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SEVE1! ~..ElllijYTARY RULES.

A SUPPLEMElIl' 1'0 nIE COlfSTI'ro'lIOll AlI1) ARl'ICLES OF Fi'.Il'II
OF l'IIE OLD Bi.Pi'IS l' U1TION; REi,) BEFORE l'IIE GElrERAL CO:

Ano Ul1ANIMOUSLY PAS&E') I1!1'O UW, i,PRIL, .1898.
'EREITCE,

II'f'ffiODUC 1'101: .

Atter more than fifty ye'lrs experience in the work ot God.
I have telt tor Borne timQ past a GREA'1' ,JEE!) tor something UOHE
DEFIl1Il'E for us as a PEOfLE 1'0 REl"1i:R ro. in the FOffi1 OF RUlliS
written to the POII!1'. that we cou1:i AU FlJLLY SAlfCTIOî' tor our
GUID",l~CE. tmr1JAL T3ElJEFIT. ani MORE PERFEC r UIT!)~RS'1'AITJIl:G; there-
rare I have written these STTPPLEf!EIT rARY RULES. atter much earnest
carefu1 prayer -vmtered \'/ith tears of sincerity before God -for
1igh t un1 guidance. an1 I tu11y be lieve Ghey have been D IC rA l'ED
BY ~IE TIOLY SPIRIf tor a11 concerned with the OM Baptist union.
that we may escape n11 MISTJ::)ERSTAI!DIi!GS AITD OIVISIOI!S. with
their awfu1 consequences. Which s\Jparate Goi's peop1e. p1ease
the Oevi1. and grieve the no1y Ghost.

The object of these RULES is not to add BTJRDEITS to God's
peop1e but to RffifOVE l'!'EM. to m.:.ke the \1ay !!ORE EASY. and the
BUR!)EI! LIG!{T.

"'rhata11 things may be done DECEITTLY ani in ORDER. tor GOD
is not the author ot COliFUSIOIT. but ot PEACE. in a11 ChurcP.es
ot the saints." -1. Cor. XiV. 40.33.

'~e desire ani prayor of our Lord J~sus Christ is, that all
who believe on nim, shouli be OlIE, as Ira, God tha Fa fuer, and
the IIoly Ghos t, are One.

God ,help us, that we may all work togethor in the unity of
the !Ioly spirit, for the glory of God, und the good of men,

henceforth ani for ever. Amen.
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RULE.

Conditions, el1gIbIIIty EInd quaIIflcutlons necossary for
the Presidency of the CId BaptIst UnIon, and for menlborshipof 

the Executive Committee.

Tha t the Pres i1ent of the Union und Plembors of the
Executive Committee, shall consist of E.ljers, properly
qualified und ordained ministers of the Old Baptist tJnion,
EInd shall be elected to Offico annu,..lly at the August Con-ference. 

That the Executive Committeu shall consist of
six Elders, Who shall act in conjunction with the President
(or his substitute), as un undivided Executive committeej so
that six persons shall assist the Presidtlnt in taking tho
responsibi1ity ot the Union as Counci110rs, t~'"t fairness maybe 

1ealt out to all, and perfect justico administored nence-
forth in tho fear ot God.

Conditions tor ~lectin~ presidont of tl1o union..!.

That the Pres11ent ot the union shull be nomina tod to the
Presijoncy by a majority ot mombers of the Exocutive Committoe
botore they retire from O"ffico, which nomination shull bo luid
betore the Conforence, and must bo soconded by one ot the
presiding Elders who is not on the Exocutive committee. and
afterwards must be supportod by a mt.jority ot votos ot the
Elders. ~eucons or Ofticers. -ull the represontutivos of the
union who are prosent Qt the set timo tor voting in the
President.i.

Ordór of eloctin6 th~ Six Elders on theExecuti1e Commi~.

All Presidente of Churchea or Missions of the 011 Baptist
Union, shall bo entitled to vote tor the six membcrs on the
Executive Committee, eiGher in person, or by lettor (when such
ministers cannot be present), whon a majority of votes tor
the candidutes shall dealde thoir eloction.
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f SECOlIl) RULE.

'rhut meetings of tho Exocutive committeo shall bo ho11
on one day, or two, as the umount ef buainoss mLlY require,
harare euch General conference, for tho purpose of cl1refully
consi-ioring all businoss mattors -tomporal ani spiritual -

which are to be settled at the Conf'urence. ~o presidont
(or his represon~ative) and tho Executive comDûttee, shall
c'~refully inspoot ail papors that. nlay bo sant in, rol:ltive
to the business of' tho Un10n, so as to recommorn thoir
ju1gment on ull matters of import',nce, to assist the IIead-

quarters' Committee of' Ropreaentutivos (which consists of
all ordained officers of thu Union) 111 t.heir finul decision
in voting tor or against, ail things nçcessary to bo dono,
arn the1r docision shall bu Iln end of all controversy.
Also Executive Committoü Meotings may bo held betwoen
conferences, whon spociul nooos roquire thcm. Ani the
Prosiiont and Executive Committoe sball havo power to settle
all dif'ficult mul:.ters that may ariso, which tho prosident
alono may not reel justified in handling, and which cannot
be deforred unti1 tho next conforonce. rhe Prosijent of
the Union (or his substit.uto) shull convene ail such
mcetings and pros1ie ovor them. Minutus of tbc procoedings
of these meotings shall bo takon by a Secrotary chosen trom
among th(,msolves pro tom, or by tho Socrotary of tho Union.
But tho Secretary of tho Union sh!111 l1,,-~vü no powor to voto,
except he is electod on the Executivo Committee.

