


DIVI NE HEALI NG
ACCCRDING TC THE SCRIPTURES.

By BEV. T. H. SQUIRE, D.D.
No Christian wil I deny God's ability to heal disease. AII God'g

people are agreed, that whatever the nature or extent of human ailmenta
may he, there is power with God to remove them. But as there is grave
doubt upon the part of many, as to whether it is God's will to interfere
with naturallaws so far as to he al sickness in latter times, we have made
a careful study of the Scriptures upon the subject, and desire to place
before the reader the result of th at research. Let us, however, first
decIare that we Old Baptists are no extremists. We do not uphold those
who break their country"slay;s by refusing all mediaal aid. We believe
Divine healing to be a privilege th at may be eIljoyed under God-given
conditions, but it is not compulsory upon God's people or any others, toenjoy that privilege. Our attitude is that of St. PRul, " Let every man be
ful1y persuaded in bis own mina " (Bom. xiv. 5) ; yet, none-the-less, we
believe that if we are to teach men "to observe all things wbatsover ,.

Christ commanded and taught, we must proclaim an unchangeable God
and an unchangeable Gospel; and this embraces the same blessings and
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privile~es that were enjoyed of DIa-time and are still comprehended in.
that tor which we are exhorted ..earnes~ly to contend,"-" the faith once.
lor all delivered unto the saints" (Jude 17. B.V.).

Chapter 1.- The Origin of Disease.
Disease cltme into the world as a re sult of the fall of man. Our first.

parents were made perfect, there could have been no disease or pain in
Paradise. When, ho wever, man feIl and was cast forth, ODe of the effects.
of biB transgression was the decree that birth should be accompanied with
sorrow or pain (Gen. iii. 16). The first death among mankind was by
violence, not disease; but evidently decay-a farm of disease-finally
overcame oup first parents, and death followed. Death, which is tbe
natural result of disease, thus passed upon all men. But although sick-
ness is a result of man'~ original sin, it does not follow tbat it is always.
the immediate result of persoI}al sin OD the part of the sufferer. There is
no doubt that in same cases it may he, as in those persons whom the
Lord warned, " Sin no more lest a worse thing come upon thee "; and in.

the case of others, sickness may be Bent or permitted as a trial of faith,.
or as chastisement to draw the sufferer nearer to God by humility andprayer, as saith the Psalmist, " Before I was affiicted I went astray"

(Ps. cxix. 67). Bnt apart from these instances. sickness is as natural a
consequence of man's fall, as death. Sin, disease and death are.

2



I!inked 

together, and wil! be final!y destroyed together. "And th ere
shal! be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall:there 

be any more pain, for the former things have passed away"-{Bev. 
xxi. 4). The atonement of Christ wbich covers our sins,-embraces 

also alt the results of sin, lncluding disease and death, as it is
written, "Himselftook Dur infirmities and bare our sicknesses" (Matt.-viii. 17); and" Ris own self bore Dur sins in Ris own body on the tree ".(1 

Peter ii. 24). "For if by one man's offence death reigned by oDe, much
more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteous-
;ness, shal! reign in life by oDe, Jesus Christ" (Romans v. 17).

But, in the meantime, sin, disease and death stil! ravage the earth.
Ras the Lord permitted them al ways to do their evil work on alt mankind
.unchecked? No I

Chapter 11.-Cod's power over sin, disease, and death.
The laws of Nature are subject to Nature's Divine Law-maker. By;nature 

man is prone to sin, but by God's grace and power, men have, and
.still can, overcome sin. St. John says, ..Ye have overcome thè wicked
-one" (1 John ii. 13). St. PRul gays, ., For sin shall not have dominion
.{)ver you. Being DOW made frt!e trom sin and become servants of God "

.(Rom.vi.14,22), And in Rev. ii. and iii., Christ holds out rewards toall
-who overcome the world, the flesh, and ~he de vil.

3



Even death bas been overcome, and the àead raised to naturallife
again, by the power of the Almighty. Three óases are given in the Old
Testament of the dead being raised-the widow's Bon through the in-
strullientality of Elijah (1 Kings xvii.), the Shunnamite's Bon through
Elisha (2 Kings iv.), and a man through bis body being brought in contact
with Elisha 's bones (2 Kings xiii. 21). Five cases are recorded in the
New Testament :-the widow of Nain's Bon, Jairus' daughter, and
Lazarus, were raised by the Lord Jesus Christ; and Dorcas (Acts ix.
36-43) was raised through Peter's instrumentality, and Eutychus (Acts
xx. 9) through Paul's.

