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"A Gall to Repel1tallce."

"I HAYE A MESSAGE FROM GOD UNTO THEE."

A Serman by the Rev. H. AUGUSTUS SQülRE,Presiding Bishop of the

International Old Baptist Union.':'

" Beek ye the Lord ldtile He IILay be fOluul, eaU yc Itpo/t Him while Ele is

lIeal': Let the wicked fOl'sake his way anel the unl'iyhtcous man his tllOughts, and

let Mm. 1'etw'n' 1/llto tlw LOl'd, anti Ele. lviJ(Jutl!c mere!! ltl'0n him, antl to our

God, [Ol' He will abnndantly }1al'doll " (Isa. Iv. 6, 7).

Not only did our First Parents fall from their steadfastness in depa.rhng
from the Lord's command, but a.Utheil' posterity have gone aetray in dis·
ohedience from God in like mannel'. "Pal' aU have sinned, and come s40rt
of the glory of God; "-so that out of Christ-" There is none th at doéth
good, na not one." That being the case, aU need saving from their sins ;
and, as it is impossible rOl' a cll'((.n thill!! to come from the uncl.ean, neither
Adam nol' any of his pl'ogelJYhave been able to redemll themselves, ànd
therefore man was without-hope, or God in the world. Thus, when there
was no eye to pity,_ God's own eye pitied tlie human race, and Ris own arm
brought sálvation. This God did in the pl'omise of Ris own deal' Son­
" The seed of tlie woman "-to bruise the serpent's head. At the time ap­
pointed, God sent nis Son into the world as a Seeond Adlt/n to seek and to

'save that which was lost.
Christ came to make an atonement, to suffer the penalty due to sin, in

Ris own body upon the tree,-"The just for the unjust, that He might bring
us to God." Thus, as a Seconc1 Adam, Jesus became God's Lamb to take
aWlty the sin of the ,,·orld according to the Scriptures. This He did when
He gave Rimself a ranSOl1lfor all, as it is written, "God laid on Him the
iniquity of us aU," that the dcbt of sin might for ever be cancelled, that
sinners lllight go free, and th at nU the human race might return unto God

* 'l'bis and al! otber Sermons alld Lcctures of tbc Rcv. H. ~\. Squire arc copyright.
\Vbcn tbis Bcrmon was prcachcd to a smal! congl'egatlOll of 100 persons, at tbc close ot
thc Service 10 sOlllspl'ofcssed convcl'sion to Cluist.
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by repentance and faith in their substitute, Jesus Christ. "By grd,c8 are ye
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God"
(Epb. ii. 8).

FIRSTLY.-" The Lord" of whom our text speaks, has reference to Christ.
He is Lordot heaven and earth-Lord of IJords and King of Kings. "Neither
is thel'e salvation in any other, for there is none other name uuder heáven,
given among men, whereby we mmt be saved," (Acts 4. 12). lt is 11,

wondrous fact, when we look at th is matter al'ight, th at God shonlcl be so good
and condescending as to notice sinners a:t' 11,11. That a Being so rich,
possessing 11,11 things, and infinite in greatness, wisdom and power, should
stoop from the throne or His glory so low as to have the least cimcem for
His rebellious fallen crpatures, is of itself inconceivable. How astonishing
is the lové of God to man! But the greatest u'onder is that the sinnel' should
be sa careless, senseless and indifferent a,bout the onc thing needful-the for­
giveness uf sins, reconciliation to God. and the salvation of his soul. Through
the unspeakable goodness of God, 11,11 tblS is offered for nothing, and yet it is
refused. As-salvation is of infinite importance, arid concerns 11,11 mankind, I
shall appeal to sinners who may be present, as this is a message from the
Lord to you. The solemn voice of God says, "Seek ye the Lord." This is a
personal matter. God in our text is speaking to 11,11 sinners out of Christ,
without exception. He is now asking you to do something, namely, " Seek
ye the Lord." This if; your fh'st duty before- anything and everything else,
for there is nothing this side of the judgment day and eternity that concérns
you so much a.s to obey God. In Bis favour is life everlasting, and in His
displeasure is death eternal. God iE tbe Being with whom you have to do
in this life and the life to come. Yonr part is to seek the Lord with 11,11

your heart, and with what faith !fon /wce, for the forgiveness of sins, through
repentanee and faith. "Now, God commltncleth all men everywhere to
repent." (Achs 17-30). And the Lord's part is to see that you obtain that
for which you seek and pray. 'fhis matter is simple, easy to be understood
and complied with, therefore aIl are left witbout excuse. The same Lord

