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SEVEN  SUPPLEMLI'PARY  RULES,

A SUPPLEMENT 70 THE CONSTITUTION Al'®D ARPICLES OF FaITll
OF MMIE OLD BaP{ISP UIIION; READ BEFORE MIE GEIERAL CO' 'EREIICE,
ATID UNAINIMOUSLY PASGEDY II'IO LAW, APRIL, 1898,

II'PRODUCIION .

After more than fifty yeura experience in the work of God,
I have felt for some time pust a GREAT ;TBED for something !MORE
DEFINILE for us as a PEOILE TO REFER O, in the FORM OF RULES
written to the POINTD, that we could ALL FULLY SANCTIOIf for our
GUIDANCE, MUPUAL BLIEFIT, anl MORE PERFECT UI™ZRSTANDING; there-
fore I have written these SUPPLEMNEI'ARY RULES, after ruch earnest
careful prayer - watered with tears of sincerity before God - for
light «nd guidunce, and I fully believe they have been DICPA[ED
BY TIE TIOLY SPIRIP for all concerned with the 01d Baptist Union,
that we may cscape all MISTLDERSTAIDIUGS AID DIVISIONS, with
their awful conseqguences, which scparate God's people, please
the Devil, and grieve the Holy Ghost,

The object of these RULES is not to add BMRDEI'S to God's
people but to REMOVE IM'EM, to make the way I!TORE EASY, and the
BURDEI! LIGIT.

"That all things may be done DECEITLY ani in ORDER, for GOD
is not the author of COITUSION, but of PEACE, in all Churches
of the saints," - 1, Cor. XiVv. 40, 33.

The desire and prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ is, that all
who believe on I1im, shoulil be ONE, as lie, God the Father, und
the loly Ghost, are One,

God ,help us, that we may 211 work togethoer in the unity of

the 'loly Spirit, for the glory of God, and the good of men,
henceforth and for ever, Amen,

“A. Squire



FIRS! RULE.

Conditions, eligibility and qualifications necossary for
the Presidency of the 01d Baptist Union, and for membership
of the Executive Committes,

That the President of the Union ani members of the
Exccutive Committee, shall consist of Elders, properly
qualified und ordained ministers of the 01d Baptist Union,
and shall be elected to Office annually at the August Con=-
ference, That the Executive Committeo shall comsist of
8ix Elders, who shall act in conjunction with the President
(or his substitute), as un undivided Executive Committee; so
that six persons shall asslst the President in taking tho
responsibility of the Union as Councillors, thut fairness may
be dealt out to all, and perfect justice aiministered hence-
forth in the fear of God.

Conditions for olecting the President of the Union.

That the President of the Union shall be nominated to the
Presilency by a majority of mombers of the Exccutive Committoe
before they retire from Office, which nomination shull be luid
before the Conforence, and must be scconded by one of the
preslding Elders who is not on the Exccutive Committee, and
afterwards must be supported by & mujority of votes of the
Elders, Deacons or O0fficers, -~ all the represcntutives of the
Union who are present at the set timge for voting in the
President.

Oorder of electing the Six Elders on the. Executive Cormlttco.

All Presidents of Churches or Missions of the 014 Baptist
Union, shall bc entitled to vote for the six members on the
Executive Committee, either in person, or by letter (when such
ministers cannot be present), whoen a majority of votes for
the candidutes shall decide their election.

«=000=~==~



SECOID RULE.

Jubtles ind Conditlons of Moobings of tho Exoeubilve Commiittoo.

T™at meetings of the Exccutive Committec shall bo hold
on one day, or two, as the amount ef business may require,
before each General Conference, for the purpose of carefully
consiloring all business matters - temporal ani spiritual -
which are to be settled at the Confurence. Tho Presidont
(or his representative) ard tho Executive Committees, shall
carefully inspoct all papers that may bo sont in, relatbive
to the business of the Unlon, so as to rocommond thelr
julgment on all mattors of importunce, to assist the Illead-
guarters! Committee of Reproaentubives (which consists of
all ordainod officera of the Union) in their final decision
in voting for or against, all things nocessary to be dono,
and their decision shnull be nan end of all controversy.
Also Exocutive Committou Meotings may bo held between
Conferonces, whon spociul noeds require them, And the
Prosiiont and Executive Committce shall have power to sottle
all difficult matters that may arlsc, which tho President
alonec may not feel justified in handling, and which cannot
be deforred until tho next Conforcnce. Tho Prosident of
the Union (or his substitutc) shall convene all such
moetings and prosile ovor them, Minutos of the proceedings
of these meetings shall be taken by a Secrotary chosen from
among themselves pro tom, or by thoe Secretary of tho Union,
But the 8ecretary of tho Unlon shull hive no power to vote,
except he 1is clected on tho Executive Committes.