.God's power over all manner of disease bas been manifested in all
ages. In Gen. xx. 17, 18, we find th at in answer to Abraham's prayers,
the household of Abimelech was healed. God's promise to Ris peopleIsrael was, " If th ou wilt diligentlyhearken to the voice of the Lord thy

God, and wilt do that which is right in Ris sight, and wilt give earto Ris
commandments, and keep all Ris statutes, I will put nonE. of these
diseases upon thee which I have brought upon the Egyptians, lor I am the
~ord that healeth thee" (Exod. xv. 26). "Ye shall serve the Lord your God,
and Re shall bless thy bread and thy water; and I will take sickness a way
trom the midst of thee" (Exod, xxiii. 25). And again, "the Lord will
take away trom thee all siékness "(Deut. vii. 15). We Deed not
enumerate all the cases recorded in bath Old and New Testaments



wherein the Lord manifested Eis power of healing the sick, for they are
very many. Sin, sickness Bnd death are subject to the grace and power
of Bim who said to Bis disciples, ..Behold I give unto you power over
aU the power of the enemy ., (Luke x. ] 9).

Divine
miraoulously effeoted.

Some folks try to explain the miracles of the Bible by naturaI
causes, but they miserably fail. The water of Jordan no more cleansed
Naaman's leprosy than the serpent of brass beRIed the dying serpent-
bitten Israelites. Clay ointment bas never yet given sjght to a man that
was barn blind. The touèh of a man's hands bas never been able to
heat leprosy, paralysis" palsy, deafness, blindness, and a1l kinds of
disease. The cure of such cases was accomplished by the power of God
which was behind the water, the brazen serpent, or the laying on of
hands and anointing, which were the outward signa employed. Divine
healing is very different from healing by surgical ski1l, the use of medicine,
or any other natural means, which is daily performed by the unbelieving and
upon the unbelieving who have not invoked God's aid, equa1ly with those
who have. Those who were beRIed in ancient days by the Lord, were
restored without the use of physicians or their remedies, by the miracu-
lous interposition of God.
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Chapter 111.-Have we any reason to expect miracles

of Divine Healing in our day'1

I firrnly believe we have, and with thousands of others. can testify to.

the unchaDgeBble power of God in healing sickness. I have quoted God 'a-.

promises of Divine healing to Israel. We know also that Re entrusted

Borne of Ris oervants the prophets, in Old Testampnt times, with power

to heal the sick, and even raise the dead. But the Old Testament cases-

of Divine healing are as nothing cornpared with the New. The preaching:

of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God by our Lord, and His disciples, was

accompanied everywhere by the power of God which healed all manner'

of diseases. Where the prophets were instrumental in healing a few

cases, Jesus and Ris di1!èiples during a little more than three years only,.

must have been used to the healing of hundreds.

Of the Lord Jesus Christ it is recorded .hat besides the many

individual cases which Re he~led, "Jesus, went about all Galilee healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease arnong the

people. And Ris fame went throughout all S~'ria, and they brought,

unto Rim all sick people that were taken with divers di!\eases and

torments, and those that we re possessed with devils. and those

which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and He healed:
them" (Matt. ivo 23, 24). ,. And whithersoever Re entered, into'

villa ges or cities or country, they laid the sick in the streets, anà1
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besought Him that they might touch if it were but the border.of His garment; and as many as touched Him were made whole ,.

{Mark vi. 56).
Of the disciples, during our Lord's life on earth, it is recorded-

.,, They (the twelve) cast out many devils and anointed with oil many th at

we re sick and healed them" (Mark vi. 13). To the Apos~les Jesus said,
." Heal the sick, cleanse the Iepers, raise the dead, cast out devils " (Matt.

x. 8). ..He gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure
.diseases, and He gent them to preacb the Kingdom of God, and to heat
t.he sick ,. (Luke IX. 1).

Nor was th is commis sion restricted to the twelve Apostles, tor
..., Af ter these things tbe Lord appointed other seventy also, and SP nt them

two and two before His face into every city and place wbither He Himself
would come. And He commanded them to heal the sick wherever they
went" {Luke x. 1,9,17).

