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Chriftiani{mus Primicivus:
o
The Antient Chriftian R eligion,
IN '
Tts N atnre, (ertainty, and Excellency, above
anyother R E L1610 N inthe World,

BOOK I

SecT L

Shewing l:rieﬂy certain great and mifchievous  Obflyuctions to
the Chiriftian Religion.

S it is certain we now ftard a very grear diftance
from the Primitive Times of Chriftianity, as well
W as from the Countty where it was fieft planted,
and its Foundation luid in the holy Doérine,
Miracles, and Sufferings of the Mefliah, the
~yill Author thercof, called The  dpofile , and High
NGO Lrieft of onr Profeffion, Chriff Jefus. So there
=) hach intervened many dreadful Occurrences to
render that glorious Profeffion either fufpicicus
" in refped of its Verity, or but of mean confideration in point of Excel-
lency ; partly through the prodigious impiety and immorality of many,
who have affumed the Chriftian Name; and partly thiough the mon-
ftrous Alterations, and contradictions in Doétrine and Manners, and -
tlie Implacable and Sanguinary Feuds and Animbofities, which have fall’a
out among the Profcflors of Chriftianity, to the great Scandal of the
Fews, and other Nations, as well as to rhe unfpeakable prejudice of ma-
ny Lovers of Clviftianity, Amongft thofe who have thus injured this
holy Calling of Chritianity, the Papiffs are not the leat Ctlpable, but
very deeply Criminal, To fay nothing here of their Sanguinary Pra-
dtices, notorious throughout the World, it thall not bé amifs totecomit
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Book 1: That Jefus otice lived pon thé Earth, " it

10 Great Obftructionis to (Chriftian Religion.
one only Inftance (in ftead of a multitude ) of their imprudent and 1,
mifchievous Obftructions of the Advancement of Chrift's Interet, -

among the poor Jews in Hungary, Odtober 23. 1650, where a great

seea Bl Councel of the Fews were met, to fearch the Scriptures concerning the

TiteandDeath Meffiah, whether he was already come (as faith my Author): whenand

of Mi stony and where after feven Days debate, about the time and manner of his

Sect. 2.

Death, and Refurrection of the Loxd Chrift, we fhall (with our Author)
begin our Difcourfes there, where our Saviour began the Days of his
Pilgrimage, for the Salvation of Mankind:

v

Feln

Coming and Perfon; not a few arguing the poffibility of Jefus being
He, chiefly from his Micacles, and the'grievous Defolation and Capti-
vity of their Nation, fince his Crucifixion ( not to be parallel'd with
former Prefidents ) and the Lord’s not Anfwering their Prayers as he
was wont to do. Hereupon the Popes Depugies were called in, wis,
Two Fefuites, two Francifeans, and two Auguftine Friers, togive au ac-
coumt, That if the Meffiah be come, and if Jefus be He, what Rules and
Orders had he left for his Followersto walk by ¢

Thefe Popifh Companions being admitted, forgot the Caufe of Chrift,
and fpake not a word for him, orit; bugat the firf on-fet, began to fo.
licit them to become Profelytes to their holy Catholick Church, (as
they call that of Rome ) whofe Rules and Government, faid they, are
the onily Infticutions of Chrift, whofe Ficar the Pope is, &e  And
thence defcended to Particulars,afferting the Bodily Prefence in the Sacra-
ment, the Invocation of Saints , and in“particular of the Virgin, who
could procure any thing of her Son ; the Ufe of the holy Crofs; the
religious Ufe of Holy-days.  As foon as they heard thefc things, the
Affembly broke up in great Tumult, and loud Screeks, crying out, A%
Chrifty, no Woman Gody o Images; many vent their Clothes, and caft
duft on their Heads, and cried , Blafphensy, Blafphemy. ~( And thus
were thefe poor'Fews hardned, inftead of being Converted by thofe Po-
pifh Vanities ), "This Story (as my Author truly faith) is worthy to
be written in all Annals and Languages of Chriftendom, to the etérnil
Infamy of Papiffs and their Caufe.

By this fad Inftance we may fee, with what Jealonfies poor enquirin
Souls are as it were round begirt, and prt ro their Wits-end, by thofe
difinal Occurrences, fcarce knowing what to think of ¢his moft Inno-
cent and Venezable Profelfion,  To difpel which Clouds, and diflipate
hac Smoke, « Aich i Devil hoth «.ife 1 darken ehe Sum and the A,
and to dim the Hyes of Men, left the Light of the Glorious Gofpél
fhould fhine uoor them, I conceive it needful in our entrance here, tr
fln the Cert. ty -+ % L ey o7 that T Vgion, whivi: we i-

{ God willing ) wudefcrit s according to its Nutive Pusty, and . .. u
it in fuch Branches, as ure moft oppofcd by the Errors of the Times
wherein we live,

Aund becaufe in an undertaking of this Weight, and common Concern
to all that love the Lord Jefus, it is not good to go alone, and not find-
ing any that have move pithily and briefly, fet forth the Certainty and
Lxcellency of Chriftianity, than that Learned and Moderate Man, Mr,
Hugo Grotins ; 1 fhall thercfore do little more herein, than prefent the
Reader with what he hath calculated, and. by fundry Authoriries con.
firmed,  And fith¢the Chriftian Religion depends mainly upon the Life,

Death,

Secr IL

That it is certain Jefus once lived sporl the Earth.

1 is thi y iftis This is vefti-
O uncontronlably evident is this, that Jefus the Lord of Clmﬂhns’ﬁefb‘jsﬁfn_

once bived npon the Earth, and that in the Land of lfracly according

fort of Adverfaries to Chriftianity chat deny it; buc rather grant ic by
deriding his Humility, or that Abject Eftite wherein it pleafed his Ma-
jefty to appear among Men, The Turks do not only acknowledg that
Tuch a Perfon there was, but they fpeak very Honourably of him, as be-
ing a Prophet of the Lord, and do greatly abhor the Fews for Cruci-
fying fo Holy a Man,  And Jofephus, a modeft and eminent Writer of
the Fews, who lived much abou the time of the Paffion of our Lord, left
to Pofterity a very remarkable Teftimony of the Life and Death of Jefus:
His words are thefe : .

« At that time was Jefus a Wife Man, if it be lawful to call him a
«Man ; for he was the Performer of divers admirable Works, and the
< Inftructer of thofe who willingly entertained the Truth ; and he drew
«unto himn divers Fows and Greeks, to be his followers, This was
<« Chrift, being Accufed by the Princes of our Nation before Pilate, and
¢ afterwards Condemned to the Crofs by him, yet did not thofe who fol-
<« Jowed him from the beginning, forbear to love him for the Ignominy
«of his Death ; for he appeared unto them alive the Third Day after,
« according as the Divine Prophets had before Tefified the fame, and
< divers other wonderful Things of him: And from that time forward
<cthe Race of the Chriftians, who have derived their Name from him,
< hath never ceafed.  This being fo full to our prefent Purpofe, wve (hall
{ omittivg at  vefent the Eviden-: of Sacr; 1 Writ) forbear to add fur-
ther Evidence from our Advesfaries, of the Life of Bleffed Jefus ; fave
that we herc infere the Teftimony of a Heathen Writer, wlio defcribes
beth his Perlou, manner of Life and Docrine, - Namely Lentilus the
Proculul, iu that Epiftle written to the Roman Senate, ( which goes un-
der his*Name) who refiding at Ferafalems at the time of the Death
of ourSaviour, gives this Defcription of him, viz, ‘

At that time there was one Fefissy who was called of the Nations, the Pro.
phet of Truth. A Man goodly to beboldy having a reverend Gountenance,
his Stature fomewhar Tally his Hair afzer the colour of the ripe Hazel- N,
from bis Ears fomewhat crifped, parting it [elf in the midft of his Head,
and wa@fﬂg with the Windy after the manner of the Nazarites : His Face
withgut wrinkls, mised with moderate Red: His Beard fomewhat copions,
tendery and divided at the Ghin: His Eyes gray, varions and clear, He
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. nins, Tacluss
to the Prophecics that went before of him; that we hear not of any Pliny jun.



Fab, Chron,

Dionyfius.

Dionyfiue,
Policarpus,

Ticoeus,

Mbenagorus.

Chrift put to an Ignominions Death. Book 1.
wis in Rebuke fevere, in Infiruition wonderful; Merry with Gravity, He
Jomsetimes Wept, but was never feen to Laugh 3 in Talk full of Underfland-
ing, (paring and modeft s thus fax Lemtiive, Itistrue, noncot the Evan-
gelifts have given any defeription of the Stature, or Features of Holy
Jefus, protatily he might advile them the contrarys left when he came
to be wor pped throughout many Nations, Men fhould ereé: Inages
to him, or bafely counterfeit his Similitude, and give that Honour to the
works of their own Hands, whicli iz only due vo him; who as he once
lived, and war 1 wn in I erfod both to Jews and Gentiles, io all Na-
tions fhall fee him, and wail becaufe of him; for though he was dead,
yet now liveth for evermore.

N

SEcr L

That Chrift was put to an Ignominions Death.