- who is graciously speaking to you in our text has said for the encouragement '
- of penitent sinners to urge them on, "Seek, and ye shall find, knock and it

shall be opened unto you, for e1JeTY one that asketh l'eceiveth, and he th at
seeketh findeth." (Matt. 7-7). As a !:'inner, God reqll1res of you implicit.
obedience. Remember that God is not dependent upon you, bat yon O'f/. llim,
and upon your decision to obey God or reject Him, hangs the destiny of
jOur soul. Your future blessedness in the etel;nal heavep of exquisite delights,
or your abode in the darkness of bell in endless misery, is nov; depending
upon you, as it is impossible for you to be saved in diwbedience. Jesus says,
" Dost t/wu believe on the Son of God?" "He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life,
but the wrath of God abideth on him" (John 3-36). Remember that these
are not vain words, hut are words of God who cannot lie-the Judge,of the
quick and the dead. What the Lord requires of you and 11,11, man kind is to
believe on the Son of God and repent of yoÜr sins, for He has said, " Except
ye repent, ye shall aIl perish."

SECONDLY.-" lV/die he may be foltnd," implies that th ere will come a
time when a sin nel' will not be able to findthe Lord, and we know Dot how
800n th at may beo It willbe too late, if your mind become~ derangec:, when
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jan have lost your sense and reason through severe fever' Ol' same other
causes, as tbolu;ands do 11udnever recover. It wiU be toa late when the day
of grace has gone by, wheu tbe Spirit of God bas eeased to strive, and you
are given up to perish, having done despite to the Spirit of grace. It is a
cheat and a delusioD of the devi1, tbe fatber of lies, to whisper to the sin nel',
" Time enough yet, wait until you are sick Ol'old, or until you eome to a deatb·
bed; that wil! be tbe time to repent and believe." At that t,ime, iEyour mind is
not disturbed, you will be too weak, or in toa mueh pain, faintness and
misery ta pray. And even if you did, woald Ü not be tbe prayer of tbe
hypocrito, wbieb is an abomination to God? Having lived for yourself, tbe
worId, the flesh and the devil, as long as you could, in disl'egard of tbe
goodn€ss of God, and tbe laving gentle entreaties of His servants, who
faithful!y warned you to flee from tbe wrath to come, and when you could
sin no langer, then througb the fear and draad of a sinner's heli, and the
angel' of a just God, to cry for mel'ey-wben anguish takes hold of you, and
you as a coward begin to trembie and cry out for fear, do you think .that a
justly offended God will then notice you? Ta al! sueb let me say, hear ye
the words of the Lord, "Be not deceived, God is not mocked, whatsoever
any man soweth, the same shal! he also reap "-hereafter in the life to
come. "Behold ye bave set at na,ught all my counsel and would none of my
reproof ; I also will laugh at your ealamity, I will mock when your fear
cometh" (Prol'. i. 25, 26). Then. alas! it will be too late when tbefina.I
w'ord fl'omthe mouth of God has gone fortb, "Out birn down J " Why
should the unbelieving, stubborn sin-laving, devil-pleasing, rebel!ious sinnel'
any langer encumber tbe ground? Thus thousands of deludtd' worldly
people are deceiving thernselves, they live witbout God, and consequelltly
will die without God, in their sins; because they refuse to believe and
repent:that tbey might be saved .. Jesus says, "Ye will not come unto Me,
tbat ye might have life"(Jobn 5-40) .

. Tbus the sinnel' by his own free-wil! and choice prefers darkness to.light,
sinfulness to holiness, a lie from tbe devil to the truth of Ohrist; he goes
his own way instead of God's way, and is lost. Is it possiblb for a man. to
be sa blind? 'I'o ineur the diRpleasnre of the Almighty for ever! JeRus
might well say, " Wh at shall a man give in exchange for hi~ soul?" What
a fearful and nnutterable mis take to be lost, and lost to al! eternity !

THIRDLY.-" Calt ye npon Him 1{Ihile He is nea1". Oh, careless one, hear
the voice of mercy ere it be toa late. It is all important-a request direct
from God to thee, Listen, it is a meRsage ful! of gentleneSR and love to thee,
even thee. The promises of the LOl'd are wOl'thy the aceeptance of angels
and therefol'e of thee, embrace tbem by faith, they proceed from God who
cannot lie. Jesus says," To·day if ye wil! hear My voice harden not your
heart." Now He is nea1" thee, saying, "Oome unto Me aU ye that labour and
are heavy laden and I will give you rest." "Him th'1t c0meth to Me, I wil!
in no-wise cast out." And, " Come now, for aU things are ready." "Oh rist
.Jesus came intotheworld to savtJsinners." "As I live, Raitb the Lord. I have
na pleasure in the death of a sinnel', but rather th at he turn from his evil
waYRand live." "This is goad and acceptable in the sight of God our
SavioUl', who would have all men to be saved, and to come unto theknowledge
of the truth; for there is one God ana. one Mediator between God and men,
themanChl'ist Jesus, wbo.gave Himself a l'ansom,for aU" (1 Tim. H. 3,4.
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