Larth, yer we al(ofay with the Apottle, Tris clmn%cd in the Refurredt-
on, from its vile or low Condition, fromits mortal or corruptible State',
freed from, Weaknefs and Difhonoypr, raifed in Power and Honour; God
Almighty therein giving cvidence of his Power and Glory, in raifing both
the Juft and Unjuft to @ fate of duration, though under very different
'Circuinftances,

2. That this is polfible with God, orthat it is not impoffible for God to
raife the Dead, as wehave defined, is the clear fenfe of the Apoftle, Aits
26.8. Why fhouldit be thought a'thing incredible with you, that God fhoutd
raife the Dead ¢ I\And itis as clear as the Light, " that Pan/ here fpeaks of
raifing the Deédd in the fenfe we have defined: for this is thae which
was mocked at, or derided by the Sadducees and fome Heathen People,
Acts17. 32, There is nothing but Ignorance or drheifin thac can caufe
Men to look upon the Refurretion among things impoffible; for (as
before is fhewed ) he that believes what he reads of the Creation, and the
many wonderful Works which'God hath done fince, before the eyes of
the Children of Men ; can never queftion the Powerof the Almighty to
taife ghe Dead,  Gieere (as quoted by Auguffin) will not allow the Re:
furretion to be poffible, becaufe, Nature (f2ith he ) allows no place for
an earthly Bodybut Earshy and cannot poffibly be contaiwid in Heaven 5 every
Element having its peculiar poize, and ténds to its proper place. To which
Anguptin anCwers very well, That there ave many earthly Bodies which live
inthe Aivy and that weonr felves do live between the Barth and the dir y not
inthe Earth, as Fifbes do i the Sea. And then demands, Why earthly Grea-
tures do mot live £ the 1Vatery which is the next Element to the Earth, but
in the dir, which is the third 2 And feeing earshly Bodies belong to the
Earthy why doth wot the diry the nexe Llementy prefently chosk them?
And undoubtedly, take away the Power of the Creator, and Nature
would fail to effect thofe things ; for as it was his Power which ar firt
brought forth all Created Things, fo by his Power they continue.  And
though it be true, that Nature produceth- great things, yer this Na-
tare hath always fuch a dependence on the Creator, that it doth nothing
without himd; asis evident to him that reads the Lord's Anfiver to b,

concerning
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concerning his Continual, as well as Original Power cxerted or put forth
in the great Works of Creation ; otherwife Nature might array, or deck
it [elfy with Majefly, Excellenty, and Beanty, asbeing able of it felf to
a&.” Butfor as much as this Pointis not determined by Reafon, (though

Reafon rightly taken will not queftion the Power of God) we-mit flick.

to the Atribute of God’s Omnipotency for the poffibility, and to his
Word for the certainty of the Refurreétion of the Body, to which we
roceed, N
b 3. ltis obferved by fome Chriftian Writers, that the Refurrection of
the Dead is proved in the Scriptures four ways: x. By plain Teflimonses.
2. By plain Examples. 3. By Types. 4. By Reafons. ~ The Teffimonies
are fuch asthefe 5 Many of them that fleep in the Duft of the Earth fball
awakey fome to everlafling Life, and fome to (hame and everlafiing Coutempe,
Dan, xam.  Though aftcr my SkinWorma deflroy this Body, yet inmy Flefb
fhall I fee God, Job19. 25,26, ‘
* Dwill ranfom thems from the Power of the Grave § 1will redsem them
from Death. O Death, Dwill be thy Plagnes ; O Grave, 1will be thy De-
frruition ; Repentance Jhall be bid " from mine cyes, Hofta 13,14, with
1 Gor, 35. throughout, , .

The Sadducees denied the Refurrection of the Seven Brethren, andthe
Woman which was dead ; whereupon our Saviour faith of them, Yo 'ds
erry not knowing the Seriptuves, nor the Power of Godas tonching the
Refurredtion of the DL 4 D : Have ye not vead—I am the God of Abra-
ham, and the God of Maac, and the God of Jacob ¢ Godis ot the God of
the Dead, butof the Living; Mat. 22, 29, ¢,

——We look for the Savionr, the Lord Fefus Chrifty swho fball change onr
wile Body, that it may be fafbioned like unto bér gloviows Body, according 1
bis working, whereby he is able to fubdue all things unto himfelf, Philz.2 1,
Where we have fpecially to obferve, both from our Saviour’s words,
and of this Apoftle, that the Refurrection is referr’d to God, as the Ak
of his Power; cven that Power by which he is able ro fubdue all things
to himfelf ; which is not the ordinary courfe of his Power, but his great’
or mighty Power ; an inftance of which he gave, in raifing np Chriff from
the Dead, Ephef,t.19. So that we conclude wich that Teltintony, 1 Theff.
4 15,16, 17, 18. For this we fay unto you by the Word of the Loyd, That
we which ave alive, and remain unio the coming of the Lord, (ballnot pre-
weat them which are aflecp: For the Lard himfolf fball defeend from Hea-
wen with 4 fbonty with the Voice of the Arch- Angely and with the Tromp of
God; and the dead in Chrift ball vife firft,  Then we sbich are alive, and
vemain, [ball be canght np together with them inthe Clobds, 10 meet the Lord
‘nthe dirs and [o [ball we cver bewith the Lovd.  Wherefore comfort one
another with thefe wordr.  Doubtlefs there is nothing delivered in the Ho-
ly Seriptures with more plainnefs than this great Truth concerding the
Refurre@ion 3 infomuch that it may truly be faid, they are willingly ig-
horant who fee itnot,  We come next to the Examples.

T'he preaceft Example in- this cafe is Chrift our Lord: 'For that there
fhall be a Refarrection both of the Juftand Unjult, God hath givenfull

affurance, n that be hath raifed wp Chrift from the Dead,  Certainly fuch 45 17.31

as
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as will notbelieve, having fuch a prefident before their eyts, are not to
be canvinced by Inftances of a lower kind 5 fuch are the reviving of the
dead Man ac the touching of the Bones of Elijabh, 1 Kings 13. 21, The
reducing the Soud of a Child to the dead Body at the Prayerof Elijah,
1 Kings 17.22. And the like was done at the Prayer of Elifba, 2 Kings 4.
33,34, Thus had the Jewilh Nation Examples of God’s Power this
way. Yea, Auflin gives fome inftance of the Records of fome A& of
God's Power in this kind which happened among the Heathen 5 and it is
certain,that many of them did believe the Refurrection to be poffible ; the
belief of a ftate of. future happinefs was found iu many of them. Though
it is very true, that this Life and Immorality whercof we fpeak, is
clearly fec forth by the Gofpel ; where (befide what is already faid ) we
find an evidence of great weight, Matth, 27. 53. And the Graves were
opened, and many Bodises of Saints which flept, arofey and came out of the
Graves after Ghriff's Refurrection. Chuift himfelf raifed Lazarus, and
fome others, Jobmx1, 11, Mar. 9. 35, Luke7.144  Some were raifed
from Death to Life by the dpofles, AGs 9. 14, & 20,10, Wemuft
therefore cither believe the Refurrection of the dead Bodics of Men to
be both poffible, and which certainly fhall come to pafs, or clfe deny cre-
dit to thefe plain Teftimonies, the lcaltwhercof prove the thing poffible
but confidesed together, do prove it certain and neceflary, infomuch as
the Apoltle faith, If the Dead vife nov, then Chrift is nos rvifen ; —But
wow Chrifl is rifeny and becowe the firft Fruits of them that flept : for fince
by Man came death, (even the death of the Body ) by Man came alfy' the
Refurreition of the Dead, (even of the dead Bodies of all the Soris and
Daughters of Adam) : for as'in Adam all diey even fo in Chrift fhall all be
wade alive, 1 Cor.15.20, ¢e. ‘
The Types ferving to fet forth the Refurredion are chicfly thefe; of
Enoch and Elijah, who - were taken up, or tranflated, that they fhould
“not feedeath.
things were done to them for their fakes alone,, but rather that we might

“feein thefe fome Inftances of the Power of God, and of his Love towards | -

thofe that fear him. . Some dotake the budding of - daren’s Rod, and the
veturn of the Fews from Gaprivity, (fignified by a Valley of Dry Bones)
and of their {tanding up'as an Army, to be a Typeof the Refurredion.
And doubtlefs the fame God that conld canfe a dead Staff to bud and blof.
fomn, yea,to bear Almonds, can as eafily raife the Dead » So that we con-
clude, He that belicves the Scriptures, cannot queftion the truth of the
Refurrection of the Body. :
The Reafons*which prove the Refurrection of the Dead, are,

Tirft, That of our Saviour, Matth. 22, Tor God's Covenant was not
diffolved which hemade with dbrabam, becaufe hewas dead.  But had
not God provided for . Abraham that he (hould live with him, it would
not anfiver the intent of the Covenang, whichis Life for ever-more, this
being the fum of the Bleffing promifed, Pfal, 133. 3. '

The fecond Keafon is taken from that which the Scripture {o plenti-
fully declares of God, how thathe is juft'; and therefore.cannot let un-
“godly Men go unpunilhed, no more than to fuffer the Righteous to p‘cri[l)

without

Tor there is no reafon why we fhould think that thefe -

© Rofe, and Revived, that be might be Lord ' and fo the Head)
Deady and Living. Henee it is, that by yvirtue of bis Deathdnd Reéfur- -
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without the reward of his Rightcoufnefs.  Should there be no Refur-
rection, much Wickednefs would lie hid for qver 5 God fhould fior do {6
equally himfclf, as he requires Man to do in the Adts of Righteonfnefs:
“But far be it fromus to think that the Judg of all the Earth fhould
not do right.  Now we know that the Wicked live long in this World;
are full of Days, full of Children, full of Honour and Riches; and
on the contrary, good Men are fometimes foon cut off, and ase often either
not endowed with, or deprived of the Comforts which this World affords,
at leaft (o as not tocompare with many Worldly Men, in tefpe@ of Ad-
vantages of this kind; Pfal.73.2.4 15, And doubtlefs, the confide-
ration of this, caufed the holy Apoftle to exprefs thefe moft true words

of himfelf, and other faithful Chritians : If in this Life only we have hopé -

in Chrift, we areof all Men moft miiferable.