His alfo is no uncertain Report, but a Truth famoufly kaown, The
memory whereof was fo frefh among the Infidels for many Years
afier, as that the Queen, Mother to Gonffantine the Great, hear-
ing of her Sons Converfion to Chriftianity, fent him her Letrer, wherein
fhe laid great Folly upon him, for that he would put Confidence in fuch
a Man, as fuffered himfelf to be Nailed to 2 Crofs of Wood. And
the Turks to this Day, as well as the Fews, do frequently upbraid the
Chriftians by their Crucified God : Though as God he ncver died, nor
could dic 5 however the Phidofopher did conceive the matter, when he
cried out, upon occafion of that dreadful Darknefs which covered the
Eath at his Ciucifition: The wwknown God fuffers, by reafon of whom the
whole Werldis darkned and fbaken, -

SEcCcT IV.

Underftanding Men worfhip Chrift after bis Death becanfe of his

Miracles, they were fo Great and Indubitate. -

8 Nicodemus ws convinced ( as well as many among the Pharifecs,
_A. Jobn 3.2, John x2.42.) that Fefuswas a Teacher fent from God, be-
canfe no Man condd do the Miracles which he did, except God were
withhim; even fo thefe Living Workswhich hevorought, had the fame pow-
erful Influence upow, not the meaneft of the Pesplé ovly, but alfo upon dyvers
Perfons of Eminency for Learmng .and Fudgment.  Such weie Sergius
Puaulns, Governour of Gyprug, Aéts 13,12, Diomyfius, the Arcgpagite,
Ads 17, 34, Policarpus, who died for his Witnels to Chriltianity,
Ap. 169, Jupin Martyr, who wrote for the (ame, dn. 142, Irenens,
who was famous in Chriftian Knowledg, Au, 180,  Athewagorns, who

l:lourilhcd,

"Sc&. 8. ﬁ;;i-e-;'ftaiidi)g Men wor [bip Christ after his Death,

3

Flourifhed, 180, Origin, 208,  Tertullian s about :the fame tune.

Glemiens Alexandvinus, and many more, who being Men of fuch Esxcel-
lent Parts,, why they fhould dcvo(ethcm(elve.ﬁ to the quﬂupof aMany!
put o a xeproachful Death; and hated by his otwn Nat'm.;, even bo that
Day; cfpecially being almott all bred up -in other Religions, which we
findrobe fo powerful a tic upon the Gonfionces that it muft be fome extraordi-.
nary Motive that draws off fvam that, ‘Nox wexe thefe Men altured co.
¢ liriftianity by, any temptation cither of Honour, or Profit 5 I¢ .be/z{(q
the ratier a 5 ame than Gredit among Men, ﬂ'.ld the ready say to Riine i
outwards, to profefs that Name. Therc can fn reafon no Accoun. ' ¢ gi-
ven, bug only this: That by diligent Inquilition, fuch as becomes Pru-
dent Men, in a Bufine(s of the greateft Concgrnlncnt,hth.ey had found
¢he fame was trite,” and verified by fufficiént Witneffes, Which was {pread
abroad of his Miraculous Works 5 as of the Sick hcnlcc! by a word dn’ly'_oﬁi
his Mouth, azid by the touch of his Garment, and openlyin grievous and i~
veterate Difeafes: OF fight reftosed to the Man that was_bornBlind,
and the Fig-tree made frnitlefs for cver, by the sword qf‘ . l);.: M’ont};;. and by
the. fume, the boiftrons Winds and Waves of the Sed to be ﬁz/bd. JOE‘the
Loaves multiplied more than once, to Teed many choufands, Yvho were
Witneffes thereof : Of Water turned into Wine :md the Men raifed again
to Life; with many moreof the fame nature, /L’gl///c‘tllm//g/.w/lt the fr:c(fv,l-
ifV»itiﬂgI of the New Teftament.  And this falmc‘f‘pmng trom fo certain
and undoubted an Original,. that as the Hebrews in thel_r Talmud openly
contels, Celfus, that Adverfary o Chriff, and Julian the Apofiate, when
they wrote againft the Chriftians, had notthe boldnefs to deny that fome
Miracles were wrought by the Hand of Chrift. :

Sect V

Clomens Alex-

andrinus.

Thdt thefe Works were not done by natural fo'rce,. swhich sworketh bj

Infirumental Ganfes,  For as they dre called Miracles, foit is certain
that by the forcé of Natiue, itisimpoffible by a word of the Mouth only,
or touch of the Hand, gricvous Difeafts fhould be cured, and that up-
on the fudden; And that 5 well when the Paticnt w.is abfent as prefent,
Luke7. 10, Again, If thele Works might have been s whole, or in
part, referred to Natural Efficacy, itmay jultly be prefumed, that fome
of thofe that were profefled Enemics to Chrift himfelf living, and no
lefs Enemies to his Gofpel which he left behind him, would have told us
fo long fince, and have demonfirated the fame, cither by doing the Jike,
or (bewing how withost o Mivacle thofe things might be done.

Nor were thole Miracles Tmpoftutes 5 Or things done in appearance
only: Becaufe moltof the Waorks were doric among the People, and in
the view of many Learned Men among the People,fuch as had Wit cnongh
and Malice enough, to obferve all the Actions of Clirift with curiofity,,
N did they bring any thing of that niture againft hiniywhen ihey Arraigned
him before " the Sudgment.Seat, andwonld have been glad of fuch Aricles,
10 have rendred him move Obnosions to their Revenge.

E And
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Chrif¥’s Miracles were not from ari Evil Spirit. Book I.

Auguftine,

DPorphiry.

And befides, the like Works were often repeated, and the Effeéts not
Momentanous but Permanent, Thefe things weighed, ic clearly fol-
lows ( which the Fews alfo confefs) thefe Works proceeded from fome
Spirit, cither Good, or Bvil. They [aid ( through Malice) againft Rea-
Jon and their own Experience, thas thefe Works ( at leaft bis cafling ous un-
cleans Spirits ) was done by Beelzebub she Prince of Devils, bafpheming
the Power of God, by which thefe things were wronght, '

Sect VL
Chrift's Hiragles were ot from an Evil Spiric.

Hat Rational Anfwer which our Savionr gave to thofe that envied bii
A - Mighty Power 3 Yhas Satan doth not caft ous Satan, for then bis
Kingdom voufs (forthwith) come o nonghs ; dovh clearly acquit his Works
Sfrom fuch impious Imputations, which yet are further cleared,” Becaufe the
the Dogtrine of Chrift, for Confirmation whereof the Works were done,
Heb. 2.3, 4. is the greateft overchrow of Evil Spirits, whom it forbids
us to worlhip 5 wnder the feverest Penalties, even that of Ebernal Death,
and draws us away from all Pollutions, wherewith the Evil Spirits are
delighted.  ds & abundantly fhewed by Aug. De Civitate Dei, Lib.8, & 9.
I the account he there gives of the most obfeene and abominable Sacrifices and
Services, which were offered by the Heathens to Bacchus, and Priapis,
And by bleffed Experience we fee, where once that Dodrine of Ghristi-
anity, is rcceived in the Love and Power of it, the worfhip of Devils and
Magick Arts, do forthwith vanifh; and the one True God is ferved
with deteftation of the Devils, whofe power and force was broken by
the coming of Chritt.  As Porphiry ( a fubtile and bister LEnemy to Chri-
stianity ) himfelf acknowledgeth :” That /feﬁ/: his Afcenfion to Heaven,
canfed the publick [ervice of the Gods [ hat is the Damons ] 0 ceafe.
Neitoer is 1t Credible, that any Evil Spirit would be fo imprudent to
effect fuch things, and that very often, whereby no Honour, or Profi,
conld, redound to himfelf, (nor lofs but gasn so Mankind, which we bnow
they babonr vo obstruct in all they may ) but on the contrary, gfeat incom-
modity and difgrace musk thereupon accrue to him.  But grant that the De-
vil [bould ply the fool for once, ps oft-simes ire doth, in taking ways to ob-
Siruit which yet turnsso she furtherance of ChriffianVertue ; yétigno way
becomes the Wifdom, asd Goodnefs of God, to permit the Infernal Spirits
to deceive Men, “in whom was no guile, o defign of Evily and who were
devoted to his Fear and Service ; fuchas were the firft Difciples of Chiift,
as both the anblamablenefs of their Converfation, and the many Cala-
mities endured by them for Confcience fake, in astefling what the Word of
God did plainly bold forth, do evidently declare,

SECT.

Sec. 7. Christs Works proceed fromi Gads
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Secrt VIL

If the Works of Chrift proceeded from a Good Spivit, then from God:

F yet it hould be faid, chac the Miraculous Wotks of Chrift proceed-
I ed from a Good Spirit, yet inferiour to God : this is to acknowledg
that they pleafed God, and pertained o the Honour. of God, becaufe
the Good Spirits do nothing but what is acceptable in thie fight of God 5
aor do theythefe things vithout Authority from God, and to his Glory only:
Thoughit's evident, fome of thele Works do plainly point at God the
Author of them, as the reforing of fundry dead Men o Life again:
And we know that God ncither doth Miracles, not fuffers them to be
done without Caufe ; for this is the part of a wife Law-maker, not to

recede from his own Laws (which in refpelt of God, is hid commois way of

Providence, dnd not by Mivacles ) without fome Caule; and that of mo-
ment, .