Minutes of uall such moetings shall bo read at Teadquarters,
to the representutives of the Union, at ecach Guneral Conferoenco.

~====000:



TIIIRD  RULE.

Conditions and stipulations to be obsecrved
at genoral Confercnce.

Should the Presidoent, or any member of the
Exocutive Committee, or of the Committoe of Reprosent-
atives, or any other person, desire to bring any matter
before ar - Gencral Confercnce, 2ll such information or
suggestions shall be submitted in writing to the
Sceretary of the Union, at any time betweon Confcronces,
but not later thun seven duys buforo each Goneral
Convontion, Tho Soceretary shall send a synopsis of
all such information to the Prosident, and cach member
of the Executive Committeo on the fifth day before
each @oneral Convention, that proper time may be given
them for closo and cureful eonsideration, before the
Exocutive Mceting 1s called. And in all business
meotings no porson shall bo aullowed to spoak on any
matter more than twice, amd not more than five minutes
each time, oxcopt by speciul pormission, A1l alterations
and appointments of ministers to various ficlds of labour,
ani receiving now churchos or ministers into tho Union,
and all business matters, tomporal umd spiritual, of every
name and nature, necessary to be done in the 0ld Baptist
Union, shall first be brought before the President amnd
the Executive Committee in due course, for thoir consider-
ation, and all such mattors shall be recommendod for
Jocision to the Representative Committee of the Union,
and thus the business of General Confercnces shall be
facilitated,



FOURTI RUIE.

Preparation for General Conferences by
Prayer and Fusting,

Let 21l ministers, deacons, and others holding office
in the Union, with all other members who wish, set a
portion of one day in each Conference week apart for
fasting (until the noon is past) and solemn prayer to
God, for the President, and all other ministers, workers
and members, who may assemble; that the special vlessings
of the Lord may powerfully rcst upon the Conference; and
that God's Holy Spirit may muke one in our midst, and
supply all needful wisdom and grace, and reign in us,
the Prince of every motion, that the will of God mey be
done: so that all our works may begin, continve, and end
in the Lord, for Iis glory.

Nature of Monthly Prayer Mcotings
throughout the Union,

Speclal Prayer Mectings should be helil in every
Church and Mission throughout the 0ld Baptist Union,
on tho evening of the Last Monday in every month
throughout the year henceforth, And the minister
of each church or mission shall prosiie over all
such meetings, elther in person or by a substitute,
to earnestly seek God by fervent prayer for needful
blessings 1in Ils own church, anl to uphold in prayer
every minister, church worker, anl membor of the
Union, Also we should faith%ully pray for our
ministers on Foreign Missions, thut the pure gospel
of Chrlst may spread through the sarth, and sinners
come to repontance; and that we as a poople might be
holy, in word and deed, children of God clothed with
humility, God help us to live for the things for
which we pray, and look not on cirecumstances, but to
God only, for all things we nced temporally and
spirltually; that theo Union, as a whole, may be
united in the Word and Spirit of God, henceforth
and forever,
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FPIFMI RUIE.

Conditions for the Representation of
Churches and Missions at General Conferences.

It is absolutely neccssary for the oenlightenment and
better unlerstanding of us all, that we should arrive at
a more perfect knowleige of what each Church and Mission
is doing throughout the Union, for the benofit of all
concerned., Mhat this good objoct may be accomplished,
it will be nocessary at all our Gencral Conforences,
that every Church anil Mission shall bc briefly but
faithfully ropresented, by each presiding minlster in
person, by his substitute, or by letter; plainly pointing
out what has been 4done during the four months. It must
bo reported if new missions havo been opened or not, and
the prospects of the work in general, tomporal amd
spiritual; how each church shands financlally, if in debt,
how much? or if moncy in hand, how ruch? the number of
meetings held indoors, anl the number of meetings hold in
the opon-air; the number of professed conversions, the
number of members added to each church, thc nmumber of
belicvors who have boen baptised during the term, and the
amount of means sent in by the four-monthly collection
from cach church, to assis: our minlsters labouring in
poor districts, wich the account of how many collecting
boxes each minister has out in his Church or Misslon to
help our Ilome anl Foreign Missions. Wwith this knbwlcdge
before us, the Prosident, tho Represcntatives of Churches,
and overy Elder, Deacon, anl ijorker in the Union, will
have a proper understaniing, in detail, of thec whole of
the work at every Conference; and thus each one will be
preparci to take an intelligont active part in all things
nocessary to be consilored amd done, for the benefit of
the whole of the Union,



RULE.,

The right, power, and duty of the Head-quarters!'
Cormittee of Representatives, at August ani other
Conferences; and of Presiding Ministers of Churches,etc.