The third Reafon is taken from our Saviour's being the Head, not only
of his Church in a peculiar Senfe, buc of Mankind Univerfally ; and
therefore as we all derive Death from the Fixlt Adam, for that by’ his fin
Death entred intothe World,  Even o, For this caufe Ghrift g oth Died

oth of the

reGeion, He will draw all Men unto bimfelf.  And thus, ds by Man game
Death, even foby Man came alfo the Refrveition of the Dedd, It is bet-
ter toargue from Chrift's Univerfal Headfhip over Mankind, “to the Re-
furre@ion, ‘than from his Peculiar Headfip to the Church, as Mem-
bers of hisBody ; the Refurrection of the Wicked beirg as neceffagy, an
effect of the Death and Rifing of our Lord; as the Refirrrection of the
Righteous. - And as he is that Lord which brought all Men, ( even thes
that deny him, 2 Pet. 2, 1.) fo Reafon wills, that every Man indiffe-
rently appear before his Lord to give dn account of f!imfclf)' and to re-
ceive a reward according to his Work,  But when all is faid that can be
‘faid, this great Pointe the Chriftian Faith .Qandech mifch more firmly
upon the Authority of God's Word afferting i, than upon the firength

" qf Reafon todemonfirate it. Happy thercfore are they, that swith the

“ Mowth fo confeff the Lord Fefus, a5 in their' Heart they edfafly believe

that God bath vaifed him from the Dead. This will cerainly teach them
20 live to him "thatdied Jor thew, and vofe again, This will caufe them
alfo towalkn thefleps of the Faith of Abraham, even to-belicve that God
it able toraife the Dead : And this fhall make chem willing to obey ¢his
God, cven wito Death, becaule Chrift their Lord bath fivallowed np Deasly
in Victory, : : o
in gmauyy, As touching the Brernal Judgment, we have already fpoken
tothat, Book 2. Ghap. 3. Sedt. 10. & Chap.7, Seit.6. Rurs 3. pagi 73
And indecd, the Refurrection being proved; does néceflarily infer the
Fternal Judgment: Tor in this World many have unidésgone o Teiipo-
fary Judgment; even fot thatSin which poffibly ma b‘eg,h‘lcir Condemna-
tion ; 2s Witcherdft, Murther, &, unrepented of.  Hotw plainly does
the Word of God give notlce of this Great Day of the Lotd, fying;
Behold, the Lard.comerh with ten thofand of bis Saints, and that 0 exe-
cute Fudgment vpon all. All mot come wider Trials  And to comvince all
Tif THAT
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THAT ARE UNGODLY among ﬂ/{»), qf ALL theiy rmgodl/. deeds.
which they have m{godli/;.w_mmitted AGAINST HIM, Andis not,:
this cnough® Shall we need to affign _ the place of J udgment, the Ac-

cufer ¢ e No, the Time will fofficiencly declare all thefe things. God '

in mercy grant, that all Men whilft they have time, would prepare for
the coming of their Judg, whom they muft know will execute Judgment
rightcoudly. I fhall rather refer the curious.to the Author of The Milen;.
wms great Fudgment, ox to ‘Mr. Basiter's Difcobirfesor Sermon o Fudgment,
Butabove all, tothe account given, Kev, zo, throughont, and 22,12, #
the end; where he that will may learp fufficiently how dreadful to the
Wicked, how comfortable to the Righteous, that great and terrible Day
of the Lord fhall bes  We come now to the Objcé%ions.

CHAP I ,
Curtain’ Objections of the Quakers, againft the Refirrrection of the

Bodies which die, and turnto Duft in the Graves of the Earth, &c.
tranferibed “verbatim ont of the Writings of George Whitehead,

and” anfivered.

Eorge Whitehead taking notice of feveral things which ( he fays)
make Men Aeheiffs, makes this in particular to beone, iz, The
affivming that thefe felf-(sme Terreflrial Bodies of Flefb, Blood, and Bones,
hall be made Spiritual, Iwmortaly and Tncorruptible, and yet the fame
Matser and Subffance as wow.  He fhould rather have faid, Mens not be-
licving this Doctrine, ( though not fowell expreffed by him as it might
be) is that which makesthem drdedfls ; and to be plain with him, Ifear
Guakerifn is not far fiom Atheify, whiltt they -count this an incredible

thing, that God fhould efwts raife the Dead.  But feeing he feems tohold

the Immortality - of the Soul, it would be pnderftood what it is that he
fometimes wouvld have tobe the Reflirre®ion of the Dead. The Spirit,
or Soul dieth not, therefore itrifech not from the Grave, Mat, 27,5255 3¢
That felf-fame Subflance and Matser, which was laid in the Grave,
G. W, will not have faid torife and be made Spiritual, Immortal, and
Tncorruptible,  What is thew'become of thie Refurreétion of the Body ¢
But let us hear the Difficulties (as he calls them ) which ( faith he) I
object npon onr Oppofers Dolkrines and Conceptions, ‘

Obje&t. 1. How the felf-fume Bodies (honld arife.compleat after diffotved
to Dufly withotit & new Creation, appears not, nor is desmonflyated by them. .

Anfiv. Here the Quaker plainly confeffes, That ieappears not to him,
that the fame Bodies which are diffolved to Duft, can arife without 1 new
Creation s which new Creation ke is not willing to adinie, ( Objet. 2.)

But for Anfiwer, Ifay, To raifc up a Body diffolved into Duil, is not

properly a new Creation, but 2 Reftauration of the fame thing to its
prifliné, or better Eftate: And doth appear as credible, and as demon.

firable,
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ftrable, as that an Hand dricdup, or witheredy thould by a word of Chrift’s :

¢hered,» or dricd up,  Can Men caufe Afhes or Sand to become Glafs 2

and cannot God caufe that Duft which was Tlefh, to become Flefls agdin,

and give a Perfection and Glory to it? Oh the infidelity of thefe Qna-
kers ! Didnot Chrift raifc 2 Body who had been dead four Days, (and
in reafon was putrificd in that time ) as in the cafe of Lazarus? No-
thing but unbelicf canqueftion his Power to have raifed him, if he had
been dead four Years, in which he fhould have been diffolved to Duft,

2. How can the Quakers look upon that Text, Mat..29, 52,53, The
Gravts were gpenedy and mny Bodies of the Saints which Jlept arofes and
cane otk of the Graves— and appeared to mafly,  And .is there not all the
reafop in the world to believe, thac thefe Bodies had been diffolved to
Duaft? for we readof no Saints that died at that time of Chrift’s Cru-
cifixion. Sure, this is a Demonftration of God’s Powe '

er to raife che
Dead, beyond the reach of Exception. e

104

1 Mouth, be reftored to its 4ife and aétivity inthe Body; or thar Aaron’s dry Luke 6. 6:!

"V Staff (honld bud, bloffome, and bear Almonds.- 1b's every whit as eafie for
| Gbd to reftore a Body diffolved to Duft, as to reftorca Body that is wi-

Obje&t. 2. If a new Greation of compleat Budies of the fame D/!/I,tmd Whitchieads

Flements, fhould be conceived, or admitted, it is incredible that God Shonld
create any corrupt, finfuly or polluted Bodies thevéof, for perpetual Torments;

feeing his Works are pure ; and_ as incredible that be (honldgnake a puve Body

to be invefbod with the former evil babit of Sin and Gorvuprion, g‘,,« perpetual
Torment in Hell-fire. -~ Andl to be fure, the firfe Elements, or Duff of diffol-
wed Bodies, is as pure as ar the firfl. . O :
Anfiv. 1, To concefs a litde, The word Greation, a8 ufed in the
Scriptures, does not always fignifie the makidg of another Subftance, but

{. often intend only-a renewing of the fame thing, Ephef.2, 10, We are

bis Workmanfbip created in Chrift Jefus. 2 Cor.'s, x4, If any Man be'in
Chrifty he is a neso Crearuve, PR 51 Createin me a clean Heart, “Here
the Creature is ftill the fame Man, and the Heart. the fame Flefh, but

freed from thofe grofs Impuritics which fometimes had_domiriin” over

them, dnd endowed witl vertuous principles and qualifications of:Holi>
nefs and Righteoufnefs, Let the word Creation be taken after this man»

ner in our prefent Queftian, and it will not at all prejudice our Digéleine

of the Refurrection, Nor will it be any incredible thing that God fhionld-
thus create, ot reftore the fame Subftance, devoid of Mortalicy tid all
Imperfections which once opprefled it, and confer perfections upon it of
Immortality, and eternal Life and Glory, .