Now there can be no other Reafon given why thiefe things weré doney
befide that alledged by Chrift, the bearing Witnefs to his Docrine s
which béing wow to take place of Moles's Law, [o as inmany things tufm‘ @
period to the Obligation theveof 3 as alfi o be publifbed throughous the World;
to alter the State of Religion every-where, it was requifite the fame fbowld
be fo approved from Heqven: Neither could any of the beholders of thefe
Miracles (among whom were many of a very Piows difpofition ) con-
ceive in theic Minds any other Reafon thercof, than to confirr the Do-
Grine of Jefus, Andupon this Ground, very many of the Fews that
lived about the times of Jefus; even they that could not be induced to
omit any past of Mofes Law (the Nazarites and Ebonires ) did never-
thelels honour Jelus as a Mafter fent from Heaven,

Secr. VIIL

The Mitacle of the Refurretion of greateft Weight, and confirmed

by [ufficient Witneffes,

'S from the Miracles wrought by Chiritt in his Life-tlme, fo we ar-

AN gue from the greateft of Miracles aftet his Crofs, Death; mund Bu-
rial y namely his Refurrection, and return to Life again.  For this, not
only as crue, but as the principal foundation of their Faith, the Chrifti-
ans of all Times and Places (that are worthy that Appellation ) build up-
on, as that which giveth Life to the whole of Ghriftiansty s which had been
impoffible, had not the firlt Teachers of Cliriftian Faith certainly per-
fwaded their Auditors, that the thing was fo done.  Neither could they
have perfwaded Men endued with Judgment, unlefs they did affirm them-
{elves Eye-Witnefles; without which Affumation, no Man; though of
E 2 mean
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Cbﬁfijsg‘Réﬁtrre&ia)\utbegrea‘te}'lt\Miracle. Book It

mean underflandiug, would have given credic to them, the thing being fo
like to things ncredible in the wifdom of Map s and elpecually for that
they muft purchafe their Belief fo dearly, acthe coft of the greateft dan-
ger and perfecution. e e

Tt this was-affitvicd by theii“With gred! conftanicy, "evén their owh

Books, and the Writings of other Men do fhew ;- yea, ’tis in their
Books, they appealed: tb the teftimony of fivehuidred Withelles atonce,
1 Cor,15. 9. lrisinot a cultomof Lyers, inmatters of Fatty to appeal
to: Witnefles (b many ; nor can it be that {o many fholild confpiré’ g
bring inan Evidénce, in fuch acafey contrary to what they knew to Beé
the Truth, Had there been no’other Witneffes.but thofe’ fixft moft fa-
mous Propagators of the Chriftian Doctrinestheir Teftimony had been
fufficient ; efpecially confidering ihat thefe Witneffes all endured intolerable
Ignominy,.and other Afflictions,’ ind moft of théns Death'it felfy for ateeft
g in the cafe of Ghrift's Refurveiion-s not swhat they had by veport from
others, but what theiy Eyes beheld, .and their Hands had tokishéd, even the
Sacred Body.of :the Lord Fefus ‘being alive, and éating, dbisiking, dnd dif-
conrfing with them, forty duys after be was rifen from the dead : o that eis
thed this Teftizneny is moft truei ov elfe shey muft rell & wilful Lye s which in
their Confeicnce.and certain Knowledg they muff know to'be falfe, and that
swith the danger:of death for [odoing.  Now this being utterly incredible;
that fo viany Men, .and fush Men as could nos be charged with impiety,
fhoutd be fomad as o deflroy themfelves for nothing 5 it follws that the Kes
furseition of Chrift is as certain and wnontroulable as any thing whatfoever
can be known by any Men, in the woft cevtain way of knowing amy thing
knawable by Man 1 and if the Evidence given in this cafe be rejeited, there
is nothing to be beleved which Men report 88 others, npon the beft Kwowkdg
of Sight, Hearing, and Touching, that Manig:capable to exercife. I don-
clude thes, that the vertainty of Ghriff's Refurreition is to be acconnted (evien
fromrational demonflyarion) " aviong things which.are moft cértain, which are
reconsmended fous at any diffance from onr veach and fight ; o elfe all things
offered to our Urderflanding muft be accounsed falfe or wncertain,

And what we have {poken of thofe fixft Wirneffes, the fameis alfo true
of Paul, who declared openly; thathe had Teca Chrift reigning now in
Heaven, 1 Cor. 15, 9. 2 Gor. 13,4, Aifs22.3. Yet wanted he none of
tlie Jewifh Learning, nor was'he.oncof hope.of Hénouss, if he had gone
forward in his Fathers fteps,  Buton the contrary part; he conld expet
nothing but hatred of bis Kindred, travels over all the World, Ditficult,
Perilous, and - Laborious, and’ laft of all Deach and Infamy. ‘

SEcCT.

Sett.g.  (Christ’s Refurrection confirms the Dotlring of Christianity:

g

SeEcmw IX;I .

The poffibility of Chrift's Q'{eﬁtrre&ion; and that being g:ibiéd a}u;:i;
dol:tl{idly true, Chrif¥'s Doctrine i evidenced, and Chriftianity efta-
Blifhed. '

Urely no' Man can fairly deny credence to the Teftimonies recited,
unlels he Mall fuppofe the Refurrection of Chift co be like things
which imply a contradiction, impoffible to be dorte : which cannotbe faid
in our cafe. e mightindeed, if one fould affirm the fame Man alive
and dead at the fame time 5 But that a Dead Man fhould be reftored to
Life, by his efficacy, who at firltgave Lifeto Man ; why this fhould be
countc((impomble, there is no caufe, nor have wife Men believed it im-
poffible : For Plaro hath written the (ame of Er the Armenian, Heracli-,
des Ponticus of a certain Woman, Herodotus of Ariftens, Plutarih of
another; which wheiher truc or falfe, thew that Learned Men have
thought a Refusreétion no impoflible thing,  Neither can. any Man that
belicves there is a God, that be made the World, and is Owmnipotent, with
any fbew of veafon queftion the Refurreition as a thing impoffible : for it mnfh
néeds be everywhit as eafie (yea far more) to vaife 4 Dead Man to Life,than
to make the firft Man, yea the whole World of Nothing. ‘
Now it itbe neither impoffible for Chrift to have returned to Life,
and cvidenced by fufficient Téftimony, (wherewith the Jewifh Mafter
Bechas being convinced, acknowledged the truth thereof ) and the fame
Chrift, as both his own Followers and other Men confefs, publithed a
new Do&rine as By Divine Authority ; it truly fllows that the Do-
@rine istrue, becaufe it cannot confift, neither with the Wifdom or Ju-
fice of God, in foexcellent a way to honour him who had been guilty of
fallhood in fo great a matter, efpecially when he himfelf, before his
Death, foreto]f his Difciples of his Death, and the kind of Death ;
and his R efurrection alfo, adding thefe things hould come to pafs for the
confirmation of his Dofirine. And thus is the Ghyiftian Religion confir-
wed for a moft fure andundobted verity,above and beyond what can be pre-
tended for Mabumetifin, Fudaifin, (as now maintained by the Fews) or
any other Religionwhatfoever held in oppofition thereunto,

SecrT X
Thé (hriftian Religioni excels dll other Religions in'the World.

11 He former Arguments are dfawn from Matter of Fac, let us now
A come tothofe that proceed from the nature of the Doctrine. Sure-
ly cither all the Worfhip of God is wholly to be reje@ted, (which he will

' I3 never
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never agree 1o, who believes there is a God, and fuch a God as hath care of
the World ; and who confiders Man, . endued both with excellent Under-
ftanding, and with Power tochbfe moral Goad and Evil ; and cherefore
having limfelf Matcer, usof Reward, foof Puniflment likewife: )
or ¢lf; this Religgips is-tobeadmiteed, not only tor the evidence of Fad, .
whareol, we Bdve (l%chn, but .ul}h-_fo: the things intrinfical,. and of che
very nature of the {'cli'gion it {clf. -

Secing no other Religion in any other Nation or Age can be produ-
ced, cither more excellent in Reward, or more perfeé in Precepts ; or
for the'mannes. wheteby it was commanded to be {pread, more admirable:
Orawvhich g.of&grfatc/}”mmml;' the excellency of the High Pricft, Sacrifice
andiAvar, - pevsilining o Ghriftianity, us that by whish the fame is confecra-
o e, demfnct,

To beginwiths he:High Prieft of this Holy Profeffion, Chrift fefus, wh
gmu‘/f‘l-""‘”"Aﬂ“m and the Pricfls rlejcm):ﬁng j_;rom him, i;)ﬂnﬁ}g‘ ’of"/li:
Lepfonal Exeellinsyy-being immacnlate or Sinlef, which is not fomnuch as pre-
tended by any of the Priejtly Tribe of Wvacl, For the Law maketh Men High
Prigftesvhich have infmity : bue-vhe Word of the Qath, which was fince the
L, maketh the Son who is confecrated for evermore.  They swere finful
Men, und therefore did offer firft for their own Sins, and then for the S tirs
of the People, and were not Jiffercd to comtinne by reafon of death.  Our
High Pricft barh abolifbed Death, liveth cver, hath an unchang able Pricft-
boods, Heéb. 7, 24, Made a Pricffwith an Oarh, by bim that fnmm and will
ot yepent, Thonart o Pricft forever, &c. By fomuch was Fefiss g Suree of
a better Teftament thanthat of the Law, as that the one is ﬁdingl, and {/}f.
othéy permanent : He is not 4 Minifler of the Tabernacle pitched by Man,
but that which the Lord pitch:d, being fet om vthe righs Hand of the Throne
of '‘the Majefly in the Heavens, Hieb. 8. 12, Thisis the Priefl of the New
Teflamenty Fefus the Son of God, Heb. 3. 14,  On'this ground his Fol-
Jowers /};c encouraged in thety Profeffion, becaufe he is able to fave to the
1steymofs,