Articles of Faith, MNo,18, reads "That the Union shall be
governed by a President, and Head~quarters Committee of Rep-
rosentatives, Mhe said Committee shall consist of all
ordained officers of the Union."

The President of the Union, anl Head-quarters' Committee
of Representatives at Conferences, have power (when needs
require it) to ordain Ministers and appoint them over Churches,
By virtue of that legal appointment, each Minister has the
right to preside over, and take ontire charge of his church,
including Elders, deacons and other Workers, anl all other
matters, '

Also, the presiding minister has the right, in connection
with the church, to appoint his Working Committes at each
Local Conference, from among the officers or members, and
appoint a Secretary, [Ireasurer etc., to assist him in his
duties, under tho care of a District President (if any) and
the President of the Union, 'The Head-quartors Committee of
Representatives, at cach august Conference, has the right to
appoint a Presilent of the Union, according to the Articles
of Falth and the First Rule of this Supplement, But after
the President 1s clocted by the Representatives, they have no
more power to interfere with him in any of his duties in the
Union, than thcy have to interfore with the Prosiients of
Churches in their duties, he Prosident of the Union has a
perfect right to appoint a Private Socretary to assist him in
writing, ard 1n other matters if required. From the time the
President of the Union is elocted (whoever that man may be)
he, or his substitute, has the right by that appointment to
preside over the Conference, and all other matters pertaining
thereunto, the Executive Council, the Ropresontativo Committeo,
and all other authorities in the Union. If the Presiient of
the Union, through any justifiable cause, should not be able
to presile at a General Conference, it will be his duty to
appolnt a substitute to take his place pro tem, At the same
time, the said person should remember that he 1s acting for his
President, anl not for himself, therefore duty shouli compel
him (unler such circumstances) to be careful not to exceed his
instructions, ani to do no more than is just anl necessary,

But 1f at any time the person thus icting should exceed his duty,
by introducing new measures of alterations of any kind, it will
be the duty of the Committce of Representatives to stop such
procecdings at once, ani defer all such matters until the
President can meet with them in person, Neither the Presiient,
the Committee of Representatives, nor any otheor person or
persons In the Tmion, have any power <v right at any time to
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break the Rules of the Union, But if it shoula be found
necessary to abolish any rule or rules, a proper dage 1 ~owmranc
must be taken, as montioned in the Rules,  4lsm, if at any
Sime the Minister of a Church shouli fall sick, so as not he
be able to attend his duties at a Quartorly Local Conferenco,
Or on any Sabbath Jay, the person appointed by the sck
minister should be careful not to exceced his duty in any
matter trusted to his cars, as he 1s not acting for himself,
therofore should 40 no more than is justly required.

"Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are
Caesar's, and unto Goi the things which ure Goits,"

GEVEITH AlLE .

Joniiticns ani Covenants connootod with tho Suven Rulon

That tho Presiient of the Union, and cach momber of the
Executive Committeo, shall publicly dcclare ani affirm before
each other ani the Conforence, at their election, that, by
the help of god, they will seek with all thoir hearts the
light and guidance of God's Holy Spirit, in all mattors

concerning the work Af (gg inighe Tnion, iniiuill disohudge their

dutles faithfully towards Goi ani man; that they will stand
by the truth, the ttord of God, as revealed in the €ld ani
New Testament, ani will themselves deliver the whole council

of God, by preaching the fulnesas of _the Gospel hencefort
ani wiil Tait conte Oor g e _gitts
@apst, and the power of the Gospel as promised by christ

and His Apostles, and will enileavour to teach all others to
do the same, and fully embrace the iew Testament for faith and
doctrine, and thus "Live by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of god."

2
Also be 1t understood by all the Faithful in this Union,
that no man shall henceforth and forever be elected as
President, or Councillor on the Executive Committee, in the
011 Baptist Union, who will not confess and declare from his
heart his determination to act up to the letter and spirit of
these Seven Rules, dictated by the Holy Spirit, and herein

written, and read before this General Conference, April the
9th, 1898,

Committee fer their affirmation, after their election at each

August General Conferenca, when each one of them shall affirm
what has been read in his hearing, by saying "Amen",

April 1898, HEURY ATGUSIMUS SCUIRE.