2. God never did create any corrupty. or finful Bodies, as fuchs nei-
ther do we rcad that the Bodics of the Wicked fhall be invefted by God,
Cor otherwife) with the former evif habit of Sin, but rather lie undér
perpetual Convittion. Luke 162728, Ipray thees Father Abrabai,
fend Lazarus, &c. For I have five Brethren, that hemayteftifié tinto thens,
Ueft they come into. this place of Torment., The Wicked ‘therefore fhatl be
raifed, and made capable to fuffer for the Sins they committed againit
‘God, inthe day of Grace; Fude Epifliver.15. & ¢ . .

3. Tt is very wicked to fay, that, the Bodics of Wicked Menilbolg

' turned

P

S



o

198

The Concluﬁon. . Book IV.

Whitchead,

Whitchead.

Col. 3.

turned to Duft are as pure from Sin, as thc Elements were at the firft,

"(which is the. fenfe. of this Quaker ). - And might not any Man as

groundlefly fay, That the Body of a wicked Whoremonger is as pure from
Sin'within one day aftet it is dead, as within a choufand Dayse Does
length of Time, or the diffolving a Body of Tlefhinto Duft, také away
its Sin ¢ This conceit is incredible, and not yet demonfteated by the
Quaker, . )

Obje. 3. If Infants be ﬁfpnfedto arife at the flature of Meny how ¢an
theirs be the felf-fame Bodies they were.

Anfiv. This is the fame Objection thac the Infidels made againft the
Refurrection of the Body, in the Days of Augnflin, as may be feen in
his Baok De Givit, Dei 3 and it feems the fame {pirit is now at work in
the Quiker.  But I anfiver, I.s not George Whitehead's Body which once
was an Infant, the fame Body ftill 2 It is not another Subftince, becanfe
it's bigger now than it was ;hen. And what if God caufe an Infant$ Bo-
dy to'aeeain Man’s Starare in a little time, Whiltt George Whitehead was
long in grawing wp to it, is the difference here fo great asto caft an abfur
dity npon onr Doctrine, that in the Refurveltion, the Bodyswhich died and
was buried in weaknef§ and difboniny; fhall be raifed in Power, and glorified ?
Nay; rather this idle Objection fhews the abfindity of the Quaker, for
according to his Reafonings, no Man hath, the feli-fame Body fcarce a
Year toan end 3, for from our coming into the World to our going out of

ity - we either grow, .or decay, -according tothat moft trise Verfe,

‘ Nafeentes morimmr finifque ab origine pendet,
. Being bgr we die, our endshang on our Birch. .

R : . )
Obje&t, 4. Hw'the Bodies of the Saints, and Childyen, of the Refyr.

vaition, fbould bo cither o Celeflisl, “Spiritualy Glovions, or Angelical Body,
and. they, equak to the Angels in Heaven 5 and yer the felf-fame Larthly Eé—
mensary Body, shat diffolvedto Duft, &co Such a flrange Tranfubffantiation

" appeart ety wnleff that the Nasoral Body and the Spivitual, the Terveflrial

and:the Celeflial, the Flumane: and dngelical, be both one’ and the felf-
fame, . . : ‘

- flofv. 1. Wereadily grant, that the fameé Bodies of the Saints which

- thalksome out of the Graves,even the fame which was dead and buried,(hatl

b Spirirual; thall be as the Angels of God in Heaven, in refpect of
Immertality, not marrying, or being given inMarriage: and yet we fay
alfo, 'thefe Bodies fhall be the fame which was firft Natural, and remains
the fame Fle(h ill, though Spiritual; for fo was Chrif’s Body, and ours
fhall be like his. ‘e fhalt change pur vile Body, that it ( even the fame
Body ).imisy be fafbloned like unts'his Glogions Body, according to the working,
whereby-be is able 10 fubdue all things ts himfelf': So that this Objection
fights again(t che evident Light of this Scripture, '
; et is falfé to fiy, "The' Saints Bodies -in ‘the Refurre@ion fhall be

Angelical, (ina frié® fenfe ) for thiac were wholly to deftroy the Nature
of Man;; fotliat G, W. may keephis Tranfublfantiation to himfelf. For
whyifhould it feem a thing incredible thac we fhould be like the Angels,
and
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and yet retain true Humane Nature ¢ It is.faid of Strplml;, That all thar
Jat in the Council looked fledfuftly on bims, faw his Face ae it had been the Face
of am dngel ; and yeu iv’s cerain he was a Man, and fhort of chat per-
fection which he fhall enloy in the Refurredtion.  It's certain Chrift was
true Flefhand Bonc after his Refurrection ; yet who dare deny bim to be
a Spiritual or Heavenly Body, thougli he retain his Manhood ¢ Chrifti-
ans are called Spiritual,even before they rife again, 1 Gor,2.15, Gal.6.1.
even becaufe their Heasts are endowed with Spiritual or Holy Qualifica-
tions. And how then can it be fuch a ftrange thing to call the fime Men
(or Chriftians) Spiritual, when raifed fromthe dcad 2 And let i¢ Beob-
ferved, thatthough Chrift's Body, and the Bodies of his Saints, are very
Spiritual, as ruifed from the dead; yet are they not called Spirits, Chrift
himfelf affirmiog, thac 2 Spirit hath not Flefh and Boue as ye fee I have ;
and we fhall have the fame, for we (hall be like him,
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Object. 5. That the Soul (hould not enjoy her [elf in abfoliste felicity, or whitehead.

mifery, in perfect glery or contempty (in her proper Veffel or Cloathing fpi-
vitwally) without the carthly cloathing, which is Duff, appears noty while the
Children of the Refurrection are equal unto the dngels of God in Heqven,
who are a&falntr/] bappy s and the Devil and his Angels abjb//tte/}l mife-
rable,

Anfiv, What perfeé felicity foever the Soul attains before, it's certain
it (hall have more in the Refurcection, Heb, tx. Thefe all died in Faith,
not having veceived the Promifes-—Thefe having obtain'd a good report
shrough Laith, received not the Promife.  Alsa. David is not yet afs
cended, &c. Hence it's evident, there remains a greater felicity for
Abrabam, and the Faithful with him, than yec they cnjoy ; God havin,
prbvia’ed fome better for ws, that they gvit/{arit ws fhould not be made perfect,
Ncither are the dzge/s fo compleat in felicity,but they may have more;they
have frefhcaufe of joy as often as any Sinder is converted 5 and then fure
it will be augmented when they [ce themall in glory wieh themfelves, The
Devils arc not foin torment as they fhall be s they tremble to think ofthe
Torments to come, Art thow come ((ay they) 2o torment us before the time ?
They are referved in Ghains under dayknefs, unto the Judgwment of the great
Day, even the Day of Perdition of ungodly Men,

2. Away then with your dark Speeches, and tell us what is more truly
the Soul’s proper Veflel than the Body 2 And how will you prove che
Souls tobe the Sons of ehe Refurrection, without the Bodies belonging to
them > When did thefe Souls rife from the dead in a proper fenfer I

" their Refurreé@tion paft already 2 It not, (hall-not thefe Souls be more

compleat ac the Refurretion than they are now 2 Anfwer plainly, Yea,
or Nay.

Objec. 6. IFe cannot belicve that the Invifible, Infinite God [hould be feeis whicchead.

with bodilyor fleflly Eyes after diffolution, ~ Nor that Jobintended he ﬁqfﬂld
{fee Godwitly his Fleflor bodily Eyes ; it being inconfiffent,both with his beiy
an Invifible, Eternaly or Infinite Spivit, and with the true [pivitual fight of
bimy, whith Jobreceived, Job 42. 5. )

Anfv. 1. Good is the Lord who forceth thee to bear witnefs of thy
own Infidelicy,  Buit yet (ee if pcmdn‘rcn'turc this thought of thy heart

Ggg may
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may be forgiven thee,  Canft thou not believe that Chritt now beholds
his Heavenly Father with thofe very Eyes, which once wept for poor Sin-

ners¢ Nay, dare you deny that he could fee him even with thofe Eyes

when he was on Extths Certain it is, thac the fame Body which de-
fcended into the Sepulcher, afcended to the righthand of the Majefty on
High, even into Heaven it felf there to appear in the prefence of God for
. Did not God enable S#ephen tofee Heaven open, and Jefiss fandin
on the right hand of God before he fellafleep ¢ And is it incredible he
fhould fec him when saifed from ehat fleep, even with the fame eyes
made pesfed and glorious ¢ Sure thefe things were written to inform us,
that it is no impoffible thing for God to enable us to fee him in oux Flefh,
though Worms deftroy thefe Bodies, and our Reins be confumed within
us. The fight which Fob had of God, Fob 42.5. was not that menti-
oned, Fob 19, for Fob was yet alive, his Reins were not yet confumed,
Worms had not yet deftroyed his Body 5 Ffter all which he believed to fee
God in his Flefh, and to behold with thofe Eyes (though immortalized)
whom he fhould fee for himfelf, and not another,

2, Though God be invifible, (as to us in our mortal Stare, unlefs by
Miracle he enablens) yet he is not alr;)[gether invifible, for the Angels do
abways behold bis Face, as Chrift witnefleth. And remember now how
thou haft urged, that the Saints when the Sons of the Refurrection fhall
be as the'Angelss Wherefore they alfo fhall fee God.