Now what can be faid by any Nation, Tongne, or People, finc -
tion - Did any [uch Pri{j} arife among tlmgNz:ti(gm? {’)‘u’n:f it eif,/;;tcriﬁ-
tended ; but the contrary is granted by confent of all Nations, by the cn’;n‘i-
anal-inverraption of their Sacrifices, by Death and other (hanges. The
Fews themfelves pretend not vhar any bt the Meffiah can be ﬁllf a Prieff,
It is reported of Rabbi Nathar, that being defired to exponnd the S:rz'pn/ré"
Ifa52. 3, 45 5. Hewas wounded for our ‘Franfgreflions, &, Turnis ,
to the Hebrew Text, be anfivered, 'That the Prophet fpake of the Mcmaﬁg.
and further faid, That the Spirie of the Mcffiah was prefent with God 1;
the fall of Adam and Eve, and in mercy fiooped down to Man’s Mifery
and undertook to bear Man’s Infirmity 5 and chereby made Rcconcihyx:
tionl ;v}'uh Ciod&'_an;l defended- Man from Wrath, otherwife the Wo:i(l
could have had nio {onger continuance, 1n régard God’s ice cut
otherwife have been fatisfied,  Forafiunch gl;m s the J"]uaﬁvfct(/:/?;)](ll:z:
confeffthe Meffiah only to be the Repairer of Mankindy by flooping dowin to
Ma's Mifery, and undertaking to bear Man's Infirmity,” and that swithows
this theWorld conld wot continue 5 It muft needs folloy that theiy Higl) Pricgp.

hood
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bood is: inferior o the High Pricfthood of Ghriftsanity, wpowthis j}qo[zyitio;i;
(which is_ nop hard to prove) that Jefus s the Chyiff, ~ And confequently

that.our Religiomismore excellent than any other Religion whatfoever, im this .

refpeits

e

f a

Sect XL
Of ‘the Sacrifice and Altar pertaining to Chriftianity.

s He Lovd Ghyift being acknowledged the moff cxcelicnt:High Pricﬁ; heé

excellency of his S/m/ﬁm: cannot be denyed ; It being his owa moff -

[;[f]fed Bady,w/;it/: he freely offered, through. the Eternal Spirit (o by wir-
cue of bis Divinity) withou* [pot toGod for the Sinaf Mankind 5 it is there«
fore called the S acrifice of himfelf; Heb.g. 26.. And of that perpetnalVertue,
| that it needs not daily tobe offered, (as all other Sacrifices mnft be repeated)
becanfe by one Offering it perfectoth what concerns the neceffity of Man 5 and.
isto God an Offeving of 4 fivees-[melling favonr, Ephef 5i2., And doth:
thercfore excel all the Offersngs and Sacrifices which were offered by the Law,:
which flood in Meats, Drinks, the Blood and Flefb of Bullsy, Goats, &c.
which God hath now rejeited, as having pleafire therein: For haw is i
pollible that [fich Sacrifices fhould cleanfe the Sin. dqﬁ/cd*(}w;frimcu of Men?
And thongh many of the Gentiles did facrifice Humane Flefb unto their falfe
Deities, yet thefe were pollused Sacrifices, being finfil Flefby as welb as for.
other Canfes, and therefore could wot purge others from Sin. oo
Of the Ghriftian dltar the [wme confideration is to be had: for fith the Al-
tar j}tm';{ﬁz-: the Gift, it can be nothing inferior to bimfelfy that is, the Lord
Fefis. Th
had pﬂpared for him, and fer in an unclean place 1 But the Altar whereor:
the Chriftian Sacrifices are dcoepted, is faid to be before the Throne of God,
Rev. 8.3. where the High Prief himfelf entred to prefent his Sacrifice;
and [3 10 appear inthe prefence of God for s And this is that whereof Ghri-
flians have right to eat, by Eaith, feeding daily npon the Flefb of Ghrift,
which is Meat indeed, and the Blood of Chrift, which is Drink indeed,  Awd
thus from the excellency of Chriffis Sacrifice, and Mtar, we infer the Excel~

lency of Ghriftianity it felf.

XIL
Of the Excellent Reward annexted to the Chriftian Religions

Sect

Ow concerning the Reward, €hat is the end propofed to Man, be-

canfe that (as we ufeto fay) is the firftin intention, though laft in

execution; ‘Mofes in the Infticutes of Fudaick Religion, if we regard

¢only ) the cxprefs Covenants of the Law, promifed-nothing above thg
g00

ongh he was pleafed to offer bus own Body upon the Croff, which Men”
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good things of this Life, a fruictul Land; and plentiful Store, victor
over Enemies, Jongand healchful Age, and hopefEul Poftetity. ’vs‘/]ﬁ? ‘i);
beyond thefe, is vailed under Shadows; or to be collected by wile and
dfficule Ratiocination s [ Whichmyfeerions Difconrfes, though t}‘m; were ve-
vy much unvailed by the Prophets; which that People was bleffed with abun-
dintly by God, who cared as well for their Eternal as their Temporal Happi-
neffi] Yet thofe that attended only on the Pentateuch, as the Sadduces,
renounced all hope of good things to be attdinéd after this Life. AmOné
the Grecians, who received their Learning from the hands of the Ghalde-
ans and Agyptians, they that conceived dny hope of dnothér Life, after
the end of this, fpake of it with much hefitancy ; as appears in the Dt
feitations of Socrates, inthe Writings of Tully, Seweca, and others : -and
when they foughe Arguments for it, they found very litele certainty 5
for what they alleadg, moft of it holds no better for Man than ,Beaﬂs.’
This being obferved by fome others, it is not much to be admired; if they
devifed a tranfmigration of Souls, from Men into Beafts; from Beaits
into Men. And this again being built on no certain Teftimonies or Argu-
ihents, and yet it being clear that fome end was propofed to Man, others
werc enclined o fay, that Vertue is Reward to it felf, and a wife Man
is happy enough when he is tormented in the Bull of Phalaris.  But this
alfo, and not without caufe, difpleafed others, who were fenfible enough,
tha!: \{vllere Dangers, Incommodities, Torments, and Death are; theré
Felicity, efpecially the higheft, cannot dwell, unlefs Men could content
themfelves with a found of words without reality ; and therefore thefe
Men placed the fupream Good,.aud the end of Man in fuch chings as
bring pleafure tothe Senfes. Bu this Opinion too is by very many and
thatby. found Arguments, sefuted, as an Opinion that extinguiﬂlet}; all
Honefty, and dlegradeth Man, born and erected for higher things, into
the rank of bruicifh Creatures, which with their down-cuft looks regard
nothing but whatis carthly. 2 18
In fo many doubts and by-ways Mankind went aftray i

when Chrift brought into the World the true Knowlcd};; :ftht?fe “e\ﬁz,
Not but that it wasin & good meafire revealed before, and underftood by -uéry
many 5 yet mot fo cvidently veveal:ds avd openly fer forsh to all, as now 1
ivas by ghrljl ; who, promifed his Followers after this Life, a Life, not
only without Death, without Pain and Trouble, but attended alfo with
Joy unfpeakable; and that not only to a part of Man, that is, his Soul,'
of whofe hopeful felicity after this Life, was extant (even nmm,g the Hea-
thens) pastly by fome Conjecture, and partly by Tradition: But now
made as manifelt concerning the Body alfo, with a great deal of reafon;
that ‘as the _ISody for the Divine Law often fuffers Hurts, Tortures, and
Death, fo it (hould ac laft be pureaker of the reprefentation, is the Glo-
vious Refurrection. Now the. Joys which are promifed are not vile, as
Banquets #o fatisfie the [enfual dppesite, which the grofs Jews hope for af.
tcythns Life 3 nor the Pleafures of the Bed, which the Mabymetans pro-
mife to themfelves: Thefe are.proper to this frail Life, in the modeft uje
t/)crfqﬁ and by God's Ordinance a Remedy againft Fornication, Butths’
Delights of the Lite to come, are perpetual vigour of Body, and more

than
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than Star-like Beauty ; in the Soul perfect Lluderﬂanding, even of - God-
and his Providence,and of what now lies hid ; a Will quiet;taken up with
the fruition of God ef} pecially,and with-the admiration and praifeof him:
briefly,all things beteer far than can be conceived, by* comparifon’of the
boft and greacet things we know it this World, becanfe e fball be like.
Fefus, for we Joall fee bi:;g-n‘s:b:i:, 1 Coritrz. 1 Johng.as

G ssew XL
Of the Excellency .of €hyiftian Precepts 5 and . abont tlze'%kjbip'
S of: Godi " IR SR

~~He next tlfing:Whetein Ghriftian Religion:excels all other; thatarey
A" or have been, is the exceedin fan@ity “of Precepts, both in-things
pertaining to the Worthipof God, and thereft, ‘The Pagan Rites al-:
wnoft all che World over, as Porphiry (hews at Jarge, and the Sea-Voyages'
of our Tinics do-confirm, wese full of Cruelty : For:in moft places the
cultom was, to appeafe theirGods with humane Blood 5 *a’ cuftomwhich-
neither the Grecian Learnings nor the Roman Laws ‘took away. : And.
cheix moft Sacred Myfetics (as they [uppofe:them) cither of Geres, ox Liber
Pater, were moft full of all obfcenity, as appeared after the Veil of their
fecrecy was taken away. Which Glemens Alexandyinu, and others,
Kgely declare, Moieover, the days coiifceratc to the honout of ‘theit
Gods, were celcbrated with fuch Spectacles, as Gato was afhamed to be
prefent at. o

