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“A Call to Repentanee.”

“1 HAYE A MESSAGE FROM GOD UNTC THEE.”

A Sermon by the Rev. H. Aveusrus Squisg, Presiding Bishop of the
International Old Baptist Union.*

¢ Seek ye the Lovd while He may be found, call ye wupon Him while He is
near : Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrightzous man his thoughts, and
let him retwrn unte the Lord, and He will have mercy wpon him, and to our
God, for He will abundantly pardon™ (Isa. Iv. 6, 7).

Not only did our First Parents fall from their steadfastness in departing
from the Lord’s command, but all their posterity have gone astray in dis-
obedience from God in like manner. ¢ Ior all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God ;"—so that out of Christ—* There is none that doeth
good, no not one.” That being the case, all need saving from their sins ;
and, as it is impossible for a dean thiny to come from the wunclean, neither
Adam nor any of his progeny have been able to redeem themselves, and
therefore man was without hope, or God in the world. Thus, when there
was no eye to pity, God's own eye pitied the human race, and His own arm
brought salvation. This God did in the promise of His own dear Son—
“ The seed of the woman "—to brunise the serpent’s head. At the time ap-
pointed, God sent His Son into the world as a Second Adam to seek and to
save that which was lost.

Christ came to make an atonement, to suffer the penalty due fo sin, in
His own body upon the tree,—“The just for the unjust, that He might bring
ns to God.” Thus, as a Second Adam, Jesus became God’s Lamb to take
away the sin of the world according to the Seriptures. This He did when
He gave Himself a ransom for all, as it is written, “ God laid on Him the
iniquity of us all,” that the debt of sin might for ever be cancelled, that
sinners might go free, and that all the human race might return unto God

* This and all other Sermons and Lectures of the Rev. H. A. Squire are copyright.
When this Sermon was preached to a small congregation of 100 persons, at the close of
the Service 10 souls professed conversion to Christ.




3

by repentance and faith in their substitute, Jesus Christ. *By grace are ye
saved through faith ; and that not of yourselves: it is the giff of God ”
(Eph. ii. 8).

Firstry.—* The Lord” of whom our text speaks, has reference to Christ.
He is Lord of heaven and earth—Lord of Liords and King of Kings. ¢ Neither
is there salvation in any other, for there is none other name under heaven,
given among men, whereby we must be saved.” (Aects 4. 12). It is a
wondrous fact, when we look at this matter aright, that God should be so good
and condescending as to notice sinners at all. That a Being so rich,
possessing all things, and infinite in greatness, wisdom and power, should
stoop from the throne of His glory so low as to have the least concern for
His rebellions fallen creatures, is of itself inconceivable. How astonishing
is the love of God to man! But the greatest wonder is that the sinner should
be so careless, senseless and indifferent about the one thing needful—the for-
giveness of sins, reconciliation to God, and the salvation of his soul. Through
the unspeakable goodness of God, all this is offered for nothing, and yet it is
refused. As salvation is of infinite importance, and concerns all mankind, I
shall appeal to sinners who may be present, as this is a message from the
Lord toyou. The solemn voice of God says, *¢ Seek ye the Lord.”” Thisis a
personal maiter. God in our text is speaking to all sinners out of Christ,
without exception. He is now asking you to do something, namely, * Seek
ye the Lord.” This ie your first duty before anything and everything else,
for there is nothing this side of the judgment day and eternity that concerns
you so much as to obey God. In His favour is life everlasting, and in His
* displeasure is death eternal. (God is the Being with whom you have to do
in this life and the life to come. Your part is to seek the Lord with all
your heart, and with what faith you have, for the forgiveness of sins, through
repentance and faith. « Now, God commandeth all men everywhere to
repent.” (Acts 17-80). And the Lord's part is to see that you obtain that
for which you seek and pray. This matter is simple, easy to be understood
and complied with, therefore all are left without excuse. The same Lord
who is graciously speaking to you in our text has said for the encouragement
of penitent sinners to urge them on, * Seek, and ye shall find, knock and it
shall be opened unto you, for every one that asketh rveceiveth, and he that
seeketh findeth.” (Matt. 7-7). As a cinner, God reqmres of you implicif
obedience. Remember that God is not dependent upon you, but yow on Him,
and upon your decision to obey God or reject Him, hangs the destiny of
your soul. Your future blessednessin the eternal heaven of exquisite delights,
or your abode in the darkness of hell in endless misery, is now depending
upon you, as it is impossible for you to be saved in dizobedience. Jesus says,
“ Dost thou believe on the Son of God ?” ¢ He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life ; and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life,
but the wrath of God abideth on him ” (John 8-36). Remember that these
are not vain words, but are words of God who cannot lie—the Judge of the
quick and the dead. What the Lord requires of you and all mankind is to
believe on the Son of God and repent of your sins, for He has said, *“ Except
ye repent, ye shall all perish.”