There were all kinds of cases among these divinely healed ones-
-mental diseases, paralytics, cases of blindness from birth, deafness, palsy,
teprosy, and all other infirmities were alike swept away by the po\ver of
-God: even death itself being rob bed of its lawful prey. AII this proves
-thaI. tbere is nothing toa hard for the Lord.

If this miraculous interposition of God in healin~ the sick, had ceased
-with the earthly ministry of our Saviour, there would be good grounds tor
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the content ion of same that we have no right to expect such miracles
to-day-but it did not. Just before His death, ~he Lord Jesus said to Ris
disciples, "He that believeth on Me (mark this condition) the works ~hat
I do shall he do also; and greater works thau these shall he do,
because I go unto My Fa~her" (John xiv. 12J. 'rhis was not said only of
the ApostIes or of the seventy discipl.es who had been se nt by Jesus to
preach and to heat, but was plainly intended to apply to all believers on
the Lord Jesus Christ-"He that believeth on Me." Add to this, the
promises attached to the Great Comrilission, made by our Lord when
immortal, just before Ris ascension: "Go ye into alt the world and
preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth anà is baptised
shaU be saved, but he that believeth not shaU be damned. And ~hese
signs shall follow them that believe. In My Name shall they cas~ out
devils, they shaU speak with new ton~ues; they shall take up serpents;
f1.nd if they drink any deadly thing it shaU not hUlt them; they shalllay
hands on the sick and they shal~ recover" (Mark xvi. 15-18). Again
observe, that these miraculous signs were promised not only to theApostIes but to c, them that believe ", andthe signs were connected with

the preaching of the Gospel to every creature; thus, seeing that this work
is not yet ended, ought we not to contend tor the promised blessings
attached the-reto by the Lord? Af ter the Saviours Ascension, Mark xvi.
20, adds-" And they went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord



worlring with them and confirming the wordwith signsfollowing." Thus
the promise immediately began to be fulfilled literally, and the signs
followed "thern that believed."

N ow it is an undeniable fact, that the miracles of Christ we re
wrought by the power of the Holy Spirit, and it is equally certain that
the miracles wrought by the ApostIes and early saints were accomplished
by the geil-same power according to the promise of the Lord Jesus, "Ye
sha.!l receive power af ter thatthe Holy Ghost is come upon you" (Acts
i. 8). If then the same Presence ana Power of God by the Holy Spirit
are in the world to.day, why may we not expect the same manifestations,
gifts and blessings as were enjoyed by the earl1' Church? It cannot be
said th at we do not need them. Notwithstandin~ the great number of
medical men, and the increase of medical skill and knowIedge, is it not a
fRet that tens of thousands die every year of divers diseases in spite of
all that doctors can do? Is it not equally true th at such diseases as
paralysis, leprosy, cancer, insanity, and a host of others, are practically
beyond the power of medicine or surgery to cure ? The death-roll of the
world in this 20th Century, gives the lie to the ignorant assertion that we
do not need the manifestation of Divine Power to heal the sick, now as
much as ever. And since the world needs that Power (and it is undoubted-
ly promised by the Lord), if the signs do not follow the preaching of the
Gospel as they formerly dia, we must look for the cause to the preachers



of, 

and believers in that Gospel. And we can Boon fiud it. lt is the
reason why the Israelites entered not into the promised land. It is the
priucir;ole whicb always shuts up heaveu agaiust those who cberish it.
And if we want further proof of the fact, we shall fiud it iu Matthew xiii.
58, ..And He dia not many mighty works there, because of their uno
belief."

Chapter IV.-Onder what conditions may wè expect

Divine Healing '1

To answer this question fairly and fully, we shall have to carefully
note many of the cases of healing which are rE:corded in the New Testa-
ment. We shall then see that:-
(1). Faith in Christ is an indispensable condition. Matt. xiii. 58
shows that because of the unbelief of the people of " Ris own country,"