Minutes of' ull such moet1ngs shall bo raad at 'Toadquarters,
to the representut1ves of' the Un1on, at eaoh Quncrnl Conf'eronco.

000'



mmD 

RULE.

obsorved

Should the Prosiiont, or any momber of the
Exocutivo Committoe, or of the Committoo of Roprosont-
atives, or Qny othor person, desire to bring any mattor
before ar -Genural Conference. all such information or
suggestions shall bo submittod in writing to the
Socretaryof the Union, at any timo betwoon Conforonco$,
but not later tht\n Boven d-.ys buforo each Gonûrul
Convontion. 1ho Socretary shall sonj a synopsis of
all suCh information to the President, and ouch nlomber
of the Executivo Committoo on the fifth dfJY boforo
each Goneral Convontion, thQt propor time may be givon
them tor closo and cureful eonsidoration, bofore tho
Executivo Mouting is callod. And in all business
meotings no porson shall bo ..llowod to spouk on ~'ny
matter more thQn twico, Qrn not moro than rivo minutes
each time, oxcopt by speciul pormission. All ultorutions
and uppointments of ministers to various fiülds of labour,
ani roceiving now churchos. or ministors into tho lTnion,
and all business mutters, tomporal urn spiritual, of everyname 

and nature, nocessary to bo done in the Old BaptistUnion, 
shall first be brought before the Prosiiont arn

the Executive Committoe in due course, tor thoir consider-ation, 
arn all such mattors shall be recommûrnod tor

jocision to tho Represontativo Committoe of tho Union,
arn thus the businoss of General Conferences shall bof~cilitated.

nOn



~rlJ~Preparat1on 

for General Conferences by
prayor and Fast1ng.

Let all ministors. deacons, am others holding office
in the Union. with all other members who wish. set a
portion of ono day in each Conference week apart forfasting 

(until tho noon is past) anj solemn prayer toGod. 
for the President. and all other ministers. worl{ersand 

members. who n~y assemblej that the special ~lossings
of the Lord may poworfully rost Upon the Conferoncej and
that God's IIoly Spirit may mako ono in our midst. and
supply all neodful wisdom and graco. and reign in us.
the Princo of overy motion. that the willof God may bedone: 

so that all our works may begin. continue. and ond
in tho Lord. for His glory.

Nature of Monthly prayer Meetings
throughout the union.

Special prayer Meetings should be heli in every
Church ani Mission throughout the Old Baptist union,
on the evening of the wat Monday in every month
throughout the yoar henceforth. And the minister
of each church or mission shall prosiie over all
such meetings, either in person or by a substituto,
to earnestly soek God by fervent prayer tor needful
blessings in ris own church, an1 to uphold in prayer
every minister, church workerl ani membor of theUnion. 

Also we should faithrully pray tor our
ministors on Foreign Missions, that the pure gospel
of Christ may spread through the ea~th, and sinners
come to repontancej anj th"t we as a people might be
holy, in word and deed, children of God clothed withhumility. 

God help us to live tor the things tor
which ~ve pray, ani look not on circumstances, but to
God only, for all things we noed temporally and
spirituallYj that the Union, as a whole, may be
united in the Vlord and Spirit of GOd, henceforth
and forev'3r.
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~ RULE.

..

.. Condlt1ons for tho Representatlon of
Churches ani f11ss1ons at Goneral Conferences.

It is absolutely nocossary for tho onlightonmont and
bottor unlerstanding of us al1, that we should arrivo at
a more perfect knowlelge of w)"1lit oach Church and l!ission
is doing throUghout the Union, for the bonofit of all

concorned. rhat chis good object may be accomplisped,
it wil1 be necossary at all our General Conforoncos,
that evory Church ani r~ission shall bc briefly but
fai~hfully rupresented, by oach prusijing minister in
person, by his subscitutG, or by letter; plainly pointing
out what hBS bean 1one juring the four months. It must
bo roported if new missions havo been openod or not, and
the prospects of the work in general, tomporal and
spiritual; how each church stands financially, jf in jebt,
how much? or if monoy in hand, how much? the numbor of
meetings held indoors, anj the number of meetings held in
tho opûn-air; the numbor of professed conversions, tho
number of mombers added to each church, tho numbGr of
beliovers who havo baan baptised 1uring the term, anj the
amount of moans sant in by the four-monthly collecGion
trom each church, to assis~ our ministers labouring in
poor discricts, wiGh the account of how msny collocting
boxos each minister hBS out in his Church or ~~ission to
holp our IIome anj Foro ign Missions. \!lith r.hit...kn~wlodge
bofore us, the Prosijent, tho Repro~ontativos of Churchos,
and ovory Eljor, Deacon, anj \1orkor in the Union, will
have a propor undorstanding, in detail, of tho whole of
the work at every Conferonce; and thus oach ono will bo
preparoi to tako an intoll1gont actlve part in all things
nocossary to bo consljored and jone, tor tho beneflt of
tho wholE of the unlon.
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SIXPH RULE.