SecoxpLy.—* While he may be found,” implies that there will come a
time when a sinner will not be able to find the Lord, and we know pot how
soon that may be. It will be too late, if your mind becomes derangec. when




4

jou have lost your sense and reason through severe fever or some other
causes, as thousands do and never recover, It will be too late when the day
of grace has gone by, when the Spirit of God has ceased to strive, and you
are given up to perish, having done despite to the Spirit of grace. It is a
cheat and a delusion of the devil, the father of lies, to whisper to the sinner,
¢ Time enough yet, wait until you ave sick or old, or until you come to a death-
bed; that will be the time to repent and believe.” At that time, if your mind is
not disturbed, you will be foo weak, or in foo much pain, faintness and
misery to pray. And even if you did, would it not be the prayer of the
hypoerite, which is an abomination to God ?. Having lived for yourself, the
world, the flesh and the devil, as long as you could, in disregard of the
goodness of God, and the loving gentle entreaties of His servants, who
faithfully warned you to flee from the wrath to come, and when you could
sin no longer, then through the fear and dread of a sinner’s hell, and the
anger of a just God, to ery for mercy—when anguish takes hold of you, and
you as a coward begin to tremble and ery out for fear, do you think that a
justly offended God will then notice you? To all such let me say, hear ye
the words of the Liord, ¢ Be not deceived, God is not mocked, whatsoever
any man soweth, the same shall he also reap "—hereafter in the life to
come, ‘“Behold ye have set at naught all my counsel and would none of my
reproof; T also will laugh at your calamity, I will mock when your fear
cometh ™ (Prov. i. 25, 26). Then, alas! it will be too late when the final
word from the mouth of God has gone forth, “Cut him down!” Why
should the unbelieving, stubborn sin-loving, devil-pleasing, rebellious sinner
any longer encumber the ground ? Thus thousands of deluded worldly
people are deceiving themselves, they live without God, and consequently
will die without God, in !;helr sins; because they refuse to believe and
repent that they might be saved. - Jesus says, “ Ye will not come unto Me,
that ye might have life” (John 5-40).

Thus the sinner by his own free-will and choice prefers darkness to hght
sinfulness to holiness, a lie from the devil to the truth of Christ; he goes
his own way instead of God’s way, and is lost. Is it possible for a man to
be 50 blind ? To incur the displeasure of the Almighty for ever! Jesus
might well say, ¢ What shall a man give in exchange for his soul 2 What
a fearful and unutterable mistake to be lost, and lost to all eternity !

TarpLY. — Call ye upon Him while He is near. Oh, careless one, hear
the voice of merey ere it be too late. It is all important—a request direct
from God to thee. Listen, it is a message full of gentleness and love to thee,
even thee. The promises of the Lord are worthy the acceptance of angels
and therefore of thee, embrace them by faith, they proceed from God who
cannot lie.  Jesus says,” To-day if ye will hear My voice harden not your
heart.” Now He is near thee, saying, * Come unto Me all ye that labour and
are heavy laden and I will give you rest.”” ¢ Him that cometh to Me, I will
in no-wise cast out.”” And, “ Come now, for all things are ready.” ¢ Christ
Jesus came inbo the world to save sinners.” “AsT live,saith the Lord. T have
no pleasure in the death of a sinner, but rather that he turn from his evil
ways and live.” ¢ This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our
Saviour, who would have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge
of the truth; for there is one God and one Mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom.for all” (1 Tim. ii. 8, 4,