Jesus "did not many mighty works" among them; yet, this was not
because Re could not heal them, seeing th at the power was
with Him to do it, but it is said that" Re dia not," because their unbelief
was an insult to Him and to God. The faith by which miracles of heal-
ing were wrought in New Testament times, was not always exercised or
required on the part of the sick ODes. The impotent man at the Pool of
Bethesda (John v.), did not seek the Lord in faith lor bis healing, and
rather seemed not to expect it, yet he was restored to health. Of the
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blind man who was healed (John ix.), it is not recorded that he either
had faith to ask fot sigbt or was brougbt to Jesus by others who bad, ye;
be was completely bealed. The lame man at tbe Beautiful Gate of tbe
Temple, looked .for alms, not fot healing, when Peter and John bade bim
rise up and walk (Acts iii.). Yet in these and no doubt many other cases,
if there were not faith on tbe part of the sick ODes, tbere was on the part
of those wbo were used of God to beal tbem. c, For witbout fai~b it is

impossible to please God." On tbe otber band tbe evidence of the Scrip-
tules goes to show that wbere there is faitb on the part of the sick person,
even if there is no special gift of faitb on the par~ of those who are used
to heal them, tbe sick person will re cover just tbe same. There is tbe
case of the woman witb tbe issue of blood, ..If I may but touch tbe hem
of Cbrist's garment I sball be made wbole." Witbout even asking for
tbe exercise of faith on tbe part of Jesus, sbe touched Him and received
healing. And OUt Lord acknowledged th at it was her faitb whicb bad
brought to her tbe blessing sbe desired, wben He said, "Daughter, thy
Eaith bath made thee whole" (Mark v. 34). Again to tbe blind man
(Mark x. 46-52), Jesus said, ., Thy Eaith bath made thee wbole"; while

to the two blind men who followed Him crying fot mercy, He said,
"According to your Eaith be it unto you," and their eyes we re opened
(Matt. ix. 29-30). And in other cases Jesus commended higbly the
Eaith oE some of those who sought Divine healing, and in every case
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granted their requests. Of the cripple at Lystra it is said, "Paul sted-
fastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed,said, with aloud voice, " Stand upright on Thy feet. And he leaped and

walked" (Acts. xiv. 9.10). These cases are sufficient to prove that faith
must be possessed either by 1.he administrator or the sick oDe, and in
either case, if the othèr conditions are fulfilled, the Lord wilt honour it
and glaDt the healing desired. The faith which pleases God, and brings
the favours asked, is faith which rests on the only gure foundation of the
promises of God. Moreover the faith which precedes miracles, is the
gift of God. It comes upon man not at his bidding or will, but as the
fJord will (see 1 Cor. xii. 9, 11.). Notwithstanding this, faith may be in-
creased and strengthened by proper means. When the apostles failed to
C1\st forth the demon which possessed the lunatic lad, they asked Christ,
..Why could we not c~st him -out?" and Jesus said unto them "Becausè
of your unbelief," and concluded by pointing out the way to increased
faith and power, by adding" Howbeit, th is kind goeth not out but by
prayer and fasting" (Matt. xvii. 19-21).

(2). Divine healing will not be granted by the Lord contrary
to His will. Sickness, although a natural result of man's laU, IS
nevertheless sometimes used by the Lord as a means of chastisement tor
His people, and until its walk is accomplished, it is obvious that theLord wilt not remove it. ,. Before I was afHicted," says the Psalmist,
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I went astray; but nów have I kept Thy word." And again 11 It is good

ior me th at I have been aftlicted that I might learn Thy statutes,"
,(Ps. cxix. 67.71). It was probably on this account th at even St. PRul
had to Illeave Trophimus at Miletum sick ,. (2 Tim. ivo 20); while St.

Paul himself, though he besought the Lord thrice that bis thorn in the
flesh which was eviJently a physical infirmity (see Gal. ivo 1.3, 2 Cor. X.
10, etc.),might depart, was refused; grace being given instead, to be ar

;the aftliction which ca me upon him to keep him from being exalted above
measure by reason of the revelations he had received (2 Cor. xii: 7-10).

Yet until it is plainly manifested th at it is the Lord's wil I that we
cshould suffer through sickness, all God's people should takeit tor granted
-that it is the Lord's wil I for them to be healed. Weneed not Bit down
calmly under the aftliction as though there were no promises of DiviIie
interposition tor our healing. Rather, let us follow the Apostle's example
and beseech the Lord thrice that it may depart, than give way to un-
belief under the pretence of submitting to the wil I of God, which we have
never rightly endeavoured to ascertain. Until God's will in the matter
is made clear, we ought to act upon the injunction of the Scriptures :-
11 Is any sick &mong you? Let hifi call for the Elders of the church;

:and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the
Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shallraise him up; and if he have committed gins they shall be forgiven him "

13



(J ames v. 14, 15.). We have no doubt that many of the Lord's children.
who are sick with divers diseases, would be healed if they had faith:
enough to comply with this command, ins.tead of concluding that becaus&
they are sick it must be the Lord's wil I for them to remain SQ.