The r1ght, power, and duty of the Head-quarters'
Comm1ttee of Representat1ves, at August ani other
Conferences; and of Prcs111ng M1n1sters ~fChurches,etc.

Art1c1es of Fa1th, No.18, reads "Ihat thc Un1on sha11 bc
governed by a Pres1jent, ani Heaj-quarters Comm1ttee of Rcp-resentat1ves. 

lhe sa1d Comm1ttee sha11 cons1st of a1l
orda1ned off1cers of the un1on."

Phe Presi1ent of tho Union, am Hoad-quartersl Comm.1.ttee
of Roprosentatives at Conferences, have power (when nee1s
require it) to ordain Ministers and appoint them over Churches
By virtue of that legal appointment, each Minister bas the
right to preside over, and take entire charge of hls church,
including Eljers, )eacons and other Workers, am all othermattcrs.

.
,\

1\lso, the pres111ng minister has the r1ght, in connect1on
w1th the church, to appo1nt h1s \flork1ng Cornm1ttee at eachLocal 

Conference, trom among the off1cers or members, and
appo1nt a Secretary, freasurcr etc., to assist h1m in h1sdut1es, 

under tho care of a J1str1ct Presijent (1f any) and
the prosilent of the Un1on. '1tJ.e Head-quartors Conm1tteo ofRopresontat1ves, 

at each AUgust Conferonce, hBS tho r1ght to
appo1nt a Pres1iont of the union, accord1ng to the Art1clos
of Fa1th and the F1rst Rulo of th1s Supplement. But af tor
the Presilont is olocted by tho Reprosentat1ves, they havo nomarc 

power to intorfere w1th h1m in any of h1s dut1es in theUnion, 
than thoy havo to 1nterforo w1th tho Prosilonts of

Churches in tho1r dut1es. D1e Pros1jont of the un1on hBS a
porfect r1ght to appo1nt a Pr1vato Socrotary to assist him inwr1ting, 

ard in other mattors 1f requ1red. From the time tho
Pres11ont of the Un1on is elected (whoever that man may he)ho, 

or h1s substitute, has tho r1ght by that appo1ntment to
pres1de over tho Conference, and all other matters pertaining
thereunto, tho Execut1ve Counc11, tho Roprosentat1vo Comm1ttoo,
and all other author1t1es in the un1on. If tho presilent of
the Un1on, through any just1f1able cause, should not bo able
to presile at a Goneral Conference, 1t w111 be h1s duty to
appo1nt a subst1tuto to take h1s place pro tem. At the same
time, the sa1d person shoulj remombor that he is act1ng for h1sPres1dont, 

anj not for h1mself, therefore duty shoulj compel
h1m (unier such c1rcumstances) to bo careful not to exceed h1s
1nstruct1ons, ani to do no more than is just anj necessary.
But 1f at any t1me tho person thus ~ct1ng should excoed h1s duty,
by 1ntroduc1ng ncw measures or alterat10ns of any k1nd, 1t w111
be the duty of tho Comm1ttoo of Reprosentat1ves to stop such
proceQd1ngs at once, anj defer all such matters unt11 the
Presilent can meet w1th thom in porson. Me1ther the Pres1jent,
the Comm1ttee of Representat1ves, nor any othor person or
persons in the 1JT\'tOYJ. hsv~ any t)owo~ "..~ r1~t at any time to



IJ.
.....

1hat tho prosiiont of the lTnion, ani oach mcr'lbor of tho
Executive Committeo, shall publicly :.iocl~ro and affirm beforo
each other an:i tho Conforenco, at their election, that, by
the help of God, they will se ek Vfith all their hoarts tho
light and guidance of Go11S Holy Spirit, in all mattors
concorning tho work è-f GGd 1n:thj ~;niofl;' un1:..;;1'11 ~i3óhi,rgo their
duties faithfully towards Goj ani man; that they w~ll stan:i
by the tru th, the \"!ord of God, as revea led in the .tld an:i
New restament, an1 will themselves deliver the whole council
of God, ~Y. :r:!.~~t;l1e fulness o~th~G~s~_henc fort
end will faitnruli.i:~onte-M'1'Or~e-~f~
~ end the power 0 the Gospel as promi8ed by Christ
end His Apostle8, ani will enieavour to teach all others todo 

the same, and fully embrace the lTew restament t'or faith anddoctrine, 
end thus "Live by every word that proceedeth out of

the mou th of God."

r

ft;

00<

Aprll 1898. m:I!FiY

A.TJGTJS 

ros S(~UIRE.