Object. 7. That the Seed to which God giveth a Body as it pleafeth bim,
1 Cor. 15, and the Body given toit, fhonld beone and the felf-fame earthly
Body, s a nonfenfical Doltrine, and an apparent incongruity,

Anfiv. But is this nonfenfe 2 Tell me then what Seed was fown in the
Sepulcher when the Body of our Lordlay thete 2 Was it not real Fleth¢
And what Body was given to thatSeed 2 Sure the fame Body which was
fown in weaknefs, (as Chrift was, 2 Cor. 13.4.) was raifed by the
Power of Gad ; and therefore thou muft either fay, that the fame Body
of Chrift which died and was buried, never rofe again, or elfe keep thy
nonfenfctothy felf, and confefs it to be good fenfe to fay, of the fame
{ubftange it is fown in Weaknefs, it is raifed in Power : the difference ly-
ing notin Body, or Subftance, fimply confidered, but in che ftate ox con-
dition of Mortal and Immortal, . Even as Barly fown cometh not up
Wheat, nor Wheat Barly, but Wheat is Wheat ftill, 8¢, Even fo Flefh
is fown, and Flefhis raifed ; the Body is not fown Flefh and raifed Spi-
rir, but it's fown natural, weak, difhonourable and mostal ; and raifed
Spiritua!, Strong, Honourable, and Inimortal. By its ows Body then
we underltand sts own Kind, even the bumane Natare exalted in the Re-
furreétion 5 or elfe let the raifing up the Body of our Lord Chrift himfelf
ferve to expound the Apoftle in this place, and then the difficulty va-
nitheth. :

Object, 8. That the Terreftrial Bodses foonld be [o defivable so the Souls of
the Righteous afier diffolution, (for the compleating their Felicity, and per-
feiting their Glory) appears plasnly inconfiftent with their defiving here to be
diffolved  and 1o be abfent from the Body, to enjoy and poffef§ a Building of
God, an Houfe Eternal in the Heavens, o

r
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Or that the Souls of the Righteons fboutd be [s variabley asbo defire 1o be
abfent from the Body, and prefently after diffolution; 1o defive the refuming
of the fame earthly Body, or a veunion to it This implicitly accufeth the
Souls of deceafed Saints, with being in their Affections, both carthly, varia-
ble, and unquict, asin a kind of Purgatory, whichwe can never affent o,

Anfw. 1. This Objection s plainly foolifh; Asif it were a fault in the
Souls of the Righteous to defire what they know is the Will of God.
They know Gof hath decreed both the Death and Refurrection of the
Body y the firft brings them to a reft from their Labours ; the fecond
gives them a full enjoyment of the Fruit of tl}eir Labours. = The Righ-
teous Soul is not fo unkind as to defire to enjoy all the happinefs, and
that the Body fhould perifh for ever, which in its place did and faffercd
for Chriftas well as the Soul. Itis therefore very rational that the Soul
fhould defire to be diffolved and reunited, ¢, However it {eems the Souls
of the Quakers defirc no fuch thing,as any reunion with their Bodies,and
yet they would have the World believe they own the Refurre@ion of: the
Body s but that they do fo, Ido not, nor 1 hope never fhall believe them
till they change their minds. .

2. Well, what think youof Chrif'sSouls Tt left the Body, andde-
Jighted to do the Will of God, in be‘m},7 {eparated from it by death, Heb,
10. His Soul may rationally be fuppofed to be as‘happy after death as
any Saints what{oever, _And yetwe.ace fure . ( and let who dare deny it )
that it was united to the Body again : And it isalfocertain, that his Soul
defired to be glorified with his Body, witnefs the Prayers which proceeded
from his Holy Lips on that account ; and it knew as well that Chrift
ought to fuffer death, and foenter into Glory, andtherefore his Soul de-
fired thacalfo ; yet was not variable, earthly, unguiet, not ina Purgasory,
or inconfiffens : Noy let thefe pertain to the Quakers, whofe abufes they
are, by which they would obfcure the Glorious Truth of the Refurrection
of the Body, bothof Chrift and allhis faithful Followers,

Finally 5 Letall that feas the Lord, bewarc of the dangerous confe-
quence of thefe Objections ; and let me hereby provoke thoft that are
particularly concern'd, to examin that Book whence I have taken thefe

Objections, and to give a full Anfwet to it 5 foritis fo frathed, asitre- ¥ -

wires a diligent hand to lay open the fubtiltics and cunning craftinefs
3\eleof ; by which the Pen-men thereof do certainly lie in wait to turn
Men away from Chriftianity, in the plain horieft fimplicity thereof, in
many of the moft important particularsof it,

CHAP.
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CHAP. IL

Conaining Serions TInveltives againft Atheifm, Idolatry, and Superfti-
tion; with fome carneft Motives to all Chriftians, efpecially the
purcft Churches, to endeavour miore induftrionfly the propagation of
(Chriftian Religion in the World, 4

Aving, by the help of God, finithed thofe feveral Syfems of Dogtrine;
E— together with chefe fhort Polemical Difcourfes, 1n which we have
endeavoured, withall poffible fincerity, to give Teltimony to the Chrs-

an Religion, accordingto its uative Purity and Integrity, whercintiot ma- -

ny things are intermicted, though fome (perhaps ) too briefly touched ;
which if God permit, and this prelent Work find acceptance, may be
farcher amplified.

1 tall now, for a Gonclufion to this Work, add a few Conliderations,
as well for the propagation of this Holy Profeffion, as to diffuade Men
from the too much prev-iling Exrors of Atheifin, Idolatry, and Superflisi-
on, the mortal Encmies of Man's Salvation, and Inlet to ali Prophanencfs:

SectT L

Againft ATHEIS M,

1. Atheifrn is cither aflat denial that there is any Godywho tules the Uni-
werfe by his Power and Providences orelfe, an utter regardicfneff whether
there be any God, what be dothor yequires to be done.

This damning Sin, in the fisft Branch of it, I hope is not very com.
mon ; and where it is, it obtain’d its entrance by Mens defiting to be
overwife, and arc withal of bold and daring Spirits, fuchas Paw/ menti-
ons, 1 Gor, 1,21, The World through Wifdoms knew not God : or, as Pha-
raoh, who (3id, I kuow not the Lords and swho is the Lord that 1 (bould obey
bis Voice ¢ Exod, 5.2, Oras Statins, who held, That only Fear made

Latt,de ful, Gods firfl inthe World, Ot rather as Diagoras and Theodorsss, who are faid
flatly rodeny there was any God av all 5 Protagoras Dewm in dwbin voca-
vit, Diagor.es exclufie, Thele Men (how wife foever ) are juttly cenfured
by the Apolile, Rom. 1, 22, Profeffing themfelves Wife, they make them-
Jelves Foals @ and fo they ftand upon Record, Pfal. v4. x. The Fool hash
¥ e Mro faid in his Heayt, There is wo God.  Of this fort were our late Ranters,
Pennington (the Porc-runners of the * @uskers) as may be feen by their execrable
in bis Bok pooks yoe extant,
syrittenta all
the Madmen in Great Bedlam, (meaning the Ranters in Great Britain ) wbere be prophefies of their
Revolution, and bow they fhowld be very fumas in it's and it was not long before the Quakers fhoved
themfelves : and what the watirab confeguence of their Doltvine ir, bath been fisfficiently made manifi}
by many WitnefJes,

The

Relive. 2.