(3). AII the case. of Divine healing recorded in the early
Church, and alt the promises of Divine healing in the New
Testament are conditional upon bein&, wrought in the Name of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Tt was ..in the Name of Jesus Christ," and
"through faith in the Name of Jesus" that the Aposties, Stephen. Philip,-
St. Pauland others wrought the miracles of healing. And this condition
is mentioned by St. James for the healing of the sick,-" in the Name or
the Lord "; while Jesus connected it with Ris promise to them that
believe "-"'In My Name they shaillay hands on the sick and they shall
recover" (L\lark xvi. 17}. Unless therefore we comply with this clear-
condition we have no right to expect th~ fulfilment of the promise.

(4). Returning to the 5th Ohapter of St. James' epistIe, which
evidently was intended for believers, because he says," Is any sick
among you?" we find several explicit instructions or conditions to be
observed by those of God's children who desire Divine healing. Firstly..
we are commanded to "call fot the Elders of the Ohureh," because every
New Testament Ohurch had its t'roperlyordained Elders, and if some-
churehes have none to.day, it is because they are not constituted UpODI
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New Testament lines. Secondly, the Elders are to" pray over" the
sick one. This praying ..over", doubtless refers to the act of the EldersJaying 

their hands upon the sick verBOD, accordin~ to the word oftheLord Jesus, ,. they shaillay hands on the sick." Thirdly, they are to
" anoint " the sick person with oil in the Name of the Lord, which is in

-sccordance with our Saviour's own command; because when Re Bent
the Aposties forth to preach the Gospel and heal the sick, durin.l( Ris
,earthly ministry, it is recorded of them, that ., they anointed with Gil
'many th at were sick, and healed them ,. (Mark vi. 13).

These three conditions of the sick believer sending tor the Elders of
the Church, the Elders laying upon him their hands I\nd praying over
him, and further, ..anointing him with oil in the Name of the Lord,"-

-these three conditions ha ving been complied with, the promise may be
claimed, that "the prayer of iaith shall save the sick and the Lord shall
raise him up." They are but simple conditions, but faith runs through,them alI, and ., the prayer of faith" claims the blessing.

Chapter V.-The Holy Spirit is the Author and Power

of Divine Healing.

The pro mise of OUT Lord Jesus Christ to Ris disciples was, "Ye
.shall receive power af ter th at the Roly Ghost is COllie UpOD you"
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(Acts i. 8); and af ter th at promise was fulfilled at Pentecost, the disciples-
were used of God to the healing of large nllmbers of sick folk. The lame-
man at the Temple Gate "(Acts lii.) was probably the first to receive
healing af ter Dur Lord's ascension, and no doubt the believers wer&
thereby encouragedto pray and believe for the healing of the sick. They
united in prayer to God': ., Stretch forth Thy hand to heal; and tha~

signs and wonders may be doDe by the Name of Thy Holy Child Jesus"
(Acts iv. 30). The healing of Ananias, and raising to lile of Dorcas.
~.Acts ix. 32-43), were preceded by m~ny. other miracles of ~ealing,

lnsomuch that they brought forth the BlOk mto the streets and lala them
nn beds and couches, that at tbe least the shadow of Peter passing by..
might overshadow Borne of them ,. (Acts v. 15). \.nd by the hands of

tne Apostles were many- signs and wonders wrought among the people.
Ther'e came also a mul'titude out of the cities round about Jerusalem..
bringing sick folks, and them th at were vexed with unclean spirits; 8Dil'
they were healed every ODe " (Acts v.. 12'- 16).

And as surely as the Holy Spirit waS not confined to the Twelve-Apostles, neither was His power of healing. ,. Stephen, lullof iaith anà'
power, dia great wonders and miracles amoDg the people " (Acts vi. 8).