Now though the Judaick Religion had in it nothing unlawful. or un-
décent y et to keép the Drople; who were'ptone to Idolatry; ‘ftom ‘de."
parting from the Truth, it was encumbréd with many Precépts of flich
things as of themfelves were neither good nor evil, namely, flaying of
Beafts, Circimcifion, the-‘sxaét Reft"of the Sabbathj and the intetdi-.
&idn of fundry. forts of. Meats, Some whereof the Mahnmetans have
borrowed, ‘adding to them the prohibition of Wine, R

But che Chriftian Religion teacheth to worlhip God, the pureft Spirit,
with Spiritual Puricy, and-with fuch Works, as of their own Natute,.

o

# without any Command, are moft fit to be done, Fohn 4. 34, Romw, 12, 1.

And yet containesh a few [olemn Rites ?wmmaryd from Heaven;! $0:com-
amemirate the Love of God'in the Gift of his Son 5 and for Chriftians £0 ex-
prefs their Unity aind Gommmunion inthe Myftery of the Gopel, -1t com-
mandeth not the Flefh €6 be Circumcifed, but the Lufts of the Flefly,
Rom.2.28,29. Phil.3.3. Not to ccafe froma!l Work, but that which
is unlawtul, and yer t0 employ muchy time in the Worfbip of God.  Not to
offer unto God the Blood or Fat of Beafts; but if need be, to facrifice
our own Blood for a Teftimony to his Truth; and to belicve what we
give of our Rftatesto the Poor, to begiven to God, Masth. 6, 4. Notto
“abftain from certain kinds of Meats and Drinks, but toufe both with that

1 Cor$.8,
5 Cor,20.16+
Heb. 12,40

woderation, which is conveniént for owr Health s And (omewhas by .

Tafting,
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Chriffim Religion teachesh tn frgive Wrangs.  Book L'

Luke u-‘;q-
Mat.6.18,
John 1214
Yuke 11. 18
Mat.21.31T0
Ronu4.28,

Fafting, to fubdue the Body totheSoul, that it may be the bettex raifed

tothings above. Butche Chief pare of Ghrifiiaw Religion is placedina *

pious Confidence,. whereby we belng compofed to faithful Obedience,
rely wholly upon God, and without doubting believe his Promifes ;
vihencealfo Hope fprings, and fincere Love, both to God and our Neighe
bour, fothat we abferve his Laws not fervilely, forfear of punithment,
tut to pleafe him, and to have him accordingto his infinite Goodnels our
Facher and Rewarder.  Morcover, we are commanded to pray, not that
we may obtain Riches, or Honours, or other fecular things, that have
proved hurtful to thofe that have defired chem ; but fielt, 20 pray for fuch
things as more immediately velate vo the Glory of Gedy as that his »{[mm may
s e prophanad, -but- ballowed or Janitified * that bis Kingdom may be ad-
wncedp in Righteoufnefi, and perfeiied in its Glopz 3 That his Will miy be
doney and not ours, but that we in all things may be fubject to him. And
for our felves, weare allowed te pray for fo much of t{ds Worlds goods
as Ndsure wants, leaving thereft to Divine Providence, not over-much
caring which way God (hall difpofe them,  But the things which lead to
Fternity, shofe weare taughtto ask wich all forventacfs, that is, pardon
of our Sine pafty the aid of the Spirit for time to come, whereby fortified
againft all Errors and Temptations, we may perfevere in the way of
Dicty o theend, This is ériefly-the Worthip of God in Chriftian Re-
ligion, than which certainly nothing can be devifed more worthy of

SecT. XIV.

What Chriftian Religion teacketh more excellently than others, refpetting
thofe that traj]m/%' againf we,

F the fame Hesvenly Natare are the Duties required towards our

Neighbous, im the Ghriftian Way, whichhereim excels allothers, The
Religion o%' Mohuraes, may sruly be faid to be born in Arms, breaths no-
thing but Arms, and by Arms is propagated,  So the Laconsan Inflituses,
swoft commended among the Gresians, even by Apolls’s Oracle, were all
direded to puiffancein War, as Arifforle notes, and blames chem for ic.
Dutthafame Ariflatle faith amifs himfelf, when be sells we that War is na-
tural againft Berbarians s when the contrary is true, that Nature hath
con(tituted Amity and Society among all Men s swhich excellens Principle
of Love and Fricndfbip is mach furthered by the Rules of Ghriftianity. And
indeed wha is more unjuft than for fingle A&sof Muxther to be punifh-
ed with Death 5 and deftruction of whole Nations, as an honourable At-
chievement, to beglosified with Triumphs ¢ And yet by what other
means, but by War, oftentimes openly unjuft, (as themfelves confefs
of the Warof Sardinia and Gypyss) didthat fo Celebrious City of Rome,
tife to fo great Renown ¢ And indeed generally, as moft worthy Hifto-
rians have selated, Robbery ous of their own Bounds, moft Nation;

accounte

\
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accounted no Dithonour.  Arifkerle and: (icero, snake Revenge o' part of 4igone.
valonr. The.Gladiators (or Sword-Players ) mutual \Slaugg‘;ltﬁk? wiére Cicetor

to the Pagans delightfil, among their publick Plays. 'T9 expofe, of fuf~
Sfer their hildyen to be devoured by wild Beasts if thsy were any way Diefoym-
edy was ordinary; no Law forbidding it. ‘ e
. The Hebrews truly had a better Law, a more holy Diltiplitie, yer
being a People of unruly Paffions, fome of their Infirmities were wink-
ed at, or indulged, as their eagernefs againft the feven Nations ¢hue
had merited Extirpation; wherewith not contented, they had enlarped
their hatred to all People different From themfelves, the mitks Whetedf
to this Day appear in theit Prayers, coticeived againft the Chriffians.
But Lo fatiate their Paflion by the Law of Retaliation, 'to kill the Man-
flayer by the private hand of n Kinfman, was perniitted by t\h\éj,mw,
Deut, 19,21, ' ‘ TN
Bt fuchi the Escellency of the Law of Chift, that it wholly foibids
to return Injury, whethé in word or deed, left the Malice we reprovein
others, we-again approve by Imittition 3/ it cohimadds to do ggog;;:
the Good efpecially, and to the Evil too after God’s' Example; o
whofe Goodnefs we have received Stm, Stars, Aliry Shdwres,"asj‘ébm-
-mon Gifes to all Mankind, Xes, {6 perfeit is the Law of Chrift, this it
fbrikes at the oot of she-deteftuble fin of Hatved und Mayeher, st sy
Angerwhich is astended with Siny and thowgh Anger iy be uwﬁ[; i
is nok permitted 10 Ghriftians o let the Sum go down in their whathi Now
arcthey permitsed to pray, withous an'heart a5 veady 3o forgive thoft thas
trefpafs againft shem, as shey defire God to be yeady #o firgive them. "I &
word, this isthe Ghrifiiam Law, to vender tono Man evil for evil, big §oover-
come evil with good ; o love thofe that hase-shem, fm /}C shofe thib difpive
filly ufe them and pevfecute thens s Precepes hardly founll in dny Religion jn
the World except the Chyiftian, being cvidensly of a viste noble defeeht dnd
higher Pitch, thanthe beft Moralift can fathow, of d{iaiﬁ 2, B

e
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Of the Excellency of the Law of Chriftianity :.abm oﬂ;‘m', tomlp
ing Marriage. ' b

SECT,

THe conjundtion of Male and Femiale, whereby Mankind s Proja
gated, is a thing moft worthy the carc of Laws, It is no wonder .
it was neglected by the Pagans, when the Gods they adored, are fo fa-
mous (or rather infunous ) For their Whotedoms and Adulteries, to
fay nothing of Buggery, which they leatned by the example of their
falfe Gods; into whofe numbee was referr'd. upon that [core Ganpmed,
and afterward Antinons.  The fame mputity is frequent among the Ma.
humetans, among the Ghinefis, and other Nations, it is allowed lawful 3
and the Greek Philofophers feem to have taken pains to impofe tipon a
foul Thing, a fair and comely Title. Thofe Greeks, the moft Emincn§
0
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of them, baving praifed.a community of Women, what have they elfe
dong, byt turned the whole City into a common Stews.  The very Ani-

mals, ‘fome. of them, obferve a conjugal Covenant s How much more:
fhould the divineft Creature, Man ¢ That he might not (pring out of.
' ¢ o the mutual affe@ion that Nature. hath kindled.