* hews they arc under a Power,
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The Atheift fights not againft the Scriprures only, but againft Heaven
it felf ; which hath wont to convince Men that there is a God which ru-
letl the very Stars themfelves. Homines coperant Denn agnofcere, 8cc. _
Men firft began vo acknowledg o Gody when they confidered the Stars to wain- tarch.
tain fiuch a comlinefs Day and Nighty both in’ Winter and_ Summer, 0 ob-
ferw their deﬁgn'cd Rifings and Sertings.  Why then fhould any fo fat un-
“man themfelves, as not to lift up their Eyes, and difpofe their Minds to
confider the Eternal Power and Godhead, which fhineth forth in ic
Creation and continuation of the World. H¥~{b4f wonld fee ( faith
Boctins ) rhe Laws of God, let bims with a prident mind look up o Eieaven, Boctius:
and obferve there how all things agree. The Stars run their Conrfes in peace,
the Mova's cold Sphere is not injured by the heat of the S””’. bib eath ome
keep their Conrfe with cxddt motion, 8cy The confideration whereof,
feems to have kept drifforle himfelf from Atheifin: What (faith he) can gapon,
ever be compared with the motion of the Stars in their feveral Revolntions,

swhich move cxaitly as it were by the Rule and Square, by Line and Level,

evation to another.
rﬂ’—y;;‘c"’ A?;Sﬂ' being required to (hew how the World came to be, and to
béar o excelient a Form and Order 2 Is faid (by a 1Cﬂtned‘. Pen) to
ive only this account: That the Wor{d wats 'pradmezi‘of certain «Atots,
Eamin in an Eternal Circle.  Bug this is o vain; that it cannot be heard
withoét juft indignation ; and it may well be demanded, Why Aroms

do not fill produce the fame effects Why are there not new Heavens,
"new Earths, new Suus, new Moons &

¢ I\}Ilo Relafgn can ble given f\:vh};‘
fame things produced, if they had no other caufe o
tlﬁzir;: glr‘(; Egii;hiha;n Atoms% APnd-it: would be underftood whence thefe
t/Ito‘m: had their beeing ¢ But furely, as the Seripture informs s, that
the Heavens are God's Hnnja?xvork, Pfal. x9. 1. So Lactantiss faid well Lactants
intt the Heathen Man, As that which i made, had never been, had e
‘gzl;mm anded, Let it be: So neither had they continnedy unleff he had gi-
wen the Gharge, &c. Now he ehat denies a Deity, is confued b every
Creature in the World,  All which in their kind proclaim a Creator,
fecing their ftate is fuchas l<=.v‘1denely_fhews tt:lhey chot\;ld né)t] lvgtthen‘;vf‘tﬂx_feﬁ
; o continue, though they defire it. ic
a Being; nox are they e to which’nll mu[% ﬁllbn})lll‘t;v b I
ifmi fecond Confideration, is juftly chargeable upon the
1 2/'- ﬁ;/:elfo”; ;‘?‘;Pcc that make #o Confeience of Religion. Seeing thereis
rrer 1(% 'c,xt evidence that Mankind does either know, or love God, any
e ‘}? l che Beafts of the Field, but ashe is diftinguithed from them
m‘”ﬁ,tﬁ" d of Religion: And hence it was that Adam only, of all Creax
by.t chf; an Inftiencion of Religion given him in his Innocency, which
;:ules,t i,fcrv'm ' was like the Beaft that pcrif/{etb, Pfal, 49. 10, .
1 %ﬁogc Men thercfore arc without Godin the World, who are withoue
Religion, or make no Confcience of the Worfhip of Qod ( though they
cie ﬂ,ﬂ deny his Being) the impious language of whofe ungodly Con-
do l(\'O;O n‘ isycxpm(fcd,']ab.zx.lq-,l 5. They [ay unto Garl,:Dtprrt [froms us, fir
‘.:: 38 fire s the knowledg of thy Ways,” What is the Almighty, thast wé

; ] ko him ¢ Yea
fould ferve bimy andwhat profit ﬂlmll—dI 111;elfmw if we pray nito bin ,the;f
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they plainly (ay, 17 is in vain to ferve Gody Mal. 3. 14.

Thefe kind of Atheiftsare not only oppoled to the principles of Theo-
logie, but have therewith catt off the very Documents of Nature, which
leads Mankind to acknowledg their Maker, and to delight to pleafe him
in all things: The Gentiles baving not the Luw, do by Nature the things
contasw'd in the Law ; Whilft thofe fordid Creatures defile themfelves
in what they know, (or mightundcrﬁand natwrallyy as Fide [peaks.

They arrive at this Impiety, to neglect Religion, by the love ‘of pre-
{ent things: Xz canmos ferve God and Mammon, faith Chrift.  And by de-
gices conclude, that God takes no notice of Religious Peeformances
yea, their Cogitations often-times are very firange concerning God, as
that the Lord hath forfuken the Earth y that be will not do good, neither punifb
them with evil, Ezck, 8.12, & 9.9, When'yetit is moft certain, tha
nothing ever {0 much provoked the Loxd to Wrath, as the negle of Re-
ligion ; this brou he the Curfe on Adam, Gen. 3. ‘and this brought De-
ftruction on the old Worldy Gen. 6. and 7. This often hindred the
Mercies of God from defcending vipon his Ancient People, and particu-
larly in thetime of the Prophet Haggai, Chap,x.ver.g. Yelooked for much,
and loe it came 10 little—m~ Why, [aith the Lord of Hofls? Becanfe of mine
Houfe that is wafte, and ye run eveyy Man ‘to his own” Houfe.  And hence
Lactantins troly faidy Difeite igitury fi quid vobss relitte mentis eff, &e.
Lears thus much then ( if you have any onderfanding left ) that Mifchief
daily befals Meny, becanfe God the Greator ad Governonr of the World, is for
[aken of themw—s and finally besanfe you will nor permit the Worfbip of the
Tyne Gody fo much as to & fow,

2. Another great caufe of Irreligion , or want of Confcience, is
the ill example of many who are fet over the People, in this wad other.
Nations, astheir Guides and Teachers, who live not in any meafure as
they teach, norare they fixed in the Wor/bip, or Religion they profefs ;
but have been found ready to change with the Times, as if Religion
was only to ferve a turn.. This the Vulgar obferving, are fumbled, and
made to regard no Religion at all.  And here we may juftly remember
the complaint of the Prophet, Ifa.3. 12, O my People, they that lead thee,
canfe thee to err 5 and deflroy the svay of thy Paths.  Worldly-minded
Preachers are the ruine of true Religion, dnd the promoters of this kind:
of Atheifin; forwhilft they make their Belly their own God, in vain do
they preach another God to the People, Againft thefe, holy Pasl en-
veigheth moft bitterly, and underhis juft Cenfure I leave them, Phil, 3,
18, 19. For manywalky of whom I have told you ofsen, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are Enemies of the Croff of Chrift: Whofe end is De-
firuttion, whofe God is their Belly, svhofe glory is in their Shame, who mind
Earthly things.

Let all Men fexioufly confider, chat unlefs there be fome duty of Reli-
gion pertaining to Mankind, as previous to a ftate of Happinefs, it will
be hard to dignifie Mankind ( generally ) above the Beafts of the Field.
Tor though (ome few by reafon of their Wealch and Honours, may feem
to out-vie thofé Awimals, yet the generality of Men feem to be (and
doubtlefs are ) expofed toa more anxious Life than the Fowls of Hea-

ven,
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ven, the Fifhes in the Sea, and niany Beafts of the Earth ; to whom it
s hard to add any thing to make their Life more happy than it is,fave that
they are Mortal, But wretched. Mankind,if now debare’d of the Kriow-
ledg of God, and truc Religion, and the Glory that (hall follow, is anob-
jec of the greatelt Concempt (efpecially the Poor of this World) .of all
othet 5 and by how much he hath reafon to confider his ftate as fuch; it
will by fo much augment his Sorrows, and not: relieve him ag all.. -

But now, Confider him ascapable to know the Lord; abd to walk.with

“himin 2 way of Faith and Religion whiltt hete; and to be thereby fit-

ted. to live forever in the full enjoyment of the Prefence of that ‘God,
who giveth Life and Being to all things; this, cven this, and only this;
makes him the moft happy of all Creatures here below; This makes
bim forget his Sorsows as Txifles which laft buz for 4 mimens, and which
(by the power of the true Religion) work for ws a far more exceedinjy and
eternalweight of Glory, whillt he can chearfully Jok ar #he things ( by
Faith) whichappearnot to fenfe: for the things which are feen are Tempo-
val, but the things which are not feen are Eternal, o

Wherefore let all Men be perfwaded to hate, {cotn; and defeft the odi-
ous principles of Aebeifin, which fo bafely ignobles the Children of Meny
as to make them the moft wretched of all others,  And letus love; walky
and delight our felves greatly in Religion, the true Religion, even the An-
cient Ghriftian Religion s which fo advanceth, dignificth, and for eves
fecureth the Faithful, to, andin, that Foy which is unfpeakable, and full of
Glory.  Nor fhall we altum agere, thew here what this teue Religion is;
having done that already. ’