Philip, the deacon, wrought miracles at Samaria, ..For unclean spirits-
crying with loud voice.. came out of many that were possessed with
them; and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, we re bealed'"
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(Acts viii. 6-8), Paul wrought many miracle~, and although he was
.., the Apostie to the Gentiles," yet he was neitherone of the twe.lve nor
.of the seveilty who were Bent forth by Dur Lord to ,. pre ach the Gospel

and heal the sick," nor was he one of those to whom Christ directly gave
His last commission. But he possesseà the Holy Spirit, and as a.
be liever in Christ he could claim the promise of "the signs" which
.shoald follow the preaching of the Gospel by the power of the Holy
Ghost. One of those signs (Mark xvi. 17) was the healing of the sick by
-the Holy Spirit's power through " them that beliêve."

CaD it be supposed for a moment th at any of the cases of healing
wrought by the Aposties or by Paul, Philip, Stephen, and doubtless other
believers, we re accomplished by their own power? No, it was the power
..of the Holy Spirit that wrought these wonderful " signs."

In bis first epistle,to the Corinthia.ns, Paul speaks of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit. not only to tbe Aposties, to himself, and to other prominent

leaders in the Church, but to the ordinary members of the Bock. "The
manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to pro fit withal,"
.., The self-same Spirit dividing to every man severallyas He wilI"
{I Cor. xii, 7, 11), Among these Divine gifts, the Apostie speaks of
healing. "For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom. , .
~o another the gifts of healing, by the s~me Spirit; to another the
'working of miracles. And God bath set Borne in the Church ' , .
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miracles, then gift. of healing.. Have all the gift. of healing? "

(1 Cor. xii. 8.10, 28, 30). Thus the early saints were taught to expect
trom the ind welling presence of the Holy Spirit, the power to perform
miracles and healing of the sick. And it was evidently because of theirrealization of this power, tha.t the Apostie J Blies wrote, .1 Is any sick

among you? Let him call for the Elders of the Church; and let them
pray over him anointing him with Dil in the Name of the Lord: and the
prayer of faith shall save the sick, Rnd the Lord shall raise him up ,.

(James v. 14, 15).
And have we then any reason to conclude thRt the Holy Spirit. and

Ris miraculous power, we re confined to Apostolical times? Certainly
not I The Aposties were not the only persons to wDom the commission
to "go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature ,.

applies. Our Lord undoubtedly'meant this command to apply to many
more than those to whom He spoke at the time, or else even same of the
preachers of Apostolical times, who were not even converted till af ter-
wards, would have been excluded. Since, therefore, Christ linked thepromised ., signs " with the world.wide preaching of the Gospel and its
acceptance, there is no reason why the " BigDe ,. of Divine healing, and
other miracles should not still ,; follow them that believe." Our Saviour's

condition was not Apostieship, nor first century Christianity, batfaith. ,. He that believeth on Me ':; ., them that believe." And the
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Author of the miracles of the Apostolical age is the Belt-same HolySpirit whom God promises 11 to you and your children, and to all th at are
afar off. even to as many as the Lord our God shall call " (Acts ii. 38,39).
., The Holy Ghost whom God hath given to them that obey Him " (Acts

v. 32). They who possess His presenue and power, possess the Author
and \Vorker of Divine Healing. There is not a word in the Scripture
that says He bas changed eitber in willingness or in methods.

Chapter VI.- Three Reasons why we should still

expect Divine Healing.

Those who contend against the continuance of Divine Healing may
generally be included in, one of the following classes :-

J. The ignorant. Af ter nineteen hundred years of Christian
teaching, it is surprising how many, bath inside and outside the Christian
Church, ..do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God ".
We advise God's people to study the Word of God for themselves, with-
out the too of ten be-fogging comments of uninspired preachers and
writers.

11. The fearful and unbelieving. There are quite enough of
these in the ranks of the ungodly, without their number being increased
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by those whose experience of God's promise-keeping grace shonld surely
lead them to "contend earnestly for the faith once delivered nnto the-
saints ", We advise snch to re ad Rev, xxi. 8, and to ce ase to set an ex-
ample which is contrary to the Word and willof God, To His people-
tbe Savioursays, as of old time, " Be not faitbIess, but believing ",

The nnchangeableness of God, immntability of His Word, and the~
continnance of His presence and power on earth, are reasons why we
onght to earnestly contend for, and expect, Divine Healing ta-dRY.