unceitain’ Seed, an
betwegn the Parent, and the Childran, be utterly extinguithed.  How a4
moff incredibly vile the, Nasjonswere-by unlawful Lufls, is fot - down byvhe:
UApofle, Rom. 1, who in the juft judgment of God, they refufing o glorifie
(,J:d, were given up to vile Affections, for even the Women did change the
natural ple into that which is agajnfti Nature 3 and likewife the Men lea-
vipg the natural r;j_&{_ the (vomenburned.in their Lufls one towards another,
Men,with Men working shat which is wnfeemly: all which Impurities, ave fo
abandoned where Christianity raigneth; that thefe things are fiayce imagined
as polfible to be adked; [o pure and o powerful is that holy Religion, tothe kil-
ling fuch Iniguities.. The Hebrew Law, indecd, forbids al Uncleannefs,
but allows one Man. many Wives, Dest. 17, 16, 17, and gives. the
Husband power to difinifs his Wite wpon every caufe, Deat. 24, 1, 2 33
Whichi* at'this; Day.is in ufe, among the Mabumetans, and was of old
amop, 5 the Greeks and Latines, with {o great and odions Licenfe, that
their‘i\’ibes were out to Llfe; and lent for a time by the Laconians, and

by Catoy So. pndig{ot_;/l‘]. olifly were their Wife-Meny and fo unwholefome.,
hich

svere the Laws wnder which they lived,

But the moft .perfect Law of Chrift, pierceth to the very roots of
Vices, and condemneth him that affaulted any Wornans Chaftity, or
defloured her with his Inftful Eyes, as, guilty in the Judgment of God;
Wwho.beholds the Heart of Sin defired, though not performed; And fee-
ing all true Friendthip is perpetual and indiffoluble; juftly hath it required
thag Tye. to be fuch, that contains with the fociery of Affe@ions, the
communion of Bodies.too; which without queftion doth more conduce
alfo to the good education of Childsen, Herice our Saviowr establifbeth Mar-
ridge, according to its Institution in Payadife, Mat. 9. 9. where the Lord
Joyned one Man and one Womian togesher.  And the Apostle, a2 Sfidly diveits
every Man to have but one Wife, as every Woman to have but one émbzmd s
1 Cor, 7. Amon% the Pagans, fome few Nations were content with
fingle Wivess as the Germans, and Romans, This is the ufe of. Chri.
ftians, thattheaffection the Wife intirely beftows on her Husband, may
be paid withequal Retribution ; and that the Honthold Government may
be more rightly ordered under one Guides nor permits divers Mothers to
bring in difcord among the Children, '

SecrTt XVIL

Of the Excellency of Chriftian Doftrine abont: earthly StibStance,
above what other Laws prefcribe.

“T7 0 come to the ufe of fuch things, as are commonly called Goods,

= Weknow Thefts were permitted by fome Pagan Nations, namely
the

Book L.
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voyptiansy Diod. Sice). 1. fiue Licurgo, as alflo the Spartans; ind
3-;2 ;‘5 {ftﬂ;en’nitted not the like{:; private L’crfqps, “made it{hcir in Ploy;-
ment in publick ; @5 the ‘Roman Orator once faid, 1f they did reflore t6
cvery one their own, &e. . v ,

The Hebrews indced du} not fuc}l thmgs, yet weré they p.ermlcteii to
take Ufe of Strangers, their difpofition being favoured by their 'L;Lw that

romifed Riches, Lev.26. 5. Dent, 8. to the due ovbfervem.f i,

But the Chriftian Law, not only prohibits all kind of Injuttice, andl

that with refpect to all Perfons, whether Friends, or Enemies s bue alfd
forbids us to place our ftudy in tl\oﬂ:.periﬂ)ing things, Mat. 6,24. Be-
caufe our mind is not able with fufficient diligence to ‘attend the care of
ewo feverals, that do eachrequire the whqle Man, and.of:-times diftract
usdivers ways. And again, both in getting and keeping Riches, there
is a Sollicitude, that draws with it a kind of Servit}lde, and Vexd-
tion, and fo corrupteth the dplightwc hope for out of Riches. And_ the
the things wherewith Nature is contented are but fcw? and to be ol;tzuncd
without much Labour and Expence : Neverthelefs if God ﬂm'll Imdulgc
us more than is neceflary, we arc not commanded to throw it l'n[().thti
Sea, as fome Philofophers have unwifely done, nor to detain it wx[h-_
outufe ; but to fupply the nceds of other Men, cither by giving or lend-
ing to them that ask; Mar. 5. 42. Luke 6. 35, 1 Tim. 6. 17, as it beft
becomes Men who belicve themfelves to be Procurators and S}cwards of
God Almighty, their Father. For a Benefit well beftowed, is Treafure
full of good Hope, and is neither ﬁlqu& to the violence of F hxevgs, nor
tovariety of other Accidents.  OF this true and fincere Liberality, an
admirable Example is left us by the Primitive Chriftians, when even
from Musedonia and Achaia, was (ent relief to Paleftine, Rom. 15, 25,26,
jult as if the whole World, of thefe profufling the Name and Doitrine of
Chrift, werebutone Family., And there is added in the Law of Chrilt
“that Caution alfo, that our Bencficence be not defloured by any expe-
&ation of recompence, ot glory fyom Men, Mut. 6. 1, 2. The foc
lofeth its reward from God, if befide God it look at any other reprefen-
tation : Now that no man may (as the manneris) cover his Tenacity,
or withholding bis band from good Works, with this pretext, a fear left
‘himfelf in old Age, overtaken with fome Calamity, fhould have need
of what he is requircd to give in Alms; our Law promifeth a fpecn:_ll,
care of fuchas kecp thofe Preccpts, Mat. 6. 32. and to cherifh the{t
Confidence, reminds them of God’s Providence, Mat, 7. 26. confpi-
cuous in feeding wild Beafts and Cattel, and in adorning the Herbs and
Tlowers. Now it were an unworthy thing to disbelieve fo Good, fo
Powerful a God, as an ill Debtor, nor to truft him longer than we hold
pofleffion of a Pledg. ,

H Suct.
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Of Swearing, and other Precepts, refpecting Converfation. Book I

10t 302,
Mat, 10, 16,
1 Cor.3.20,210,

‘ XVIL
Of Swedriig, and other Precepts, refpecting Converfatio,

SeEcT

Ther Laws forbid Perjury, but the Chriftian Law requires us to
ablain from all vain Protcflations, and from all unneceffary Affe-
verations ; and to be fuch punctual keepers of ‘our Word; and lovers of
Truth inall our Specch, thae'there may be rio need to exad an Oath from
usatall, Briefly, there can be nothmg found out; i the Law of Na-
turey the Grecian Philofophets, orin the Sentences of the Hebrews, or
other Nations, thatis Excellent, concerning Modefty, and Temperance,
and Goodnefs, and difcreer Behaivour; concerning Prudence, the Of.
fice of Magiftrates, bonoured by Chriftianity as God’s Orilimamce, Rom. 1 3,
requiving every Soul to be fubject thereto, Yfor the Lords fake: OF Parents
and Chudren, Husband and Wife, Mafter and Servaut, but efpecially
touching Vicestobe fhunned, which by a fair fhew of Vertue, deceived
molt of the Greeks and Romans ; namely the itehing defives of Honours
and Glory, Laftly, The fum of all Precepts, admirable for the folid
Brevity, to love God above all things, and our Neighbours as our felves
that is, todo toanother, what we would have done unto our felves,
Againft this commendation of Christian Religion, it is wont t0 be obje:
ckedby fime, andparticularly the Jews, The great difference of Opinions
amony Chriftians : whence is fprung alfo a multitude of Se&s: By
shongh this may better be wrged to prove the Doitrine of Christ to be Good than
otherwife, fith Satan and wicked Men, abways went about to wifehief fuch
as walk in the Truth, by stirring up Commotions arid Distraitions amon,
themy wh [e differences alter wot the Doctrine, which Stands us the cleayes)
Witnefs against fuch Difords.  Yet we have another Anfwer ready, wviz,
"That che fume accident befuls almoft all Ares whatfoever, partly l;hrough.
the imbecility of humane Underftanding, and partly becaufe Judgment
is over{wayed by Affection s yet are thefe varieties of Opinion wont to
confift within the bounds of cerwain Truths agreed on, whence Argu-
ments are drawn in Difputations of the Queftions, s among the Jews
(who cannot boast of their Uniy) rhe Pharifees, Sadduces, and Effeans
&c, differed as much as Christians, yet they all acknowledged one Desyy om:
Law, and one Lawgiver 5 and their differences were afm the Expoj’ih’m
of the famo Law, The Heathen may not boaft in this cafe: for according to
their Nations, fowere their Gods 3 t(,'c variety of Gods adored by the fame
Nation, as may be feen in Homer, of the Wa]rs of Troy, in Avg, deCi-
witate Dei; of the flate of the Romans, Goths, and Vandals.” In hu-
wane Arts, as the Mathematicks, it is difputed, whether a Circle liny
be Quadrated: It is agreed on all hands, that equal pares belng tak;en
awiy from Equals, the renainders are equal.  The like we fee in Phy.
fick and Medicine, and other Arts, So alfo the difcrepance :lmor{
Chrittians, who swere fincere lbvers of thar Holy One, and bis Gofpel iy
general ( for all are not Ghriftians that call themfelves (5 ) conld not fpoyl,

t//a/tg/;
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;/;mg/; it may injure, the Harmony of the Principal Points ; .thatis, the
agreement in thoft Precepts, from which we have efpecially taken cfti-
mation’ of Chriftian Religion 5 the certainty whereof is apparent In
this, That whofoeverin the heat of their Quarrels feek out matter of
difference, yet do not proceed fo far, as dircély to deny thofe things
commanded by Chrift 5 no nat they who will not compofe their Life af-
ter that Rule; and if any one will be fo abfurd as to contradi@ thefe
Precepes of Ghriftiatity whereof we have {poken, he muft be numbred
with the Philofopher that denied the whitenefs of Snow, For as thele
are refelled by Senfe, [0 are they by confent of Chriffians in el Nations,
and of the Books written by the Primitive Chriftians, and their imme-
diate Succeffors, who fealed the Faith of Chrift with their Blood, What
all thefe acknowledg (efpecially the Primitive Witneffes) 1o be the Do-
Grine of Chrift, muft be accounted To by evety uprigh, Judg 5 as Plata
isbelieved, Xenmophon, and other Socrarifts, concerning the Dodtrine of
Socrates 5 the School of Stoicks, in thofe things which their Matter Zeno
vanghe.  And indeed nothing can be objected agasnst the certainty of the Do
drine of the Guofpel being Chrift's, which will not equally call Mofes himfelf
in queftion, and all Authors of any Form of Dojirine whatfoever, iwhether
fuch Daltiines were theirs, D

XVIIL

"The Euninieicy of the Author of ChriStianity, and the manfir of its béing
propagated, fhews it to be very excellent.