SECT IL
Agiinft IDOLATR Y,

Ydolatry; is the next crying Iniquity to Aeheifin, by which the Hotiour
of God is given to a thing of #anght, Fox fotheword Ido! is truly taken;
1 Cor. 8, 4 An Idol is nothing in the World,  So far frombeing a God, that
tis 2 meer empty Sound, a thing of no Exiftence; a meer Pancy, For
though che Image in refpect of the Matter be fomething, as Gold; Sil.
wer, Wood, Stone, &c, yet the Internal form is meerly imaginary, and
hath nothing of a Deity pertinent to it, As for the Controverfie among
Learned Men about the agrecment, or difference between the words
Udwhor, and Jmago, an Idol, or Image, we Mall not enter into ity it’s
fufficient that we know, God hath forbidden us to Worfhip any but him-
felf, Mat, 4. 1o, Thou [bait worfbip the Lord thy Gods and hiz only fbalt
thou ferve. Yixod. 20,5, Thow fhalt not bow down to them, nor wotfbip
them, He therefore that is the Obje@ of Redigions Worfbip, muft be Gody
yea, very*Gody as Fobnteachethy x Fobn s, 20, This is the true; ot very
God, and Fternal Life ; namely, that God whom he hath (et forth un-

der the Name of Father, Son; (or Word) and Holy Ghofii And then;

inhibits the worthipping of any other : Little Childyen, heep yoir felves
from Mols,  Ameu, Tdolatry
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- Idolatry may be confidered asitis more grofs; or as it is nioxe obfnre,

and hard to be deteted, 1. David fhews the great vanity of the firft,
Pfut, 115 4o Their Wols are Silver, and Gold, even the Works of Mens
handry. &c, ‘They that make thew are like unto them, and [o is every one
that srufleth inthem.  For as'the ldo/ hath Eycs and fees not, even o the

Idolater is blinded in his underﬁandin%, not perceiving the Living God,-
becanfe of the blindneff of his Heart, Ephef, 4,18, And {o the Prophet,.

Ifa,-44. 9. at-large difcovers the unrcafonablene(s of Idolatry: For .a
Man to worfhip a Tree, with patt whereof he warms himfelf, and with.
the other part he makes an Idol, and faith, Deliver me, for thou art my
God, ' Lo ! ‘
Now though this grofs Idolatry is greatly impared where ‘the trae
Light of the Gofpel fhineth, yet it is not wholly extirpate there. Wit
neﬁ» (befide other Vanities not a few ) that Worfhip which the Papifts
give to the Bread and Wine, which they confecrate and facrifice, and
then ndore s¢, as very God, A thing too evident to be by them denied,
( neither do they deny it ) and theretore to be'by all chat love Chrift' la-

" mented,that cver thofe who pretend to advance that holy Name, fhould (o
obftri@ the growth of ‘Chriftianity, by fuch Idolatry, = Thefe Men fecm .

tocome under the cenfure of Ladtantins, which he wrote againft the Hea-
then: Que amentia eft, &c.  Whar a madneff is it either ‘o make things
which themfelves fear, orto fear thofe things which themfelves have made™!
Neither do thefe foolifh Men underftand, that the Images [ or Wafer-
Cakes ] which they adore, had they bit fenfe and motion, would adore them
who formed and framed shem: But thefe things none, [ nonot the Papifts]
do confider—: Theywhich have fenfe, adore things without fenfe, &c. What
fhall we think, that the Romanifls who of old Time, were (as ’tis (aid)
without fmages, till they had conquered all the World, and then re-
ceiving into their Cities the Idols of all the Conquered Nations, be-
came Vaffals to the Idols of all the World, ~Shall thefe, I fay, be the
pattern of the Roman-Chriftian Church = Who at the firft, we are fure,
held foxth thie only Bread of Lifc throughout the World;  As may be
athered, Rom. 1, 8, And fhall they now adore, as the Godhead it felf,
the Gopmon Bread of every Nagion ¢ And what though they fay it ccafes
to be Bread when they have Confecrated it, doth not a filly Moufe con-
vince themof Falfhood, whilft fhe will eat it up before their Faces¢ How

then can it be God ¢ How then s it not Bread ¢
‘When we confider this, how fhould we wi ler, That ¢he Nations of
the World which are withouc that means of . ->wledg which we enjoy,
fhould worfhip either they know not what, orthe things which they be-
hold, Asfome the Devils, fome Men living, others dead- Men, others
Sour-footed Beafls, creeping Things, Fowls z" the dir, and Fifbes in the Sea,
and the Hoffs of Heaveny of aﬁ which, che laft hath the faeft fhew, Yet
as icis abundantly reprehended in the facred Oracles, fo fome gf the An-
cient Chriftians, even by Reafon, did convincingly (hew the Vanity there--
of ; which for the clearnefs of the Demonfiration, I will here fet down
at lasge,  Argumentum illud, &e, ' That Avgument from whence the Hea-
then docollect, that the Stars muft needs be Gods, doshy muft plainly prove the
contrary

!
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" gontrary ;- Lor if they take thom vo be Golls, becanfe of the Gertainity of vheir

Gourfes s this yather fliews they are 1o Gods, becaufe.they are not able to des
part from their o courfoss whereas if they were Guds, they w‘pl;l/[»m&;g:
both this way and that way, in the Heavens, as freely a living Greatures do
upon the Farth ; who, betanfe they have the freedom of theiy Wil they. go
1;Pvdmz'..'doryrz whither themfelvesthipk fit. But for the Stars, theiy great~
nefs in theg. Greation, comlipe[s in their Order, conflancy in their (oiivfes
and Seafors, conld never as firff have Seen framéd withous a cishing handj
nor [o long have been preferved without & powerfid Inhabitant, nor f5 wifely
gverned without a skilful Regenty as cven Reaforiy felf maketh plain and
evident. . ) o
1f then the Conftellations of Heaven may not be accounted Gods, as
by the Light of the Scriptures and Reafon we fce they may tot, ‘then no
Created thing knownby Man is worthy of that honour,the Heavenly Lu-
minaries being, far more excellent than any thing upon the Eargh, of in
the Sea.  And therefore we are jultly lead to the Maker of thefe things,
as to him who only is wotthy to have all Divine or Religions Worlhip;
Service and Obedicnce ¢ Let us then hearken to him, who Gith, Fear
God, and give glory to bimy——and worfhip hivs that made Fleaven, and
Farth, and the Sea, and the Fountains of Waters, Rev.14.:7, Yed, les us
[y from the beart, Whon have Lin Heaven but thee ¢ apd there is nine upoii
Earth which 1 defive in comparifon of thee, o e
. There is yet another kind ot Idolatry too common among Mcn,and
that is, the love of earthly things, moxe than hin that is the 6_an)1iﬁ;l dower
thereof, tothe Children of Men. Againft this greae Iniq*ity, Ghriftiani-
* ty in the Punity and Power of it, is amaft {ure Porre(s : Inthis cafe het
Sacred Docrine crieth out on this wife; Mortifie youk Members which are
upon the Earth,——inordinare Affeition, and Govetonfuefs, which s Idolatry,
Col. 3. 5. Forthis ye know, that no Covetous Many whith is an dolater;
bath any inberitance in the Kingdom of Gody and of Ghrift, e
Now Covetoufnefs ftandeth in thefe Particulars 3 o
1. Diffutisfaction with our prefent Condition, be it never fb plentiful §
Heb. 13. 5. Liet your Gonverfation be withont Govetonfnefs, - and be content
with fuch things as_ye have., -Thus this Vice'is known ‘by the Vertié of
Contentment, which isits oppofite.  Againft this'part:of Covetoufhefs;
which is the Inlet to all the reft, our Saviour bends his Difcourfg;’ Liike
12. 15, Take heed andepeware if¥Covitoufnef§ s for & Man’s life confiflesly
ot in the abundance of the things which he poffeffesh, . And the Apoftid
fhews the dangerous nature ot this Sin, eveniin this firft branch of it,
whillt it takes away the profic of Religion fromus ; Godlinefs iwith (nog
without ) Contentment, is great gain, 1 Tim. 6.6, - . L
2+ Covetonfnefs is,a defire of thatwhich is another Man’s, ornone of?
our own, and flrictly forbidden by the Lord, Exed.z0.17. Thou fbalt iiof

¥ covet ihy Neighbours Honfe, &, nor any thing that ishis. This pihegjbela;

or ldver of Silver, is the root of much evil among Men, ~ This Covéiouf:
nefs hath been the ruin of Kingdoms, and the difgrace of Chyiftians ;
and is foat this day, aswell as the'prevention of the coverfion of the
Heathen; who have occafion to o_bI_fc_rVC the abounding of this: Iniquity.

' ii among
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* among thofe who bear the Chriftian Name, He thae would know the .
Benso. truchof this, (among others) lethimread the doleful Hitory - of ‘Brz,

Sermypiza,

Mat.28.19.
¢ Mara6.s,

“the Italian, where he will-find canfe of holy indignation, whenhe (hall

hear the God of the Chriftians blafphemed "by the Covetoufnefs of the
Spaniards; the poor Natives having too much-canfe to {2y, The God »
;//’; Spansfb Nation is Gold ; infomuch ghat when- they of Arserici could
take one of them, they would pour Gold inty his Mointh, fuppofing nothing
elfewonld [utisfie the God of Ghriftians, — :
3. Covetoufnefsis awith-holding that which we poffefs, when we miy
do good with it, and efpecially che beft good, namely to help forward the
Salvation of Men, by the publication of the Gofpel of Peace. For like
asit profits nothing to fay to a poor Man, Be filed, be ¢hoathed, g0 in
peace, if we do not withal glve him thofe things which are needful ; ‘even
fo neither will it argue that we have a true Zeal for the Converfion of
Souls,when we only pray for the Converfion of the Nationsybut with thef:
Prayers, “Endeavouis muft be nfed ; Men muft be fent, whom God hath
fitted to- preach the Word, .and this cannot be done without denying our
fclves, andlaying outof ourSubftance. Would Chriftians but do what
they can this'way, it would certainly be bleffed with fome advantage ;

for in all Lakony there is profit, bus the Talk of she Lips only tends so pover: .
!

ty, Prov. 14.23. . . .

