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“ Finally brethren, whatsoever hhmga are hrua wh&tsawer things
o Aare honest, Wha.tsc}ever things are just, whatsoever thmgs are pure,

whatsoever things are lovely,

! WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE OF GOOD REPORT,
G THINK ON THESE THINGS. '-—Philip iv. 8.
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136 THE GOOD REPORT.

The Dead Sea.

4 13
CONDENSED FROM = GosPEL TruTHS

[he waters are charmingly blue, but bitter to the taste—very salty.
People do not sink in this water, but there is a grave danger of finding
oneself suspended with his head down and unable to right himself except
with great difficulty. In spite of the strong and almost constant winds
the water is too heavy to be greatly disturbed.

The southern shore of the Dead Sea is marked by a long shore of
‘rock three hundred feet high, called by the Arabs ~ The Ridge of Sodom.”’

Some people think that the cities of the plain lie engulfed in this sea.
Whether this is true or not no one knows. There is no evidence of vol-
canic action around the Dead Sea, although some have suggested that
Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyved by an eruption of a near-by voleano.
Thoush many believe that this sea is a depression in the earth burned out
when Sodom was destroved, we cannot say that such information 1s
authentic.

There is no life in the waters of the Dead Sea.

The report that birds attempting to fly across the sea fall dead
halfway across is not correet. |

It is interesting to note some of the events connected with the Dead
Sea. Lot chose the border of this sea as his home (Gen. xiii. 12). He was
later taken prisoner in a battle that took place here (Gen. xiv. 1-12).
Lot's wife was turned to a pillar of salt here (Gen. xiv. 26). The coast
of the Dead Sea was the border of land mentioned in Numbers xxxiv.
9-12 and the east boundary of Judah (Josh. xv. 1-5). Tt was the scene of
the prophet's vision as recorded in Hzekiel xlvii.

The Dead Ses has other names—the Sea of Sodom ; * the salt sea ”
(Gen. xiv. 3): ‘‘the sea of the plain’ (Deut.iv. 49); the east sea ”
(Joel ii. 20): ‘' the sea ” (Ezek. xlvii. 8). Unless the Bible student recog-
nises that all the above names refer to the same sea, he will fail to under-
stand much of what he reads when these names are used.

The Dead Sea is located in Palestine and in a sunken valley at the
eastern foot of the Lebanon Mountains. It is one of the deepest known
inland depressions in the earth’s surface. It is 1.292 feet below the level
of the Mediterranean Sea. Its length is fifty-two miles, and 1t has an
average breadth of ten miles. The deepest part of this seais at the
northern end. The main tributary is the River Jordan. It flows into the
Dead Sea at the mnorth and ends there. This 1s one of the unique
characteristics of this sea ; it has no outlet. So far as anyone knows there
is no way for the water to run out as in other lakes we know. The only
outlet is by evaporation. But this is why the Dead Sea 1s coming more
and more to have great importance. Hor centuries the Rivers Jordan and
Arnon have been flowing into this sea and leaving in 1ts bed great mineral
wealth. A gallon of this water weighs twelve and one-half pounds.
Distilled or pure water weighs only ten pounds. This means that each