SecT

Nothet Point wherein Chriftian Religion excels all other which are
A or may be devifed, is themanner whereby it was delivered and pro-
pagated s where firft we muft look upon the Author of the Religion, The
Authors of the Grecian Wifdom, confeffed the uncertainty of their Do-
Grine, faying, Truth was asit were drowned in a deep Well, and our
Mind like the Night-Owl to the Sun’s Light, is dim-fighted to behold
things Divine s And therefore it war no miftake in Paul, to fay thefe Di-
Jouters of this World throngh Wifdom knew not God,  And Lefide there
were none of them but were fome way vitious, either for flactery of
Princes, or for impure Love, or for fnatling Impudence.  All are con-
vinced of Envy onc towards another, by this very Argument, their con-
tentions about words, andof things of no moment ; and of boldnefs in
God’s Service ; for that when they belicved one God, laying him afide;
they worfhipped others, and fuch as they believed to be no Gods, making
the Cuftom of the People the Rule by which they fquared their Religi-
on, Laflly. Of the Rewardof Picty, they aflested nothing firmly, as
is manifeft in the laft Difcourfe of Secrares before his Death s Awd confe-
quently their Religion which conld affure nothing in point of Reward, miff
needs be far from Excellent.

To proceed ; Mahumet was the Author of a Religion far and wide di:
fperfed,

Democrit,
stpud Cit s
1 Aewd



18 Chrifbianity inoft esiinent for the Author

Book I Seét. 19. Of the Propagationof Chriffianity. 2§
fperfed, but he was all his Life given over to Luft, which his own Fol-
lowers do not deny, and his own Alcoran doth make appear, himfelf faying, b N ! ,
That it was allowed ;o him to have as many Women as be p/e;ﬁ'd; An'd, xlfc‘ .‘ Ster XIX

Reward he promifed, conlifting in Feaftsand Venery, he gave no affu-
rance it Monld ever be extant, for his Body is not faid to ﬁave réturned
unto Life again, nay to this hour it lies buried at Medina. .
Nesxt for the Hebrew Law-giver, Mofes: He was indeed arireMan, ' '
but not excufed from all blame, feeing, with much regree, he atlaft un- ! Author: Whilch if we madrk well; are of fucli a Nature, that if fl‘;‘l““i‘:““ﬂ
dertook rhe Meffage God fent by him to the King of f%g]pt, Exod.2.10, § God have aby care of Humane Affuirs, the Dorine can be believed to i, con, Do
and thewed fome diffidence of God’s Promife, about drawing Water from ! be no lefsthan Divine, It was a thing becoming the Diviné Providence, verfs-
the Rock, Numb. 20, 12. asthe Hebrews do confefs.  Neither did he i )

Oforivmi in
obtain fearce any part of the Reward he promifed his People by the Law,

to take care that the beft things might be moft common, and'of largeft L.
extent: So is Chriftian Religion, which. we fec is tanghe through all ?rljfi}’f-w
being vexed in the Defast with perpetual Seditions, and entred not intg :
the Land of Promife.

Europe, yea in the utmolk Recefles of the Noxth 5 and through all. 4fia, Aug B
; the [flands of the Ocean not excepted ; thtough Egypr alfo, and Erhio-
But Chrift is fct forth by his Difciples, without the leaft fpot of Sinj ' ‘
and by his Enemies is not accufed of any Fault that can be proved by

piay and fome other parts of Afiick 4 lattly, through dmerica too, Nor
competent Witneffes, What he prefcribed to others, he pérformed

“s 1t fo only in our Time, but in former Ages (and probably with far
[ greater purity) as appears by all Hiftories; by the Books of Ancient Chri-

himfelf ; for the Commands laid upon him by God, he faithfully fulfil- i

led s inall bis Life moft innocent, 1 Per, 2. 22, of Injuries dnd Toi-

itians s by the Adts of Synodss by the Ancient Tradition flill preferved,
ments moft patient, (as he fhewed induring che Crofs ) moft Charicable

Turther of: the Propagation of Christianity.

Et us now confider the Effeéts of that Doctrine whereof Chrift Was pid Ad s

even among the Barbarians, of the Journeys and Miracles of St. Tho-
was, Andrew, and other Apoftles, How far the Name of Chirift was

Jiration, concerning the Author of any other

to all Men,. even to his Enemies, -even to them that cruelly nail'd him
to the Crofs, at once fuffering their Malice, and praying for them:
Then the Reward he promifed his Followers, himfelf is faid and proved
to have obtained, in a mof eminent way, After his Refurre@ion he
was fcen, heard, and felt of many : He afcended into Heaven in the
fight of the Eleven. That he reccived fupream Power there,is demonftra:
ted by the variety of Tongues, Afs 2.3, 4. given to thofe that were un-
learned Men s which can be no Fable, being [o openly done in the. prefence
of [o many thoufands of his Enemies 5 andthat to the Gonviétion and Conver-
[Jion of three thonfand of them at shat very times that it is impoffible to doubs
of this, if any thing in any Story, Sacred or Humane, may be belicved,
And, rogetherwith the Gift of Tongnes, other marvellous Gifts he poured
down upon his Followers, according to his Promife, before he left them,
Which as this bis faithfulnefito thefe his chofen Difciples, muft needs create
amoft fure confidence in them, with refpect to whatfoever he had promifed, or
ordered to be dowe 3 fo it will not fuffer us to doubt, ncither of his Faith,
nor of his Power, to render us that Reward which he hath promifed,
And feeing nothing like thisy either is or can be I{retmdtd with [uch demon-

eligion ; Hence we juftly
collet the Chriftian Religion is moft eminent herein, becaufe the Mafter
thereof himfelf performed what he commanded, and what he promifed,
himfelf obtaineds and as far as was hitherto mees, hath fulfiled his Word
unto his Adherents,

SEcT.

fpread in their Times among the Britains, Germans, and other..remote
Nations, is noted by Clemens, Tertullian, and others ; What Religion
is there that can equal the Chriftianin fo large a Pofleffion. If you name
Paganifin, you alledg thename, not Religion, for they adored not the
fame Deity, but fome the Stars, fome the Elements, fome the Beafls;
fome things of no Subftance 5 neither had they onc Rule or Law, not
any common Mafter of their Religion. The Fews indeed are difperfed,
but all one Nation; and fince the Time of Chrift, their Religion hath
received no notable encreafe.  Yea, their Law hath been made known
more by Chriftians than thmfelves.  Mabumetanifin hath enlarged it
{elf into Countries more than cenough 3 but not alone, there is a mix-
wure of the Chriftian Religion ; and in fome places the Chriftians are the
greater number, when yet Mabometans are not found in many of them,
where Chriftians arc, And fippofe thofe Chriftians, many of them, be much
degenerated from the purity of Ghriftianity, and fo perhaps do as much dif-
ﬁ"wice, as fervice to the Chriftian Ganfe: Yes [ith by this means the Di-
wine Lawof Christ (the Soriptures) have been tranflated into most Lan-
guages, God bath bis Witneff in thofe Nations, fer‘tin% forth as well the Wa
to fear and férve bim in fincerity, according to his Willy as vebuking tbaﬁ
shat falfly pretend tothas worthy Title of Ghriftian. -

i Si’.CTJ
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The fimplicity of the firft Preachers, &c.  Book'I.

XX,

The Tnfirmity and_fimplicity of the first Preachers of Chyiftiani
fhews the excellency of their ﬂ/ﬁnijtj;; or Religion, f i,

S Ec.T.

'I‘*H,w faping of Panly 2 Cor. 3. 7. We have this Treafure in Earthen’

Veflels, that the excellency of the Power may be i
give us occafion to confider with ndfl'nimttbn, by ,v‘{hut ;“j;;chilS// ’a::!ﬂjlnjgjr”).'
ments Chuftian Religion was carried {o far, that in this refpedt alfo l'lt
may be compared with others, We obferve how moft Men are fo affeéft
cd, that they eafily are drawn after the Examples of Princes and Great_:
Men ; and the more, if the Example be firengthned with Law and Force,
Hence had the Pagan Religions, hence had the Mabumetars their e
creale, asis abundantly fbewed by Recordsof thofe Times, ’

Buc che firlt Teachers of Chriftian Religion, were not only without
Command (or Aurhority) butof a very low Gondition, Fifber.men, Tons-
makers, and the like. ~ And yet by their Labours, the Doc“trine,wirhin
about thirty Years was propagated, not only through all the Pares of
the Roman ‘Empire, but cven to the Parthians and Indians: Neither at
the beginning only, but for three Centuries, by the Hands of private
Men, without any Threats, without any temporal Eucouragcmenlt)s and
notwithf{anding all the oppofition of fecular Rulers, was this Relj o
promoted.  So- that before Gonftantine gave his Name to Chriftia Ly
thl;\l wils xlmt l&xe le(Terfpart of the Roman World, e

ow the Mafters of Manners among the Grecia

ble for their other Ats, as the 1>l,mmif.ug for Geamet;i’t}:,:r}jzn :::::dz
for Natural an}ory, the S:oicks for Sophiftry, the Pytha ”PMW ;0:'
Mufick ; not a few of them, as Plaro, Xnephon, T/;:apllrnﬂmgwcrc ra
ce_d witha kind of adn_llmble Eloquence. Butche firft Doét(;rs of ChriT
ftianity had not the- aid of any fuch Art; Their Speech was with great
fimplicity, and wichout alluring Ornaments, contemptible nakeng d
cepts, Promufes, Threats ; which having not of themfelves an eﬁicql:-
cqual to fuch great Progrefs, we muft needs conclude, that either M} ay‘
cles, or the fecret affiltance of God, or both, profpered their Work l:"a-
;//3 Dc;ul a;m’ r/;; [Eqr;’z{yGl’ta{we;r ;/fndi”g continnally againft them, ;'t m;
e noother then Almighty God which (i 7 em i s wi
Iy 4 ‘g 4.'] ch fiood with them 5 as alfo is witneffed

SEcT.