Mr, Stanley having defcribed the Covetous Man, by certain devouring
Creatures, who live upon the ruin of their Fellows, gives too notable
Rules by which fuch may be knowst. 1, Fhey will often plead, and con-
tend for the ﬂpjiolding, profitable_Sins, (or finful wayes by which they
get profic ), 2. Fhey will plead and consend againft charizable and-thargeable
Duties. Andin this he faichmoft true.  Weverthelefs,we know that there
is no Duty pertaining to Chriftian Religion, but is under the reach of
fuch Bleflings, both, Temporal and Eternal, as will more' than requite
allthat we cando, Lctme therefore exhort all Chritians, clpecially the

moft-pure Churches of Chrift, to confider and labour after fome fingular -

Atchicvment thig'way, to do mote than others for the. information of
the Nations, They are not deftitute of Men (let not that be pretended)
who are competently capacitated to do the Truth fervice in many Nati-
ons,  The greateft difficulty feems to be the different Languages of Men:
for though in natural things Men' can help with eafe to underftand each
others meaning ; "in Heavenly things it 5§ not {0, thefe being the moft hard
to unfold, and yet requirg the moft plain demonftration.  Howbeit, fith
(as we have proved ) tlie Gifts-of God, even that of Tongues, is not fo
taken away from the Church, but'that the right of it remains to her, with
dther Gifts, tothe end of the World ; during which cime the is obliged
#0 Teach all Nations, to Preach the Goppel ( by her Minilters) 20 cvery Crea-
ture : We may not lawfully doubt thac there hall ever be any failure on
God’s pare, his Servants doing what in them lieth, So that upon the
whole Matter,” let us but refife 20 ferve Mammon,: and devote ony filves do
Jerve God with all wwr Hears, with ab our Might, and with our whale Sub.
Sancey (partwhereof is given for neceffaries tor our felves, and pat for
pious and charitable Ulfes, and God is ferved inboth ) and then if bleffed

i Effects -
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Effets follow not, we fhall have a ftrange difippoinciniéat: B e tfs
xemember, That he is faithfud that hath promifed; Heb, 16, = o av ¥
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As Aheifm and lolatry, evén fo Supeilition, hath been a'véry freat
hinderance to true Rcli%‘i‘oh, s forhehave obferved, buthave not becnfy
happy as to remove fich 2 pernicious Stlxmbi'mg-blo‘c{cﬂ;é’s"‘Mf.Gahi»,’ah?\ * Infii, 11,
many other Protefluht Writers ; for {eéing ic is gharited by the Leartied, © 12+
thac Wit Worfbip and Superflition are of the fame impore ; atid chae ¢he
latter docs fignitie, (of fipra fatutum) more than is appoimted by Gid in bis
Word , woluntary Religiody. fuch as' Man's Wit devifeth) tobhimfolf, Wivhome -
any Precept of God*. We e fufficieitly admonithed thereby, againft ;
the manifold Innovations it the Papal Worthip, and thie too too many g
yet remaining unpurged in many of thofe Churches, who have contended
for Reformation. 1 fhall do'little in ehiis éafe, but call to mind the Te-
ftimonies of our Reformers, which may be worthy the conlideration of .
thofe that fucceed thein. ~ Lather teaclieth cxprefly;, That mo Manean Pfilazal
avoid dolatry, if God himfelf dosh not fber.the mannsrdow be will be wors werf: 5,0,

fhipped.  And Tpeaking of the Sacraments, partichlasly he faith, Thac

the Paflors ave then cloathed with Righteoufneffpvhen they exedure 41 ';glzte,am

Office 5 that is, whenthey teach the Word fincerely ; Mo when they minifler

the Sacraments purely without corvuption ; o that whatfocver they :z,br fpeak,

bé cither the Word oy Work of God, o _
And Wiellif. before him is very pofitive againtt fipra Statutum, Super-  a: quored 4y

Mion, or adding any Ceremony in the Vfon’hip of God, which is nof i{’l Dapesrsy

appoiated by the Word of God : His, wotds are, That se muft receive. o- . el Jieond

thing but what is in the Sciiptures—That no Rite or Geremony onght to be pei Bdson.

cerved in the (Burch, but that which is plﬂiﬂ/] confirmed 6]}//’&”{%‘4 g/'Gm'.

That wife Men leave that s impertineyt which is mot plainly _e.iz‘reﬂ.y, Thak

we are to admit of no Science or’ (onclufion that is not proved by Seriptare:Te.

frimony. And that whofocver holds the contrary Opinionsednnot be a C/zrt]_)imb’.,

but flatly the Devil's Companion, e
Calyin wakes little difference between Superftition and Molatry,ebut 1,4, 1 4

fecms to make the terms convereable, * So ot (faith hey as 2he 8¢ pfire c, 12

affirmeth that there isbus one God, it fiviveth not for the-bare Nawiéof God,

bt withal commandeth this, That whatfoewer belongeth tothe Godbead, be mop

Leigh.Crit!
ac.

. given toany other. Whereby alfo appeareth that pure Religion dotly zﬂl;%r,-frm

Superflition,-- becanfe ahvays even the Blind ihemfelves bave found that his
Riile onght to be holden, that God be not worfhipped but as be hath oydered, ®
BEUSE BIA, i Greel, ﬁgﬂi/}i;l)g' as yiwchy as trie Worfbip.— And shat

“stis a fond colowr which the Superflitions do presends shen with Indifercdi "

Zeal they give thomfebves leave to doall things,—but hévein [bameful igni-
rante bewrayethy it [ilfy that weither they cleave o the ane Gody nor haye sy
regard to Order in the worfbipping of 'bim 5 whowill be a feiiere revenyer, if
bebe mingled with any fabted God. And ther be “fetterly forth the Liwfud

wianner
.
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manner of worfbipping, to bold Mankind in Obedience, containing both phefe
ofnts in his Law, | :

AT

. s, Cov el
To thefc we thall gdd thé Teftimony of Dt. Fulk, upon \Go"l‘oj: 2,18, -

1¥hat Religion of Angels focver it be, fich as the Heathen wfed, fuch as Si-
mon Magus invented ; fiich as fome Fews obferved, or fuch as Papifts ufe ;
All Religion of Angels is forbidden s yea all S/:{eg/}itim or Will Worbip which
s not after the prefeript of God’s Word,  And indecd who can imagin that.
any :hing.dcvi&gl by Men,- ( though neverfo fpccious ) can addanyid-
yantige s the Way and Worfhip of God ; and if nor, to what end are
fuch additions made,?” And who feeth not, to add one Ceremony, is the
fame as to.add or\{‘fhoufar\d ; it therefore we defire God's Worfhip to be
kept kb gurity ; Let all that love Chiift beware of Superfition altoge-
ther ; becanfe, as a Learned, Proteftant obferves, That a5 the Asheift i
like hard Ground.where no Gorn growethy fo the Su/mﬁitiaw exceeds in bis
Worfbips and runs as far into the other Extremity :* Chrift fuffered between
twa Thicues, [o Ghrift fuffereth bevween Atheifin and Superflition,

IV,

AMotives to”all that LoveACl)ri/l, fpecially the Pureft Churches, to
* endeavour the propagation of Chriftian' Religion in the ancient pu-
. rity of it : : '

1. In Undertakinés of Moment, confideration is tobe had of the pof:
fibility of the thing s and efpecially whether it gomport with the will
of God, feeing where thefe oppofe, no undertaking can be warrantable ;
however, the pride or confidence of any may prompt Men thcreun'
Buit in our Cafe the way is moft clear, for (not to fcrutinizc into the Se-
crets of God ) his Word abundantly fhews his Will to be, That his
Church’ ¢ and particularly his Miniflers ) thould labour ¢ shake SU M

SECT

[ee wwhat is the F ellowfbip of the Myftery, which from the beginning of the

World:hath been bidin God, who created all things by Fefus Ghrift, Ephef,-
3.9, In purfuance of which gracious Defign, Chrift hach given perpe-
tual Authority to his Scrvants ro Teach all Nations ; to Preach the Gofpel to
every Greatire y and bath })rolmifcd his concurrence therein by his pre-
fence with them to the end of the World.  Sothat (as hathbeen fhewed
abundantly in our Defence of the Office of Meffengers to picach the Go-
fpel ) no Man hath Power to teach any thing which Chrift commanded,
if this Commiffion be not in force for the teaching alf Nations ; and in-
deed this Work is Antecedent to all other Teaching, in reference to what
Chrift commandeth, feeing Faith comes by hearing ; nor can they hear
(ordinarily ) without 4 Preacher, Rom. 10, Moreover when the Church
prayeth, Thy Kingdoms come. Thy, Will be done om Earth as it is in Heaven ;.
Te multneeds refpect the Propagation of the Chuxch, as well as the Ac-

complifinnent of her Glory.: And when we confider how that Prayey for *

all Men is good in the fight of God, becanfe he will have all Men to be faved,
andcome to the knowledg of the Truth, v Tim,2.3,4. We muft believe itis

agrecable

B
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agrecable with his Will that the Truth be preached tothem : And hence
the poffibility of the thing is apparcat, feeing God puts ndt his Servants
upon any Impoflibilitics : And this fhall fuffice for the firft Motive.