1. God is unchangeable. "The Lord is in ODe mina ; who ca~
turn Him?" (Job xxiii, 13), "With whom is no variableness, neither-
shadow of tnrning " (James i. 17). "The Strength of Israel will not lie'

nor repent" (1 Sam, xv. 29), ".I am the Lord, I change not " (Mal. iii,
6), "Jesus Christ. the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever ,. (Heb, xiii.~
8), Therefore, since Go'd, ~oth before the advent of Christ. as weIl as-
dnring His earthly ministry, ana af ter His ascension, bas declared and
shown Himself to be the Healer of the sick-as an unchangeable Being,
He must be, and is, the Healer still. And since J esns, w hen on earth,.was " moved with compassion " to heal all manner of diseases, and be-

canse He is "the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever ", th en He is still:" touched with the feeling of onr infirmities" (Heb. iv, 15), and as able-

and willing to heal the sick now as of aId-time,
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2. God's Word is immutable. 'I Hath He said, and shall He

not do it? or bath He spoken, and shall He not make it good ?" (Num.x~iii. 19). II The word of God liveth and abideth for ever.

The word of the Lord endureth for ever" (1 Pet. i. 23;25). II Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words shall not pass

away" (Matt. xxiv. 35). Therefore, since the Lord bath given the prom-
ises that he that believeth on Him shall do the works that He dia on
earth (J ohn xiv. 12), and "they that believe shall lar hands on the sick,
and they shall recover " (Mark xvi.), we may rather expect the heavensto 

pass away and the earth to dissolve, thanforHis word to bebroken.
Either we must look lor the fillfilment of the promises, or we falsify the
above declarations of God and His Christ as to the immutability of God's
word.

3. The Presence, and Power of God are stilion earth. Before
~ur Saviour's incarnation' the Presence and Power of God had long beenmanifested on earth. God had said to Moses, II My Presence shall go
with thee " (Exod. xxxiii. 14), and th at Presence and Power were shown

in the camp of Israel dayby dRY. It was because God Was with them inpower that the aId Testament prophets 'I spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost " and wrought miracles.

When our Saviour ascended to heaven, He promised to send the
Roly Ghost, Who should abide with-in His people for ever (John xiv. 16.
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17, 26), and this promise was fulfilled, and has never been revoked.Therefore, in the continued presence of the Holy Spirit, " Who proceed-

eth from the Father and the Son," the Lord is "with us alway, even unto
the end of the world "; and this Divine Presence and Power are an infal-
lible guarantee th at the dar of miracles is not yet past.

In the very day in which we live we are also " compassed about with

a cloud" of living witnesses, men and wamen who have believed God's
word enough to act upon it, and who have experienced Divine Healing
in their own persons, and bear testimony to tihe glorious facto What is
the matter with the Christian Church th at unbelief should be so of tien
taught instead of faith.? aan we have toa great a faith in God? aan
we cling toa closely to His word and promises? Shall the Christian
minister and teacher meet the scornful enquiries of the ungodly with the
lame excuses of fearfulness and unbelief? If there be failures, let us not
impute them to God, but get to Dur knees and remember the promises," If th ou canst believe, all things are possible to hifi that believeth "

(Mark ix. 23). "Have faith in God. For verily I sar unto you, that
whosoever shall gay unto this mo'.ln~ain, be thou removed, and be thou
cast into the sea ; and shall not doubt in his heart, but sha!l believe that
those things which he saith shall co me to pass, he shall have whatso-
ever he saith. Therefore, I say unto you, wh at things soever yedesire,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them"
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(Mark xi. 23, 24). The Apostie James is right: "Ye have not, because
ye ask not," and agai~, "Ask in faith, nothing wave ring. For he th at
wavereth is like R wave of the sea, driven with the wind and tossed. For
let not that man think that he shall recei ve anything of the Lord" (James
iv, 2, i. 6, 7). And St. Paul adds. ., Without faith it is impossible to please
God " (Heb. xi. 6).

Faith in His word honours the Lord, but unbelief insults Him. Yet
to-day J esus might weIl ask of many, as He dia of Ris disciples. "Where
is your faith ? ., (Luke viii. 25). "How is it that ye have /no faith "
(Mark ivo 40). .., Why are ye so fearful, 0 ye of Iittle faith ? ,. (Matt.

viii. 26). God stililives! Do we believe it? His power and grace are
promised to us-do we desire them? Then let us pray and contend for
and no Ionger ligainst, the immutable word of an unchangeable God. 80
shall we be atle to add ,our living testimony to that of others that the
signs do follow them that believe, and " AII the promises of God are yea

and Amen in Christ Jesu8."
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