) se&. 21.

Chyiftian Dotring overcame. all Impediments.

iy

Spcr. XX ,
“Tbe Tmpediments overcome by (hriftian Dottrine,  [hews zt}']Ex
cellency. i

E it further confidered , that the firft lji('ciples and "Followets of
thofe our Chriftian Doctors, had not minds unprepoffeffed ot cer-
tain former Religions,and fo not eafie to be framed to the form of thieReli-
gion they propofed, but the comrary : and heve the pulling dows of the o
Form’ according to the Law, might prove more difficult,. than: festin '-,ﬂ}: ‘the
aew form of Gofpel-Worfbip.  Whercas thofc that firt admitted .Nﬁbmetx
Law, were generally devoid of any Religiows Tye ; but contrariwife, where
our firft Preachers came, the People were ordinarily preingaged ro Opini-
ons, and ( that fecond nature Cuftome) repugnant to thefe new Do-
&rines 5 having been bred up, and by the Authority of their Country
‘Laws, and by their Parents confirmed in Pagan ldolatty, or Jewith Ce-
remonies. To chis Obftruction, was added another as great; that is,
moft grievous Sufferings, which prefented themfelves to the Profeffors
at the very entrance of Chriftianity, to be endured, or feared for that
Caufe. TFor feeing human Nature is abhorrent from Evils, it follows
that the caufes of fuch Evils arc not undertaken without much reluétan-
cy 5 for who that & wife would expofe bimfelfy and all his, ¥o inevitable
Ruiney but only in & Canfe that he is fure will produce sheveby an advantage
greater than the bofs. '
The door of- preferment was long fhut againft the Chriftians, and i#'s
moft likely bath been little apen at any time to insere Chriftiansy whilft the
way to Exile, or Sequefiration lay open, Thefe were lighter Marters ;
they were alfo condemned to the Mines, they were afflicted with Tor-
ments, the moft Cruel that could be invented, and to Deathoften: So
that the Writers of thole Times do teftifie, by no Famine, by no War,
by no Peftilence, was agreater multitude of Men confumed at one time,
Neither were the ways of Death vulgar, but Burnings alive, Croffes and
Punifhments of that {ort, which without greatelt horror we cannot read,
or chink upon. And this Cruclty, that continued without any long
breathing (paces, ( and thofe Intervals not every where) eill about the
Raign of Gonftantine, inthe Koman Empire, in other placeslonger,  Tes
were thefe Troubles (o far from diminifhing the Chriltians, that on the
.contrary thei Blood was compared to Seed; fo faft did they grow up
again after the Cutting down, :
Here alfo lec us compare with the Chriftians, other Religions: The
Ghreeks, and other Pagans, accultomed to vaunt and amplifie whae was
their own ; number fome few, who for their Doétrine fuffersd Death,
{ome Gymnofiphists, Socrates, and a few mores  Neither can it be eafily
denied, but thefe moft noted Perfons were emboldned with a defire of tranf-
mitting their fame uato Pofterity.
But among Chriftians that fuffered Deuth i the early Times of the Gof-
pely
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Book 1.
pely fortheir Dottrine, were very many Plebeans, fearce known to their
Neighbours, Women, Virgins, Youths, wholiad no appetite, uor pro-
bable hope of alafting Name ; and few of them are by Name recorded
in the Martyrologies, in refpect of the. great number thac fuffered for
the Christian Canfe, being oily honouted with  general Remeibrance,
It is worth obferving by the way, that by an eafie Situlition, as the
cafting a litele Incenfe upon the Altar of the Heathen Gods, very many
might have efcaped Deaths which cannot be (aid of thiem (for firch there
were.ariong the Philofophers) who whatfoever thoughts they concealéd
in-their Hearts, certamly their open Actions complied with the vulgar
‘Mapners: So that to have died for the Honour of God, is an Honour
lardly.communicated to any other but Fews and Chtiftians; not to tlie
Fews at_all fince the Times of Chrifts in former Times but a few of
them, if they be compared with Chriftians, More of whom ip fonic
one,Province, fuffered for the Law of Chrilt; than ever did of Fews:
Al} whofe Patience of that kind, is almoft reduced to the time of Manaf-
fesy cand dntiochus.
. Whercfore, when the Chriftian Religion in this patt alfu,fo infinitely
excels. all others, it deferveth to be preferr'd. before thein.  From'all
that fo great multitude of every Kind and Sex, divided by fo many
-Places, and who feared not to die for this Religion, but rather afier a

swonderful maner of Conrage, did many times put themfebves into the great-

cff jeopardy on that Account , contemning the face of the Prefidents, the
Teeth of wild Beafts, Fire, and all Inflruments of Toyment, ar very Straws
and Tops, not to be fearedor regarded,  Hpon this account of their brve to
Chriff, we muft conclude there was fome caufe of fo great Conftancy,

and noother caufe can be imagined butche Light of Truth, and the Spi-
ritof God. ' :

Secr XXIL

The Conclufion, veflecting briefly upon the former Difconrfes.

O conclude, fecing from the Grounds alledged, Chriftianity is a Re-

T ligion as certain, as any thing that is knowable by Men, by virwe

of the beft Records, or Monuments of Antiquity, whence the know-

ledg of the Things thiey recieve for true, are gathered 5 and that not

« not 1o wfigt only from the holy Scriptures, (the fureft and fulleft Witnefs thereof %)
upon the o= by al(o from the next Teftimonies of greateft Credit and Eftimation
f.f{‘:,'r:”:,/':f;l otherwife alleagable, whether Authorities, or rational Demonftration g
er/f!/}‘g”,“ infomuch chatall things muft befalle, if Chriftian Religion be not true,
fl;:‘i:{.}:-;zl;;./ from the fame Grounds on which Men build theit Objections againft the
:,/lllnl:r:yll:;’v’:lllﬂul she love of ity fit shar Witnefi (thaugh we in no wife comvemn) beimg more intvinfecal and par.

pyculary 18 1ct fo fiely vobe aliedged hevey wud the ruther for thias st might feem to be bullanced by Prerences us high
o the cantrary fidey though i resliny st camot be,

verity

Seét. 22. ChriSkian Dobrine overcaine all Tpiediments.

verity thereof :» It will, T erufh, abundantly fatisfic judicious Men, upon
their diligent eonfideration of the Ifroof‘s above, collected as you lmvg
heard, moftly out of the works of the Learned Author aforefiid; fo
¢hat it thall be needlels here to qdd any mote, '

And for the excellency of this holy Profeffion, fith it therein ﬂu’nds
not only upon cqpal Grounds, with what{ocver may bg faid for any othqr_
Religion which hath yetappeared in the World, but in many chings Cif
not in every thing that renders any thing truly excellent, efpecially in
a Divine, orSpiritual way of Excellency ) doth over-match upon th(_:
moft cqual Trial, the moft {pecious Religions any where extant. It fol-
lows, that layingaflide all Hefitancy, and watching againtt all low Con-
ceits of the Chriftian Faith, we devote our felves to honour this Holy

Calling, in affured confidence of the Beatitude annexed to it.

And becaufe this holy Profeffion, as other excellent Donations from
¢he Hands of a Gracious God, hath been abufed, injured, and njcndred
thereby lefs defirable ( through the enmity of Satan, and the indiligence
of Men) we {hall in our following Treatife, endeavour to fet forth the
Chriftian Religionin its ancient and naked Purity, and therein joyn our
Labours with thofe that fincerely axe for maked Truth 5 becanfe the is moft
lovely in that appearance, difrobing her (as much asin us lieth) of
all thofe gorgeons Vanities, wherewich too many of her pretended
Triends have burthened her, thereby rendring her more like the Vanities
of the Gentiles, than tlic folemn way of Chriftianity.

Add further, that which is as crying and dreadful a Confidération as
any other : ‘That this holy Title of Ghristian, thould be invaded by fo
many, and yet {o few found that walk inany meafure of Conformicy to
her facred rules of Piety and Morality.  Infomuch, that the Lord may
jultly complain againft this Generation, as he did againt the Houfe of
Ifrael, Hofea8. 12, I havewritten to hims the greas Things of my Liws
but they ave connted a firange Thing. Torcmedy all which unanfwerable
walkings towards a Gracious God (if itmay be ) are thefe Treatifes
written, and in the fear of God recommended to the confideration of all
profeffing Chriftianity, and to every one that are any way concerncd
therein.

K Chrifti-