2. The moft glorions andworthy Wark to be done by God’s People, s to ad-

wance his Truth, and to feek the Satvation of the World, by all poffible
means.  About this Work God fent his onfy Son into the World, as be-
ing the moft glorious Service he had to concern him in, in the days of his
Fle. 1 Johns. The Son of God is comes and hath given us an under-
Sanding, that we may know him that is true.  God hath in thefe laff days
Spoken to us by bis Son, Heb, 1. 1, He that is an Ambaffador of Peace
trom an Earthly Monarch, is a glorious Minifter commonly. ~ But how
much more glorious is it to be fent with an Ambaflage from the Prisce of
Life, to proclaim Peace and Reconciliation between God and Man, yed
Peaceon Barth, to the whole Earth, and good Witl towards Men, Sures
ly tis fo glorious, the very Angels defire 10 look into it.  How beausifil np-
o the Mountains ave the feet of him that bringeth good Tidings » Glorious
and worthy Acions do excite great Spirits to undertake them, How
have Men undertaken to fubdue Nations, yea, the whole World, to
themfelves ! How much beteer is it to endeavour the fubjection thereof to
God, that Souls may be faved, and the Kingdom of Satan fubverted,
What a beggarly W arfare is it to obtain an Earthly Crown, a Gerrupti-
ble Grown, and to bring a Nation into Bondage, when compared with the
Spiritual Wacfare, which vefteth every faithful Souldier with an Incorrap-
tible Grown, and brings the Conquered out of Bondage, into the glorim
Liberty of the Sons of God 7 Suppofe all the People in a Nation, or City,
were fmote with Blindnefs, would any thing be tore wotihy than for
fome skilful Artift to reftore their Sight? Why, this is our cafe, Pan/
was fent 70 open the Eyes of the Gentiles, and to turs them from Darkuefs to
Light, Alts26.18.  And are notmany Nations Blind at this day ¢ 'Is
theee not the fame Eye-Salvein the Church as afore-time ¢ Why then is
not the fight of the Nations recovered ¢ Surely there wants Phyficians,
or elfe they are not induftrious to endeavour the Cure, Itistrue, There
#s a Lion in theway.  But who delivered Paul out of the Mouth.of the Lion ¢
Who ftood by him, that his Preaching might. be fully manifefted ¢ /sthe
Arm of the Lord fbortned that it canmot [ave ¢ And is not any good Work
fo much the more glorious, as by how much it is attempted under diffi-
cult Circumftances ¢ -Let thefe things ferve for the fecond Motive,

3. NoWork under the Sun fo necdfuly all is but Trifles in comparifon :
Yet the peril of Waters, Robbers, differing Climates; the abfence of
Triends, great Labour, great Cofty e, all'is put to the venture, and
difpenfed with for a Ship burthen of Eareh, Woody Stoney&c. and often-
times without any neceffity, cither on the part of the Adventprer, or
thofe that furnifh him with Commodities,  But who is able to exprefs
this one thing needful 2 10 wit, the Hearing (and by conféquence the
Preaching ot ) the Word of Man’s Salvation. A seceffiry was laid upon
Panl to Preach the Gofpel ; It's frange #o Man (hould be under a necefft-
ty now ! The darknc(s of many Nations is as great now as then.  The
T'ruth is mote oppoftd in the purity oﬁ{ilt( rlx(ow, then it was in his d?]y;.

¢
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The Enemy hath had a long gime to corrupt the Word.  There is the
fame neceflity of Salvation as formerly, a Soul was then of more va-
Juc than the gain of the World, and fo it is how’; Men arc in as great
danger to be loft to Exeraity asthea; there is therefore 2 necefficy thac

the Gofpel be faithfully Preached now as wellasehen,  Thus much for'

the third Motive. . . .
& 1t s but wifdom to avoid an eminent Danger. We muft c're long ap-
pear before the Lord to give an account of our Stewardfhipy fome truft

God hath commitied to the prefent Churches, to hold forth the Word of.

Life to them that ficin Darknefs,  And why did Panl cry out, Wo is me,
if 1 preach not the Gofpel 2 Sure he faw the Danger to be very great !
T him that knoweth how to do good, anddoth it not, to himit is fin, In for.
wertimes God fuffered all Nations 3o walk in their own ways, but now he ex-
horsesh all Men every where torepent, Doth he exhort them (or command
them) o répent ¢ buc then we know he doth this by his Minifters (ordi-
narily ). The Jews had no {pecial Commiffion to go to the Nations, 4ur
we have.  Our danger in the neglect of this Duty muft necds be great, if
indced we are negligent.  Confider this fourch Motive,

5. Many (and fome fhort of the Truth as now underftood by many y
bawe done much more this way than we have dome,  To {ay nothing hexe of
the Primitive Labourcrs in the Lord’s Harveft, of whom it will be faid
they were attended with miraculous Operations: Which istrue of fome
of them, but not of them all. One fhining and burning Light there
was, whodid no Miracle, and yer made ready a People for the Lord,
We read not that Timothy o Titws did any Miraculous Works, yet did
they Preach in many Countries, (as théwed above ); but to let thefe
pafs, and come to lower Inflances, we fhall find our felves fo poor in
Wortks of this kind, as we may juftly be moved to jealoufic with our
felves.

1 is reported of one Remigins, about Arno 550, That he converted all
France from 1dolatry to the'Faith of Chrift.  And that about the fame
time, one Martin reduced the Sweeds from the Arrian Herefie,  How
niuch Anguftin the Monk prevailed in England in oppofition to Paganifim,
is famous in our own Hiftories, though he came from Gregory, when the
Church of Rome had not all its Priftine Purity, *Tis {aid alfo, Thatone
Lambers, a Religions Man, brought Tavandria in Lower Germany to the
Taith of Chrift, about Anm 620. And that Kiliaw a Scotch-Man,
wrought the like in Franconia, wherehe died a Martyr,  Wilfyid is faid
to perfwade the Inhabitants of she I/ of Wight to receive the Faith, in
Anno 683, Thele indeed were zealous Men, yet not fo Apoftolical in
their Doctrine as might have been defired. T could multiply Examples
outof the Worksof Ferom Platus, whence alfo I have taken thefe In-
ftances ; and though many things recorded by him are doubtful,yetmany
alfoarc true,  However thus much may be obferved fromhim, That itts
no impoffible thing for fuch as havea love and zcal for Chrift, being ordi-
natily gifted, (for thefe Men werenomore ) todo (through God’s blef-
fing) very great fervice for God in the inftruction of the Nations that
know not the Truth. One Inftance my Author hath, not unfit to be

remembred,
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remembred, ’tis this ; One Hieronimus Eftnlns being fent to Gonflantino-
ley revailed with the Greeks to  kind of Rcconciliafgion 5 And bronght
(faitY) my Author)_forty Peers of the Gopptry-to fbmit themfelves y and
(which was (Caich Lie) 4 joyfil fight) they kiffed the Popes feet. The
ufe I makeof: itis this ; firft, To {hew-the need true Chriftians have to
be active o prevent thofe falfe Converfions wrought by Papifts.” 2. To
perfwade erue Chritians to be as zealous for Chriff, as others are for
the Pope 5 for why fhould not Noble Men be pexfivaded to ifs ihe
Son, deft he be angry, as to kifs the Popes Feetr Thus we have the fifth
otive. ,
M‘ 6. The certainty of being bighly favoured of the Lord in this Work, may
greatly encourage us fo go about it 5 for being thus devoted to God, and
being faichful in our Endeavours, we fhall be accepted according to thae

- Ability and Qpportunity which we have, and not according_to thac

which wehavenot. 1§ chings fucceed not according to our defire, yet
fhall we not lofi our Reward. The fame Jefus who [aid of the Woman
that did not much, Shehath done what e conldy will bear witnefs to our
Work and Labour of Love. Small beginnings often prove excellent §
and if the Lord be with us, we ihall find the Work more eafie than we
can conceive it at a diftance,  May shefe Motives be fome-way ufeful tq
faxther the fincere Reformation of Religion where itis wanting, and the
Propagationof it wliere i¢ is not known, to the Glory of God, Ihave
my end. .

FINIS

Top many Fanlts have cfeaped the Prefs, the moft (tis ’boped ) arg here correlieds the
veft the Reader is defived to amend or - pardon, .
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